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Ekeus meets Aziz and Rasheed 

BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Rolf Ekeus, the United Nations 
official overseeing the elimination of Iraqi weapons of mass 
destruction, met Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister Tareq Aziz on 
Saturday, Iraqi radio said. The radio said Iraqi Oil Minister 
Lieutenant General Amir Rasheed also attended me talks. There 
were no immediate details about the meeting. Mr. Ekeus arrived 
in Iraq on Friday to review progress in dismantling and accounting 
for Iraqi programmes to build weapons of mass destruction, a key 
condition for removing U.N. sanctions imposed after its 1990 
invasion of Kuwait. He is due shortly to present his regular 
six-monthly report to the U.N. Security Council. Mr. Ekeus is due 
to leave Baghdad on Sunday. It was the second time in as many 
days that the Swedish disarmament expert met with Gen. 
Rasheed. The Iraqi media gave no details of Saturday's meeting, 
but noted without elaboration that Mr. Ekeus said after he met 
Gen. Rasheed Friday that he was “happy with the outcome of the 
talks.” 
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Israel admits PoW responsibility 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin has 
acknowledged his country’s responsibility for the murder of 
Egyptian prisoners of war in 1956 and 1967. Israel’s state radio said 
Saturday. The radio, quoting Foreign Minister Shimon Peres, said 
Mr. Rabin made the admission, about the shooting of prisoners 
after they had thrown down their arms, during a meeting with 
Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak in Washington. At the 
meeting, Mr. Mubarak, who has repeatedly called for an inquiry, 
stressed the need to find “a solution to this affair” without 
presenting any particular demands, it added, giving no further 
details. The Israeli daily newspaper Haaretz reported Thursday 
that Mr. Rabin was considering setting up a military commission of 
inquiry into the massacres, which emerged in accounts published 
by Israeli researchers in August. Israel has said it would not take 
legal action against those responsible for the killings and accused 
the Egyptian army of carrying out similar atrocities during the 1973 
ArabTsraeli war. 
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His Majesty King Hussein meets with U.5. President Bill Clinton at the White 
House on Friday (Reuter photo) 

King meets Mubarak, 
says relations are as 
good as they could be 

HM leaves U.S. on private visit to Britain 
after talks with Clinton on MENA summit, 
Jordan-U.S. ties and military cooperation 


1 


By a Jordan Hues Staff Reporter 

HIS MAJESTY King Hus- 
sein on Saturday met with 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak in Washington and 
said afterwards that 
Jordanian-Egyptian relations 
were as good as they could 
be. 

It was the first such meet- 
ing between the two leaders 
after a coolness crept to 
Amman-Cairo ties following 
Egyptian criticism of Jordan 
after the Kingdom’s decision 
to grant asylum to Iraqi de- 
fector Hussein Kamel in Au- 
gust and scathing Egyptian 
media attacks on Jordan. 

The Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, reported that the King 
and President Mubarak, both 
of whom were in Washington 
to attend Thursday’s signing 
of the Israel-Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
agreement on expanding 
antonomy, discussed 
J.ordanian-Egyptian rela- 
tions, developments in the 
Middle East peace process 


and the Israel-PLO accord. 

It quoted the King as tell- 
ing the press after the meet- 
ing that he and Mr. Mubarak 
discussed all topics, including 
Iraq, and that Jordanian- 
Egyptian relations were as 
good as they could be. 

The King was expected to 
' have discussed Jordan’s stand 
vis-a-vis the situation in Iraq 
and the Kingdom’s stand that 
while it is anxious to see an 
end to the suffering of the 
Iraqi people under crippling 
international sanctions it also 
remained firm that any 
change within the Iraqi poli- 
tical system should be 
brought about by the Iraqi 
people themselves. 

The King, who ended the 
visit to the U.S. after the 
meeting with Mr. Mubarak 
and flew to the United King- 
dom on a private visit, de- 
scribed the Israel-PLO 
accord as a major achieve- 
ment towards helping the 
Palestinians regain . control 
over their national soil and 
enhancing the peace process. 


Hie Monarch expressed 
hope that Jerusalem, the sta- 
tus of which is one of the 
thorniest issues to be re- 
solved in Palestinian-Israeli 
negotiations coming up next 
year, would be a meeting 
place for the two sides and a 
symbol of peace between 
them. 

The hoiy piaces in Jeru- 
salem, the King said, should 
not be totally under the 
sovereignty of any party but 
of God. 

On Friday, the King held 
talks with President Bill Clin- 
ton and paid tribute to his 
efforts that helped Israel and 
the Palestinians reach the 
antonomy accord. 

Speaking at a meeting with 
the U.S. president attended 
by officials from both sides, 
lung Hussein underlined the 
importance of achieving com- 
prehensive peace in the Mid- 
dle East, adding that efforts 
should be pursued at all 
levels towards a final settle- 

(Continued on page 7) 
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' A Palestinian family camped in a desert no-man's land between Libya and Egypt . 
after they were expelled by the Libyan government (AFP photo) 


280 expelled Palestinians 
stuck at Salloum crossing 


SALLOUM, Egypt (Agen- 
ts) More than 280 
Palestinians arrived in no- 
ntan’s land between Egypt 
wid Libya on Saturday, the 
“ist of 1,500 expected to be 
®*|»Ued by Tripoli within the 
coming days, security offi- 
cials said here. 

Another 300 Palestinians' 
J* 116 expected aboard six 
9*!®° coming from Tobruk, 
ubya, 12 Q kilometres from 
j® border, the officials 
“Ided. 

I^byan leader Moammar 
v «dhafi has ordered the ex- 
Pmsion of all 30,000 Palesti- 
nians in his country in an 
attempt to show up the “fai- 
.of Israeli-Palesrine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) ' 
accords to create a valid 
Palestinian homeland. 


Officials at Egypt’s Sal- 
loum border post said that 
the expelled Palestinians en- 
tered the international zone 
(between the borders) with- 
out papers and many had no 
personal belongings. 

“We expect a total of 1 ,500 
to arrive fn the next four or 
five days,'* said an official. 

Libya has set up 170 tents 
to house the Palestinians in 
the no-man's land, where 38 : 
others have been stranded for 
more than a month after 
Egypt refused them entry be- 
cause their papers were not in 
order. 

However, dozens of other 
expelled Palestinians holding 
valid documents crossed the 
border into Egypt on Satur- 
day. 

Between 5,000 and 10.000 


Palestinians have already left 
since Col. Qadhafi 
announced in a speech on 
Sept. 1 that he wanted them 
out. 

The last batch of deported 
Palestinians, many without 
identity cards or travel docu- 
ments, arrived in four buses 
flying Palestinian flags at Sal- 
loum. 

They told Reuters they ex- 
pected more Palestinians to 
join them in the next few 
days in the scorpion-infested 
patch of desert, hemmed in 
by barbed wire between the 
two Arab states. 

A United Nations officials 
in Cairo called on Libya to 
halt the expulsions. 

“We are appealing to the 

(Continued on page 7) 


Regent reviews 
negotiations on 
EU partnership 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, 
Saturday urged a Jordanian 
technical team negotiating a 
partnership agreement with 
the European Union (EU) to 
speed up the talks and reach 
an agreement which would 
open up great opportunities 
for the Kingdom’s develop- 
ment. 

Addressing the team mem- 
bers at a meeting held at the 
Royal Court, Prince Hassan 
suggested that the team set 
up three different committees 
to deal with political and 
security matters, financial 
and economic matters and 
cultural and humanitarian 
issues. 

The Regent listened to a 
briefing on the stages so far 
covered in the talks with the 
EU and the nature of topics 
on the agenda in the next 
round of talks, which will 
take place in Brussels in 
October. 

Stressing the need for 
strong focus on these topics, 
the Regent said that the 
agreement on partnership 
with the Eli would have im- 


mense benefits for Jordan’s 
economy. 

It was Prince Hassan who 
initiated the talks with the 
EU on the partneiship during 
a recent visit to Brussels 
where he held talks with EU 
officials who welcomed the' 
partnership with Jordan ex- 
pressing readiness to discuss 
future relations with the 
Kingdom. 

Present at the Royal Court 
meeting was Acting Prime 
Minister Abdul Raouf 
Rawabdeb as well as the Re- 
nt's advisor, Mohammad 
jqaf. 


Meeting with British team 

Also on Saturday- the Re- 
gent revived at the Royal 
Court a team representing 
the British College for 
Strategic Studies and briefed 
them on Jordan's views with 
regard to the situation in the 
Middle East and relations 
among its countries, stressing 
the importance of stability 
and security to encourage 
economic cooperation. 

In replying to questions the 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, on Saturday meets with 
Jordanian negotiators with the European Union on a partnership agreement (photo 
by Boghos) 


Regent presented Jordan’s 
views with regard to the sta- 
tus of Jerusalem, the issue of 
Palestinian refugees and also ‘ 
•the conflict in Bosnia. 

He also talked about Jor- 
dan’s preparations for the 
Middle East and North Afri- 
ca (MENA) economic sum- 
mit scheduled to be held at 
the end of the month and the 
importance of the event for 
the whole region. 


Inter-faith dialogue 

The Regent also chaired a 
meeting of the members of 
board of trustees of the Royal 
Institute for Inter-Faith Stu- 
dies and reviewed with them 
topics on the board's agenda. 

The agenda mainly in- 
cluded the institute’s plan of 
action and publications. 

The Regent said the insti- 
tute’s specialised committees 
should maintain contact with 


similar institutes in other 
countries and urged the 
board members to Arabise 
Arab historic documents 
which had been translated 
into Latin. 

The institute, which was 
set up last year, aims at 
deepening dialogue with 
other religions and at en- 
couraging understanding and 
religious tolerance among the 
followers of the monotheistic 
faiths. 


Israel-Syria gaps 
still wide - Rabin 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin, in an interview 
two days after signing a West 
Bank accord, said on Satur- 
day “the gaps are still wide,” 
between Israel and Syria de- 
spite efforts to broaden Mid- 
dle East peace - 

“We appreciate the efforts 
by the president, by the 
secretary of state, by the 
peace team,’’ Mr. Rabin said 
on CNN's ‘’Evans and- 
Novak” programme. “But 
the gaps are still wide be- 
tween them and us.” 

Mr. Rabin also said he 
hoped Jonathan Pollard, an 
American convicted of spying 
for Israel, would be released 
and allowed to go to Israel. 

Asked if the West Bank 
accord signed on Thursday 
would prompt progress in 
negotiations between Israel 
and Syria, Mr. Rabin replied: 
“It’s not exactly related.” For 
one thing, be said, the two 
sides do not meet directly. 

Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher was slated to 
meet- Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouk A1 Sharaa on Mon- 
day in Washington. Israeli- 
Syrian negotiations has been 
stalled for three months. 

President Bill Clinton, in 
separate sessions, met Egyp- 


tian President Hosni Mubar- 
ak and King Hussein in hopes 
of finding ways to bring Syria 
back into the peace process. 

Syria wants Israel to with- 
draw from the Golan 
Heights, which it seized in 
the 1967 war. Israel wants 
Syria to full normal ties be- 
fore it reveals the scope of 
any withdrawal. 

“They (Syria) believe the 
United States will deliver 
Israel,” Mr. Rabin said. 

“They don’t understand 
that the United States' basic 
position is the parties to con- 
flict must be the parties to 
peace. We don’t need 
guarantees. We need mutual 
commitment between Israel 
and every partner for peace 
with us to be responsible for 
that by ourselves.” 

The White House said on 
Friday that Mr. Clinton bad 
turned down a request from 
Mr. Rabin for clemency to 
Pollard, who has served 10 
years of a life sentence. 

Mr. Rabin said he raised 
the Pollard issue “because 
he's reaching the 10 years m 
prison in November. He’s 
subject to a parole and I hope 
that this case will be taken 
with the hope of releasing 
him, letting him go to Israel. 


Israel to quit army bases 
in 12 towns in eight days 

Settlers rampage through Hebron 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — The Israeli 
military administration will 
begin to move out of its 
offices in 12 Palestinian West 
Bank villages in eight days. 
Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres said Saturday., 

The move represents “the 
first tangible sign” of the 
accord signed in Washington 
on Thursday between Israel 
and the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) to ex- 
pand Palestinian autonomy in 
the West Bank, Mr. Peres 
told Israel Radio while in 
New York. 

The gradual withdrawal of 
the Israeli army from seven • 
West Bank towns as called 
for in the accord will begin in 
November with a pullout 
from Jenin in the north, Mr. 
Peres said. 

Israeli forces will maintain 
overall security in the West 
Bank and the “fight against 
terrorism” except in these 
towns, where Palestinian 
police will be responsible, 
Mr. Peres said. 

The seven towns represent 
only 2.7 per cent of the entire 


land area of the West Bank, 
said Mr. Peres, who is in New 
York for the United Nations 
General Assembly meeting. 

Mr. Peres said the Israeli 
military redeployment will 
only apply to 27.5 per rent of 
the West Bank. 

Under the deal, the with- 
drawal is to start by Feb. 11 
and wind up on March 30, 
clearing the way for Palesti- 
nian elections to a self-rule 
council. 

Unlike the six other West 
Batik towns, from which the 
army is to withdraw in full, 
Israeli troops are to make 
only a partial pullback from 
Hebron to “protect” the 400 
settlers who live among 
120,000 Palestinians. 

Several hundred Jewish 
settlers rampaged through 
the heart of Hebron on Satur- 
day .injuring two American 
' women filming them and 
smashing windows of Palesti- 
nian cars and homes, witnes- 
ses said. 

Chanting “this is Israeli 
land — our homeland," the 
. settlers marched on the Sab- 
bath from the Ibrahimi Mos- 


que to their heavily-guarded 
Beit Hadassah stronghold in 
■the flashpoint West Bank 
city. 

Along the way they 
smashed the windows of 13 
cars and five houses belong- 
ing to Palestinians, and 
roughed up two women from 
the American Christian 
Peacemakers group who 
filmed the procession, the 
witnesses said. 

The women, whose names 
were not immediately avail- 
able, were in Hebron to write 
a book about Arab- Israeli 
tensions in the city, Palesti- 
nian sources said. 

Israeli police intervened to 
stop the violence and 
arrested two settlers, the wit- 
nesses said. 

Settlers are forming a 
volunteer militia to patrol the 
streets of the West Bank 
when the Israeli army pulls 
out. The Palestinian mayor of 
Hebron has warned that 
could lead to more violence. 

Hundreds of volunteers 
have signed up for the militia, 

(Continued on page 7) 


Prosecutor probes A1 Hayat 
report on alleged media links 


By Natasha Bukhari 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Prosecutor 
General Jamal Zoubi on 
Saturday launched an inves- 
tigation to ascertain the 
Jordan-based correspondent 
of the London-based A1 
Hayat daily had violated the 
law in a report last week that 
the government was investi- 
gating into allegations that 42 
officials and journalists were 
on the payroll of the Iraqi 

regime. 

Mr. Zoubi’s investigation 
involves hearing testimonies 
from the head of the Jordan 
Press Association (JPA), 
Suleiman Qudah, columnist 
Tareq Masarweh and the Ai 
Hayat correspondent, 
Salameh Ne’matt. 

The Sept. 20 article, which 
elicited strong criticism from 
journalists and columnists, 
quoted official sources as 
saying that Jordanian author- 
ities have opened an inves- 
tigation into an “Iraqi trade 
and media campaign” in Jor- 
dan to “create a Jordanian 
movement to counter Jor- 
dan's support for a change in 
the Iraqi regime ..." 


According to the article, 
the list of those on the payroll 
of the Iraqi regime included 
journalists, columnists, - for- 
mer senior officials and a 
cunem minister. 

Mr. Masarweh, a leading 
columnist in the mass circula- 
tion daily AI Ra'i, was the 
first to react to the article: 
“We will go to court to find 
out who these ’informed 
sources’ and ’official sources’ 
who have relayed to Al 
Hayat the 'government con- 
cern 1 over the Iraqi cam- 
paign,” he wrote one day 
after the article was pub- 
lished. 

According to the Al Hayat 
report, “Iraqi institutions are 
trying to recruit Jordanian 
journalists and writers and 
working on winning over all 
forces that support the Iraqi 
regime by giving money or 
gifts or paying direct salar- 
ies." 

The report came after the 
Aug. 8 defection to Jordan of 
senior Iraqi official Hussein 
Kamel, who called for over- 
throwing the Iraqi regime, 
and more importantly, Jor- ' 
dan’s call for a change. in 
Iraq. 


In his report, Mr. Ne’matt 
said that the Iraqi regime had 
intensified its efforts to re- 
cruit supporters in Jordan af- 
ter the defection of General 
Kamel. 

Mr. Ne’matt’s lawyer. Ay- 
man Abu Sharkb, said his 
client would be charged with 
“overlooking accuracy, hon- 
esty and objectivity in com- 
menting on events or news as 
well as banning national uni- 
ty, mating crime and plant- , 
ing the seeds of hatred and 
division among members of 
the society,” in accordance 
with Che Press and Publica- 
tions Law. 

Mr. Ne’matt said that he is 
prepared to go to court to 
defend his article. 

“I am prepared to present 
documentation that support 
the information,'’ he said, 
adding that he will “also take 
to court those attacked me in 
the local press instead of 
opening their own investiga- 
tions to verify t|ie contents of 
the article.” 

Mr. Ne’matt said he also 
believes that the case “might 
easily turn into a political 

(Continued on page 7) 


U.S. envoy sees 
snags in Bosnia 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — 
U.S. mediator Richard Hol- 
brooke, resuming his Balkan 
shuttle diplomacy to try to 
end the 41-month Bosnian 
war. said on Saturday he was 
daunted by the thicket of 
problems facing him. 

“We’re very daunted by 
the issues that lie ahead,” 
Mr. Holbooke told reporters 
in Sarajevo after calks with 
Bosnian President Alija Izert- 
begovic. 

“The fundamental issues of 
this war — Sarajevo, 
Gorazde, the political struc- 
ture — all the fundamental 
issues remain unresolved and 
the two sides are very far 
apart." 

He added: “I’ve said from 
the first that these are very 
tough issues which can only 
be taken a step at a rime. This 
isn’t an express train and 
never was.” 

Mr. Holbrooke later 
headed for Belgrade and 
talks with Serbian President 
Slobodan Milosevic on secur- 
ing a ceasefire. He was due to 
meet Croatian President 
Franjo Tudjman before re- 
turning to Sarajevo on Mon- 


day. 

The U.S. envoy’s emphasis 
on the problems of reconcil- 
ing the warring sides con- 
trasted with his statement 
that talks on Friday with the 
Sarajevo government "were 
the most productive and 
wide-ranging we had.” 

Mr. Izetbegovic said he 
was pressing for agreement 
on free access to Gorazde, 
the last remaining Muslim 
enclave in eastern Bosnia, 

Guarded optimism that an 
end to the war could be with- 
in grasp followed agreements 
between the sides on a divi- 
sion of Bosnia between them 
and on constitutional 
arrangements. 

Yugoslav Foreign Minister 
Milan Milutinovic told Tan- 
jug news agency that peace 
prospects were “big and 
■realistic” and blamed the 
Muslim-led* authorities in 
Sarajevo for any delay. 

U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton, who would need agree- 
ment from Congress to send 
troops to implement any 
peace agreement in Bosnia, 
said on Friday he saw hope 
for a ceasefire. 
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Charter initialled 
for Middle East 
tourism council 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
State Department spokesman 
Nicholas Bums announced 
Friday that key parties in- 
volved in the Middle East 
peace process reached agree- 
ment in Casablanca on a 
charter for a regional tourism 
association. 

Following is the text of Mr. 
Bums’ statement: 

Key parties involved in the 
Middle East peace process 
-reached agreement in Casab- 
lanca today on a charter for a 
regional tourism association 
— the Middle East/ 
Mediterranean Travel and 
Tourism Association 
(MEMTTA). The charter 
was initialled by Israeli, 
Palestinian, Egyptian, Jorda- 
nian, Moroccan, Tunisian, 
and Cypriot delegations. It 
will be signed at die Middle 
East/North Africa Summit in 
Amman on October 29-31. 
This new institution was cal- 
led for in the final document 
of the first Middle East/North 
Africa Economic Summit in 
Casablanca last November. 

State Department Senior 
Attorney/Adviser David 
Abramowitz, who repre- 
sented the United States at 
the meeting held over the last 


two days, announced that the 
United States would provide 
technical assistance to help 
create the organisation and 
its U.S. chapter. The 
Japanese government, in its 
capacity as “shepherd” for 
tourism in the Regional Eco- 
nomic Development Work- 
ing Group of the Multilateral 
Peace Process, chaired the 
Casablanca meeting and has 
played a key role in develop- 
ing the association. 

This new organisation, 
which will be a public/private- 
partnership, will market the 
Middle East as a tourism 
destination and assist the de- 
velopment of the tourism in- 
dustry in the region. The- 
organisation will comprise 
both regional and extra- 
regional divisions. 

Th e k ey objectives of 
MEMTTA are to carry out 
destination marketing activi- 
ties; integrate the region into 
global tourism networks; pro- 
vide education and training; 
encourage cooperation in 
harmonising regulations; 
mobilise resources to support 
the development of the tour- 
ism industry in the region; 
and establish a data bank to 
serve all members. 


Christopher: New 
panel reflects U.S. 
M.E. commitment 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
The U.S.-Israel-Palestinian 
Trilateral Commission under- 
scores the role of the United 
States as “a full partner” in 
the Middle East peace pro- 
cess, Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher says. 


Mr. Christopher outlined 
objectives of the commission 
following talks at the State 
Department on Friday with 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) Chairman 
-Yasser Arafat and Israeli 
Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres. 

“This meeting this morning 
emphasises the continuing 
commitment of the United 
States to this process,” Mr. 
Christopher said. “And we’ll 
try to cany that out in the 
form of this trilateral com- 
mission, maintaining our 
longstanding position to help 
the parties achieve a durable 
peace and to assist the parties 
who have taken risks for 
peace.” 


electricity grid, or tourism 
projects including hotels; 

— exploring ways “to in- 
crease the availability of wa- 
ter resources;" 

— consulting on matters of 
mutual interest and how u co 
best enhance the success of 
the interim agreement” 
signed September 28; and 

— promoting trilateral 
cooperation on regional 
issues. 


Mr. Christopher empha- 
sised that the trilateral com- 
mission does not replace bi- 
lateral efforts, but rather 
“will, seek to support and 
complement” bilateral 
efforts. 


Accompanied by Mr. Ara- 
fat and Mr. Peres, Mr. 
Christopher bailed the 
Israeli-Palestinian accord 
signed in Washington Thurs- 
day and congratulated the 
two leaders on their “accom- 
plishment” and "creativity.” 
“This commission is called 
for in the agreement that was 
signed yesterday," Mr. 
Christopher said, “and it 
does underscore the role of 
the United States as a full 
partner in this process.” 


A working group, under 
the leadership of an experts 
group, will be established “to 
carry forward the activities" 
of the commission, Mr. 
Christopher said. 

Mr. Arafat characterised 
the Friday meeting as “one of 
the most important results of 
what had been agreed upon 
yesterday.” He expressed the 
hope that projects that had 
been discussed, especially 
concerning industrial zones 
and water treatment, would 
be implemented very soon. 


He said a similar trilateral 
commission between the Un- 
ited States, Jordan and Israel 
had proven to be “very valu- 
able." 

Mr. Christopher said the 
parties agreed that objectives 
of the commission would in- 
clude: 

— promoting cooperative 
efforts — both public and 
private — “to foster econo- 
mic development, in not only 
Gaza, but of course the entire 
West Bank.... This would in- 
clude the establishment of 
industrial zones and other 
projects,” such as perhaps an 


Lauding U.S. peace 
efforts, Mr. Peres said, “to- 
day the United States is the 
only country in the world that 
has the mechanism, the will, 
the capacity, the intellectual 
interest and the detailed 
knowledge to really run a 
peace process.... And we are 
very grateful for it.” 

Asked if the United States 
has decided to provide Israel 
with supercomputers, Mr. 
Christopher said related 
issues had been discussed on 
Thursday but he was not pre- 
pared “to make an announce- 
ment at thb present time. But 
we do want to be responsive' 
if we can on this issue,” he 
said, “where the technology 
continues to make the old 
standards relatively obsolete 
and we have to update the 
standards because of the 
tremendous improvement or 
increase in technology.” 


Senate report raps administration’s 
plan to capture Somali warlord 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
The Clinton administration 
failed to see the risks of the 
U.S. effort to capture a 
Somali warlord, a short- 
coming that contributed to 
a disastrous 1993 raid that 
left 18 U.S. soldiers dead, a 
Senate review concludes. 

The report, released late 
Friday, went to lengths to 
avoid placing specific 
blame on President Bill 
Clinton. But it made dear 
that Mr. Clinton and his 
top advisers supported the 
United Nations' request to 
capture Mohamama Farah 
Aideed, the Somali faction 
leader, despite the reserva- 
tions of U.S. military com- 
manders. When difficulties 
emerged, it said, these offi- 
cials failed to change 
course. 

“It is dear that both dvi- 
lian officials and military 
leaders should have been 
carefully and continually 
re-evaluating the army task 
force ranger mission and 
tactics after each raid, with 
an eye toward recommend- 
ing that the operation be 
terminated if the risks were 
deemed to have risen too 
high," the report con- 
cluded. 


Written by Senators John 
Warner, a Virginia Repub- 
lican, and Carl Levin, a 
Michigan Democrat, two 
senior members of the Sen- 
ate Armed Services Com- 
mittee, the report focuses 
on the fatal Oct. 3, 1993, 
fire fight in the Somali 
capita] Mogadishu that pre- 
cipitated a hasty American 
withdrawal from what be- 
gan as a famine-relief 
effort. 

“U.S. foreign policy was 
and will be' affected for 
years as a result of the 
raid,” the report said. 

A sharp, partisan debate 
over bow much blame 
should be placed on Mr. 
Clinton delayed the release 
of the report for months. 

Mr. Warner argued in a 
separate preface that Mr.. 
Clinton and then-Defence 
Secretary Les Aspin should 
have provided armour and 
other equipment requested 
by military commanders in 
Somalia. Mr. Levin con- 
tended in ins own preface 
that Major General Wil- 
liam Garrison, commander 
of Task Force Ranger, 
“stated that he had all the 
equipment he needed.'’ 

Sen. Strom Thurmond, 


chairman of the Armed 
Services Committee, press- 
ed for the report's release 
before the second 
anniversary of the raid in 
response to requests by re- 
latives of those killed in 
action. 

The report makes dear 
that General Colin Powell, 
then chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, and Gen. 
Joseph Hoar, then the U.S. 
commander overseeing 
Somalia, voiced reserva- 
tions about the mission to 
“get Aideed." 

It quoted Gen. Hoar as 
saying: “I told the policy 
guys that it was a bad thing 
to do. I thought there was a 
50 per cent chance of get- 
ting the required intelli- 
gence, and, once gotten, 
only a 50 per cent chance . 
that we would get Aideed. 
So it was a 25 per cent 
chance of success.” 

Gen. Powell was similar- 
ly dubious. 

“We sent Task Force 
Ranger with the greatest 
reluctance,” he was quoted 
m the report. But because 
the top officers in Moga- 
dishu supported the mis- 
sion, he said, “I will go 
along since as a general 


prindple I believe in sup- 
porting the commander in 
the field." 

The aggressive pursuit of 
Gen. Aideed amici a broad- 
er policy of U.S. force re- 
ductions in Somalia re- 
flected the “uncoordinated 
and unclear" U.S. policies, 
according to the report. 

“It was a mistake to seek 
to marginalise the (Somali) 
warlords,” it contended. 
“More emphasis should' 
have been placed on poli- 
tical negotiations prior to 
deciding to use military 
force.” 

The military did not 
escape criticism in the re- 
port. It said the Army Ran- 
ger unit that conducted the 
Oct. 3 raid was hampered 
by an overzealous, “can- 
do” attitude typical of spe- 
cial forces. 


Moreover, it said, Gen. 
Garrison established a pre- 
dictable pattern in the ran- 
gers’ pursuit of Gen. 
Aideed that “served to 
announce the presence and 
mission of his task force, if 
they were not already 
known, and to reveal some 
of the tactics that the task 
force would use." 


Veteran U.S. diplomats urge support 
for Palestinians, Syrian-Israeli track 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
U.S. diplomacy in die coming 
months should focus on im- 
mediate and additional eco- 
nomic support for the Palesti- 
nian National Authority, now 
about to expand its rule to 
key cities in the West Bank, 
and quick movement on the 
Syrian-Israeli track. 

This was the consdered 
views of four retired Amer- 
ican ambassadors, who have 
devoted virtually their entire 
careers to the Arab-Israeli 
conflict, and a onetime White 
House aide, who took part in 
the pace-setting Camp David 
negotiations about 20 years 
ago. 

All viewed the expansion 
of Palestinian rule and Israeli 
pullout from die major towns 
m the West Bank as “a posi- 
tive step” but some saw 
“problems” in die second- 
phase agreement signed 
September 28 in the White 
House between Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat an4 
Israeli Prime Minister Yh\ 
zhak Rabin. 

One former ambassador 
volunteered that the meticu- 
lous accord lay die founda- 
tions for a Palestinian state 
on the West Bank and the 
Gaza Strip. 

Edward P. Djerejian, for- 
mer Assistant Secretary of 
State for Near Eastern 
Affairs, called for a “very 
strong American leadership 
role in assuring that finan cial 
resources” be committed 
forthwith to the Palestinian 
National Authority “to show 
the fruit of peace.” 

He cautioned against “the 
mistake that was made in not 
getting international donor 
mods immediately into the 
channel once the Gaza- 
Jericho accord was signed” 
two years ago. 

On the other hand, he 
stressed that “there will be no 
peace between Israel and her 
Arab neighbours without a 
breakthrough on the Israelis 
Syrian track.” 


He pointed out that 
“whereas the Israeli- 
Palestinian track represents 
the political core of the Arab- 
Israeli conflict, the Israeli- 
Syrian equation represents 
the geopolitical core of the 
conflict.” 

The onetime senior aide to 
ex-Secretazy of State James 
A. Baker, who initiated the 
Madrid Middle East peace 
conference in 1991, went on 
to say that in the absence of 
movement on the Syrian- 
Israeli track, “the 
Palestinian-Israeli negotia- 
tions on the final status and 
even the concluded Israeli- 
Jordan treaty cannot be truly 
consolidated because of the 
pressures of unfinished busi- 
ness on the northern front.” 


Mr. Suddorth, ambassador 
in Amman in 1987 with die 
start of the Palestinian intifa- 
da, or uprising, against Israeli 
rule in the occupied territor- 
ies, expressed hope that the 
upcoming Palestinian elec- 
tions can proceed “without 
major disruption.” 

He cautioned against 
under-estimating the feel- 
ings, “particularly of the 
Israeli ' settlers, and of the 
Palestinians” who are' 
opposed to the second-phase 
accord. He recalled die muni- 
cipal elections in the West 
Bank in 1976 when sym- 
pathisers of the PLO won 
entire slates, much to “die 
chagrin of the Israelis" who 
later suspended them. 


In addition to Mr. Djere- 
jian, whose last diplomatic 
post was in 1993 when he was 
named ambassador to Israel, 
the others interviewed were 
Roscoe S. Suddorth, former 
ambassador to Jordan; Wil- 
liam A. Rugh, former ambas- 
sador to United Arab Emi- 
rates; Andrew I. Killgore, 
former ambassador to Qatar; 
and William B. Quandt, head 
of the Middle East Desk at 
the National Security Council 
during the Carter administra- 
tion. 


Mr. Djerejian, who has 
also served as ambassador to 
Syria, noted that the Israeli- 
Palestinian agreement was “a 
very important step” because 
it marked “the be ginnin g of 
the legitjmisation of the 
Palestinian leadership” — a 
point made by the other for- 
mer ambassadors. 

The former State Depart- 
ment official felt that Presi- 
dent CKn ton and Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher 
should now become “perso- 
nally involved” to bring Sy- 
rian President Hafez AJ Asad 
and Israeli Prime Minister 
Rabin “to the point where 
they would be able to make 
the tough decisions.” 


Mr. Suddorth, now presi- 
dent of The Middle East In- 
stitute, a Washington think- 
tank, also expressed hope 
that the upcoming months 
before the elections and the 
start of the final-status nego- 
tiations be used “to build 
confidence and to get some . 
economic development” 
underway in the region. 

Mr. Rugh, former ambas- 
sador to Yemen as well as die 
United Arab Emirates, with 
previous diplomatic postings 
in. Damascus and Cairo, said 
if one takes the long view and 
look at the last four decades, 
the Middle East peace pro- 
cess has brought about “real 
change — the ship has been 
turned around ana it is mov- 
mg. 


overall picture.” 

Andrew Killgore, now the 
publisher of the Washington 
Report on the Middle East, 
saw the just-concluded agree- 
ment as “heading toward the 
Palestinian state” although, 
he noted, that the Palesti- 
nians were getting “a little 
something, but not much. 
He repeated the Arabic 
saying, “better than no- 
thing.” 

He hoped that the U.S. 
government would be helping 
the Palestinians “a lot more 
in the near future and stres- 
sed the importance of Israel's 
adherence to the pullout 
dates “so that the Palestinian 
elections can take place.” 

He expressed fear that if 
the Israeli opposition party, 
Likud, vans die national elec- 
tions next year “we go back 
to zero, almost.” He added, 
“I think that is the main 
danger.” 

After noting the positive 
achievements, Mr. Quandt 
did not see the accord as one 
on which future agreements 
“are going to be easily built." 
He was awed that “it took 
450 pages to write down the 
details... suggesting a compli- 
cated and unworkable agree- 
ment.’' 


He acknowledged that the 
process has been “slower 
than we hoped” but never- 
theless he felt “very good 
about it... (especially) that 
progress is being made.” 
Mb'. Rugh, who this year 
was named president of an 
educational and advising 
group called Amideast, stres- 
sed the crucial importance of 
a basic agreement between 
Syria and Israel, which he 
saw as “the trig step that 
needs to be taken m the 


He admitted he may be 
“too pessimistic” and then 
went on to urge that the 
United States ought to in the 
future act more than a “facili- 
tator” or “mailman” but 
“more like a catalyst, which 
involves putting forth some 
ideas to overcome some 
obstacles, putting cash on the 
table or offering specific com- 
mitments and guarantees.'’ 
He agreed that the role 
played by Ambassador 
Richard Holbrooke in the 
Bosnia negotiations was “a 
good (example) of what ac- 
tive American diplomacy can 
do” but wondered whether a 
similar approach can be 
undertaken on the Syrian- 
Israeli track. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Sudanese president to visit Qatar 


khaRTOUM (AFP) — Sudanese President Omar Al 
Bashir was due to start a two-day visit to the Gulf state of 
Qatar on Sunday for tlaks with officials there on bilateral 
relations and regional issues, an official 
Lieutenant-General Bashir will arrive from Vietnam, 
where he is currently on a state visit as part of an Asian tour 
that also took him to China, said the statement vued by 
the first undersecretary of the Sudanese Foreign Ministry. 
Awad A! Karim Fadlullah. 


Ben Yahya gives interview to Israeli TV 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — Tunisian Foreign Minister Habib 
Ben Yahya, in his first interview on Israeli state television, 
said his country wanted to help revive the stalled peace 
talks between Israel and Syria. “We must now round off 
the unfinished symphony of peace by working harder on 
the Syrian and Lebanese tracks so that everyone can live in 
peace and security." he said in the interview broadcast on 
Friday night. The minister said Tunis wanted to play a 
“discreet" role in reviving the Syrian-Israeli negotiations, 
as it had done “in the final quarter of an hour of talks last 
week that led to the Taba accord on extending self-rule. 
Mr Ben Yahya was interviewed in the U.S. capital after 
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat and Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin signed the West Bank accord at the White 
House on Thursday. Israel and Tunisia have no diplomatic 
relations but signed an agreement in October 1994 jo open 
interests sections' in Tel Aviv and Tunis. In March, Tunisia 
informed the Jewish state that the opening was to stay on 
hold. 


4 French citizens killed in Turkey bus crash 


ANKARA (R) — Four French citizens were killed and 21 
'people injured when a tourist bus overturned in Turkey s 
western province of Izmir early on Saturday , Izmir police 
said. “The four killed were French, and 17 more French 
people, two Lithuanians and two Turks were injured, a 
police official told Reuters. “The bus hir the roadside 
barrier and overturned. It was due to careless driving. The 
accident occurred near the township of Selcuk. close to the 
ancient town of Ephegus on Turkey's Aegean coast and a 
popular destination for tourists. Turkey has one of the 
world's highest traffic accident death rates. 


5 killed in Abu Dhabi crane collapse 


ABU DHABI (R) — A crane at a construction site 
collapsed on to a street in Abu Dhabi on Saturday, killing 
five people and injuring several, police and witnesses said. 
"There are five dead. We are still investigating. It's one of 
the worst construction accidents in 10 years,” said one 
policeman. “It’s not clear whether the dead are labourers 
or engineers. Others were wounded, but I don't know how 
many." Witnesses said the crane crushed a foreman’s 
trailer at the construction site of a 16-storey building on 
Abu Dhabi's Comiche Road. 


Publisher of book on Kurds sentenced to prison 


ISTANBUL (AP) — The publisher of a book on Kurds was 
sentenced to five months in prison after the work was 
deemed separatist , propaganda, the publishing house 
announced. Ayse Nur Zarakolu, owner of Beige Pub- 
lishing. was convicted by the semi-military state security 
court for printing the book "Kurds' Internal War." Ms. 
Zarakolu told the Associated Press she would appeal. A 
six-month prison term for Ms. Zarakolu was ratified by the 
appeals court in July for a book written by Yasar Kaya. the 
chairman of the pro-Kurdish Democracy Party that was 
ordered shut down last year. She has to start serving that 
sentence Dec. 25. Ms. Zarakolu spent six months in jail last 
year for another book her company had published. She is 
still on trial for eight other books’. Scores of writers, 
journalists, and publishers have been convicted and impris- 
oned for similar reasons. Turkey has come under severe 
criticism for its crackdown on freedom of expression. 


Suspected militants 
kill 2 in south Egypt 


ASSIUT (R) — Suspected 
Muslim militants shot dead a 
policeman and a driver in the 
southern Egyptian town of 
MaJIawi on Saturday, secur- 
ity sources said. 

They said gunmen opened 
fire on a police car in front of 
the local state security chiefs 
house. Four policemen and 
two passers-by were wound- 
ed, the sources added. 

While fleeing from the 
crowded street where the 
attack took place, the gun- 
men opened fire on a police- 
man and a driver who were 
walking to work. The two 
died -immediately, police 
said. 

Sources at the hospital in 
Mallawl, 260 kilometres 
south of Cairo, said some of 
those wounded in the first 
shooting were in serious con- 
dition. 

Mallawj, one of the major 
towns in Minya province, has 
been the centre of dashes 
between police and members 
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CHURCHES 

St. Mary of Nazareth Church 
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St- Joseph Church Tel. 62459(1. 
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637440. 

De la SaDe Church Tel. 661757 
Temsaucta Church Tel: 622366 
Church of the Annunciation Tel. 
623541. 

AngBcan Church Tel. 630851. Tel. 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Tel. 

775261. 

St. Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 
A mman International Church Tel. 
652526. 

EvangeBeal Lutheran Church Tel: 
82432K. 

German-speaking Evangelical Coo- 

KTCKation Tel. 6H4I95 

The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 654932 

Church of Nazarcoe Tcl.675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church in 

Amman 

Tel. 811295 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the . .Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. ; 


Gradual drop of temperatures is 
expected with winds becoming 
northwesterly moderate lo active. 
In Aqaba, winds will he northerly 
moderate to active and seas calm. 


Min^Mox. temp. 

Amman 17/29 


Aqaba 24/36 

Deserts 14/32 

Jordan Valley 22/35 

Yesterday's high temperatures.: 
Amman 35. Aqaba 41. Huraidiiy 

readings: Amman 27 per cent.. 

Aqaba 16 per cent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Mukhlcs Mazahrah 820425 

Dr. Jum'a Abu Dhiab 758848 

Dr. Walid A1 Masri 675485 

Dr. Yousef Rashcd 896301 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 77K336 

A1 Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

A! Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmcisani pharmacy 637660 

Nairoujh pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

1RBID: 

Dr. Ali Shoqairi 246140 

Alquds pharmacy (—1 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Hilal Al Sayykl 986702 

Khalifch pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 6371 1 ! 

Civil Defence Department 6611 11 
Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank.. 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 63(1321 

Hold Complaints 60580(1 

Price Complainls 661 176 

Water ana Sewerage 

Complaints K974A7 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints., 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661 101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flighl Information .... 08-53310 
Ouccn Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 


Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn 644281/6 
Akilch Maternity. J. Amn. 

642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Malhas.J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcisani 664171/4 

Shmcisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

ALMuasncr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

AJ-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhairecn ... 777101/3 
ALBashir.J. Aahrafich 775111/26 

Army. Marka 89161 1/15 

Ouccn Alia Hospital .... 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 607155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

(U9Y90D560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

AlHikma Modem Honital (09)990990 
The Arab Centre for Hcan and Special 

Surgery 865199 

UtBUh 

Princess Basina Hospital (E 127555 5 
Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

Ibn AI Nafccs Hospital (021247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital (03)3141 1 1 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 


department at the Ouccn AJia In- 
ternational Airport Tel. (0H)S32IM ■ 
J. where it should always be veri- 
fied. 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

(Terminal 1) 

04--3O Bangkok (RJ) 

87:15 Aqaba fRJ) 

0&30 Jeddah (RJ) 

0$:55 Lamaca(RJ) 

OfcOS Dbahran f RJ) 

09:10 Abu Dhahi (RJ) 

•W0 Beirut (Rj) 

09:50 Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

I&45 Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

17:00 Paris (RJ) 

17:50 London fRJ) 

1&00 Madrid. Geneva (RJ) 

18:15 Athens (RJ) 

1&25 Ankara. Istanbul (RJ) 

1&30 New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

18:45 Brussels. Frankfurt (RJ) 

19:40 Rome fRJ) 

20:15 Vienna: Munich (RJ) 

23:30 Aqaba (RJ) 

00:15 Cairo (Rj) 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

I0-J0 Sanaa (IY) 

J£40 Bahrain, Shariqah (GF) 

12:40 MOSCOW {GF) 

15:15 Rome. Damascus (AZ) 

I9*JS Cairo (MS) 


20:10 Beirut. (ME) 

21:20 London. Beirut (BA) 

22:20 Istanbul (TK) 

22^0 Athens (OA) 

M: 25 Amsterdam (KL) 

01:20 London (KJ) 

DEPASTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

(Terminal 1) 


05:00 Aqaba ( RJ) 

«*25 Madrid (RJ) 

S? 4 * Beirut (RJ ) 

97:45 Frankfurt (RJ) 

IkM Vienna. Munich (RJ) 

llsIO Tunis. Casablanca (RJ) 

J I:IS Romc(RJ) 

!! :15 Ankara. Istanbul (RJ) 

*1:40 Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

Athens (RJ) 

New Delhi (RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 

22 -■ Jeddah (RJ) 

rrf* Damascus t RJ) 

21:20 Ahu Dhahi. Dubai (RJ) 

Singapore, Jakarta (RJ) 

22:15 Bangkok (RJ) 

Other flights (Terminal 2) 

2“ Rome (AZ) 

Beirut (ME) 

Sanaa II Y) 

*2 -Doha (OF) 

Moscow (SU) 

J*® 5 Benin. London (BA) 

Amsterdam (KL | 

03s9fl Alberts (OA) 


HI J AZ RAILWAY 
TRAIN 

Dq>. Amman ... 8:00 a.m. every Monday 
Ait. Damascus 5:UUp.m. every Monday 
Dep- Damascus 7:30 a m. every Sunday 
Axt. Anna .... 5fl0 p.m. every Sunday 

MARKET PRICES 

Upper lower price in lit* per kg. 

Apple 60Q' 41X1 

Banana 680. 

Banana (Mukammur) 62W 

Cuhhagc 1 70 / 120 

Carrol 43V32U 

Cauliflower 300/180 

Cucumbers (large) 180/ 12 U 

Cucumbers (small) 300 / 200 

Eggplant 250/ 150 

Figs 350/250 

Garlic 7110/500 

Grapes 700/550 

Guava NXV50U 

Lemon 2711/200 

Marrow (large) 200/ 120 

Marrow (small) 380 / 220 

Mulukhta 170/120 

Okra ..., 85i>/71X» 

Onion (dry) 220? ISO 

Orange 51X1/41X1 

Pepper (h«) 240 / ISO 

Pepper (sweet) 22U / 150 

Pomegranate 340/250 

Pdlalo 2.MV 310 

■Spinach 3(KV2t)0 

Siring Beans 750 / 60 U 

Tomato MO/60 

Wuicr Melon 100/70 




of Egypt's largest aimed mili- 
tant organisation, Al Gaznaa 
Al Islamiya, for nearly a 
year. 

In a separate attack un- 
identified gunmen shot and 
seriously wounded an off- 
duty police guard near the 
town of Abu Qurqas, about 
20 kilometres north of Malta- 
wi, security sources said. 

Although crushed in Cairo 
and other big Egyptian cities, 
the Gamaa have remained ■ 
active in southern Egyptian 
provinces such as Assiut, - 
Minya and Sohag. The gun- 
men make use of the vast 
sugar cane fields and nearby . 
mountains to make hrt-ana- 
■run attacks against policemen 
to steal their weapons. 

More than 840 people, <• 
mostly police and militants, 
have been killed since the 
Gamaa launched a campaign 
of violence in 1992 ai ming to . 
overthrow President Hosni 
Mubarak’s government and 
establish a strict Islamic state. . 
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Tarshihi heads for UNRWA talks in Vienna 


A Medical Aid for Iraq team Saturday arrives in Amman with relief supplies en route 
to Baghdad (Petra photo) 

Volunteers arrive from London with 
£200,000 worth of medical aid for Iraq 


By Odeh Odeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The London- 
based Medical Aid for Iraq 
(MAI), a charity organisa- 
tion, is preparing to carry a 
shipment of drugs to Iraq 
cat Monday as pan of its 
campaign to help Iraqi hos- 
pitals especially those car- 
ing for children, according 
to Susan Funnell a member 
of the group which arrived 
in Amman Saturday with 
the shipment. 

"We are taking £200,000 
worth of drugs and medical 
equipment in two trucks as 
part of the MAI mission 


that started at the end of the 
Gulf war in 1991, said Ms. 
Funnell. 

She said the shipments, 
which over recent years 
have been sent every six 
months, are being organ- 
ised through the Arab Med- 
ical Committee set up by 
the Arab ministers of health 
in 1991 and will be delivered 
to the Iraqi National Red 
Crescent Society in Bagh- 
dad. 

Ms. Funnell, is one of 
five pharmacists in the 
group which volunteered to 
accompany the. shipment to 
Iraq. 

She said she hoped that 


the UN sanctions on Iraq 
will end soon. 

For his pan Hass an 
Khreis. the chairman of the 
Arab Medical Committee, 
said the c ommi ttee is send- 
ing its own shipment of 
food and medical supplies 
to Iraq on Oct 7. 

He said that the commit- 
tee, which has been sending 
regular shipments over the 
past five years, has also 
been cooperating with MAI 
and other charity organsa- 
tions in despatching vital 
medical aid to the Iraqi 
people. •• 



Health minister heads 
for WHO talks 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Health 
Aref Batayneh on Saturday left for Cairo 
to take pact in the 42nd session of the 
World Health Organisation’s (WHO) 
Mediterranean region committee which 
will open its meeting in the Egyptian cap- 
ital Sunday. Participants in the meeting 
will discuss the committee’s 1994 annual 
report and developments achieved in com- 
bating acquired immune deficiency syn- 
drome (AIDS). 

Malaysian deputy discusses 
Islamic studies centre 

AMMAN (Petra) — A visiting Malaysian 
parliamentarian on Saturday said his coun- 
try was currently studying the prospect of 
establishing a higher Islamic education 
institution in cooperation with Jordanian 
universities. Parliament member Azmi 
Haj Khaled said the institution will aim to 
teach Islamic studies and train Islamic 
? scholars with the aim of spreading Islamic 
education. At a meeting with Higher Edu- 
cation Minister Rateb Saoud, Mr. Khaled 
commended higher education institutions 
in Jordan and said his country is keenly 
interested in preparing an Arabic language 
and Islamic studies education programme. 
Mr. Khaled discussed with Dr. Saoud 
means of enhancing Jordanian-Malaysian 
ties in educational fields. The minister 
briefed the visiting parliamentarian on 
higher education in Jordan and the min- 
istry’s policies aiming 10 maintain its 
advanced level. He said S00 Malaysian 
students are currently enrolled at Jordan- ' 
ian state universities. 


Cold front expected 

AMMAN (Petra) — A cold air mass is 
expected to affect the Kingdom as of Sun- 
day evening, the Department of Meteorol- 
ogy said Saturday. The department fore- 
cast a tangible drop in temperatures, part- 
ly cloudy weather and possible showers in 
the northern and central parts of the King- 
dom. It said it expects the effect of the 
cold front to decrease Tuesday. 

PSD announces bridge 
closings 

AMMAN (Petra) — The King Hussein 
and Prince Mohammad bridges linking 
Jordao with the West Bank will close on 
Tuesday at 9:30 a.m. until Thursday morn- 
ing, the Public Security Department (PSD) 
announced. The PSD said the bridges will 
reopen on Thursday. The department also , 
announced that the border crossings ^ 
between Jordan and Israel will close from 
12 noon Tuesday until Thursday morning. I 

German parliamentarians 
to arrive today 


AMMAN (Petra) — A German parliamen- 
tary delegation headed by Bundestag Vice 
President Hans Klein will arrive in 
Amman today on a six-day visit to Jordan. 
During its visit, the delegation will meet 
with His Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan, the Regent, Upper House of Par- 
liament Speaker Ahma d Lawzi, Lower 
House Acting Speaker Abdul Hadi Majali 
and several officials. The delegation will 
also visit several development projects. 


FRANCO-AKAB FILM FESTIVAL 

Palestinian-Belgian-Fiench film “Dreams 
and Silence," at Abdul Haxneed Shorn an 
Foundation, at6:00p jn. 

FAIR 

* Display of Algerian products at Amman 
International Exhibit at Maij Al Hamam 
(11:00 ajn. -&00 pjn.) 


EXHIBITIONS 

•Photography exhibition "Islam in Spain" 
at Institute Cervantes, Jabal Amman 

• Joidaniai>Syrian-Turidsh products at 
King Abdullah Gardens, Al Bassam HalL 

• Works by Lamia Abdel Sahib and Samer 
Ousama entitled "Aux Sources Orientales 
de la Fontaine,” at the French 

Cultural Centre.* 


By GbafiaAM 

Special to die Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — The Director 
General of the Foreign 
Ministry's Department of 
Palestinian Affairs, Ibrahim 
Tarshihi, will head for 
Vienna Sunday at the head 
of a delegation to attend 
what could be the last annu- 
al meeting of the Advisory 
Commission of the United 
Nations Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA) in Vien- 
na. 

Mr. Tarshihi told the Jor- 
dan Tunes” that the next 
meeting could be held in 
Amman . as the agency 
would have completed the 
relocation of its headquar- 
ters to the region. 

He said it could be diffi- 
cult for the agency to meet 
in Gaza, its new headquar- 
ters, because of political 
factors that would block the 
way for Syria and Lebanon 
to attend the meeting of the 
advisory commission 
which was set up in 1950 to 


assist UNRWA's commis- 
sioner general in carrying 
out his duties. 

Mr. Tarshihi said that the 
meeting in Vienna will 
review a report submitted 
by the agency's Commis- 
sioner General liter Turk- 
men about UNRWA’s oper- 
ations, services and budget. 

The meeting will bring 
together representatives of 
donor countries as well as 
Jordan, Syria and Lebanon, 
the host countries of Pales- 
tinian refugees. 

"Those countries will pre- 
sent their views about 
UNRWA's operations as 
well as the problem of 
Palestinian refugees," said 
Mr. Tarshihi. 

He said that the one-day 
meeting will also discuss 
the series of recent prob- 
lems that have been 
encountered by the agency 
and its employees. 

Although UNRWA work- 
ers have staged several sit- 
ins during which they 
pressed many demands for 



Ibrahim Tarshihi 

the improvement of work- 
ing conditions, he said, 
there was not any direct 
answer whether the agency 
is wilting to meet those 
demands. 

Therefore, he said, some 
of these demands will be 
tackled during the meeting. 

UNRWA workers staged 
two sit-ins earlier last 
month to protest against the 


agency's failure to meet 
their demands regarding 
salary hikes, end of service 
compensations as well as 
health, education and social 
services. 

Labour committees at 
UNRWA have threatened to 
stage an open strike if the 
agency fails to meet their 
demands. 

"In the meeting we will 
bring up issues that we 
believe are fair,” said Mr. 
Tarshihi in response to a 
question whether the dele- 
gation would raise the 
employees' demands. 

In particular, he said, the 
Jordanian delegation would 
bring up the issue of the 
Educational Sciences Fac- 
ulty, which UNRWA had 
decided to close but later 
agreed to suspend the deci- 
sion for one year. 

UNRWA had said its deci- 
sion to shut down the facul- 
ty was prompted by budget 
constraints, but postponed 
the implementation of the 
decision after consultations 


with Jordanian and Pales- 
tinian officials and receiv- 
ing pledges that the two 
sides would help it obtain 
international financing for 
the college. 

Mr. Tarshihi said that for 
the faculty to open for one 
more year is not enough, 
and "our concern is the con- 
tinuity of the faculty's ser- 
vices." 

The Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, also reported that Mr. 
Tarshihi will address the 
meeting to outline the gov- 
ernment's stand on the 
agency's services and oper- 
ations in the Kingdom's 
refugee camps. The King- 
dom hosts more than 40 per 
cent of the Palestinian 
refugees and UNRWA 
employs abouL 6,000 peo- 
ple in Jordan. 

Director of Occupied Ter- 
ritors Section Abdul Karim 
Abul Haijah will be the act- 
ing director general during 
Mr. Tarshihi's absence. 


NRA, American firm explore potential 
for oil exploration in northeast 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
American oil company, 
Andarko, Saturday signed a 
letter of intent with the Nat- 
ural Resources Authority 
(NRA) to start prospecting 
for oil in Jordan, according 
to NRA Director General 
Fakhreddin Daghestani. 

Dl Daghestani, who 
signed the letter with .the 
Andarko Vice President 
John Seitz, told the Jordan 
Times that the American 
firm will later sign a memo- 
randum ^o£ randerstanding 
' with Jordan' defining the 
, areas where - the " . oD 
prospecting work will be 
carried out 

He added that it will take 
the company three months 
to study various aspects of 
the prospecting project 
before signing a final agree- 
ment with the government. 

Dl Daghestani said initial 
agreement was reached 
with the company to start 
work in the northeast part 
of the kingdom near the 
Risheh district close to the 
Iraqi border. 

Mr. Seitz was received by 
Acting Minister of Energy 
and Mineral Resources 


Mo hammad Abu Aleem in 
the presence of Dr. Daghes- 
tani for a discussion on die 
project and to hear from 
Mr. Seitz about- his compa- 
ny's projects in other parts 
of the world. 

Dr. Abu Aleem was quot- 
ed by the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, as saying 
that there were signs of oil 
in commercial quantities in 
the northeast areas of Jor- 
dan, and Andarko will be 
granted a concession to 
conduct ..its prospecting in 
that particular area. 

His views were echoed by 
Mr. Seitz wbo said that pre- 
liminary studies and seis- 
mological tests conducted 
by the company have 
showed good prospects for 
finding oil in the basalt 
areas in the Risheh district 

Dl Daghestani said the 
agreement to be signed 
with Andarko covers pro- 
duction sharing and cooper- 
ation with the NRA. 

Trans Global, another 
American oil company 
signed a memorandum of 
understanding with foe 
NRA on Sept. 5 to prospect 


7JL* 
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Acting Minister of Energy Mohammad Abn Aleem Saturday discusses oil exploration 
prospects with John Seitz, vice president of Andarko, an American oil firm, and an 
accompanying delegation (Petra photo) 


for oil in foe Dead Sea and 
foe Jordan Valley regions. 

The agreement commits 
foe company to drilling at 
least two exploratory wells 
in the Dead Sea area, con- 


ducting seismologjcal sur- 
veys and holding geophysi- 
cal studies, according to 
Khaled Shiyab bead of foe 
oil department at foe NRA. 

Mr. Shiyab said other 


firms are expected to show 
interest in oil exploration in 
foe Kingdom, and agree- 
ments with these oil firms 
are expected before foe end 
of 1995. 


Business groups sign intent to form Jordan-India council 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Federation of Indian Cham- 
bers of Commerce and 
Industry Saturday signed an 
agreement with foe Amman 
Chamber of Industry to 
establish a Jordan-India 
Business Council aimed at 
stimulating trade between 
India and Jordan and pro- 
moting inves tme nts and the 
transfer of modern technol- 


ogy especially in industrial 
fields. 

Manay Kumar of foe Indi- 
an federation said the 
agreement marks the begin- 
ning of a new era of eco- 
nomic and trade relations 
between the two countries 
and promoting trade 
exchanges. 

In an address at foe sign- 
ing ceremony. Ml Kumar 


said the balance of trade 
between India and Jordan is 
in favour of the Kingdom 
which last year sold his 
country $155 million worth 
of products in exchange for 
$53 million worth of Indian 
products. 

Ministry of Industry and 
Trade Secretary General 
Mohammad Smadi said the 
recent political and eco- 


nomic developments in foe 
region require that India 
and Jordan revise their 
trade agreements with a 
view to promoting 
exchanges and increasing 
and diversifying goods 
exchanged between them. 

He said that Jordan has 
recently enacted laws 
aimed at promoting joint 
investments and added that 


foe joint council was 
expected to create an 
opportune climate for pro- 
moting trade Dr. Smadi 
noted that Jordan was in foe 
process of joining foe 
World Trade Organisation 
next year and was currently 
bolding talks with foe Euro- 
pean Union on facilitating 
the entry of Jordanian prod- 
ucts into European markets. 


Agriculture department staff 
learn fire combating procedures 


AMMAN (Petra) — A 
national t rainin g course on 
combating forest . fires 
opened Saturday at foe 
Department of Range and 
Afforestation. 

The course, in which 24 
employees representing 

various departments of 
agriculture are participat- 
ing, is organised by foe 
Arab Organisation for Agri- 
cultural Development 

(AOAD) in cooperation 
with the Ministry of Agri- 
culture. 

Delivering a speech on 
behalf of Minister of Agri- 
culture Mansour Ben Tarif 
at foe opening ceremony. 
Ministry Secretary General 
Ghaleb Abu Urabi said it 
was necessary at present to 
increase forest areas in foe 
Kingdom for environmen- 
tal reasons as well as to pre- 
vent soil erosion and devel- 
op water sources. 

Mr. Abu Urabi said forest 
fires damage environmen- 
tal balance and are detri- 


mental to biodiversity. 

Despite that foe number 
of forest fires in Jordan is 
modest compared with 
other countries, the King- 
dom is attentive to forest 
fire prevention, foe secre- 
tary general said 

He said a developed net- 
work of forest stations and 
towers were built in wood- 
ed areas, and modem com- 
munication equipment was 
installed 

Director of AOAD’s 
regional office in Jordan 
Abdul Hameed Al Kayed 
stressed in another address 
foe importance of proper 
training in combating forest 
fires. 

He added that forests con- 
stitute only 2.6 per cent of 
the total area of the Arab 
World 


PHILADELPHIA BOOK GALLERY 


’A QUALITATIVE LEAP IN THE WORLD 
OF GREAT BOOKS’ 

What makes Jordan a modem cultural centre ? 

Making available for readers of all 
ages & tastes the latest publications 
in the world of culture & knowledge. 

******** 

Philadelphia Book Gallery 
P.O.Box 3287 - Amman 11181 Jordan 
WasfiAI-Tal (Gardens) St. 

Opposite Tabba'a Mosque 
Telefax : 605861 

********* 
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Tahiti, Australia question 
France’s Pacific role 


PAPEETE, Tahiti (R) - 
Tahitians have conceded 
they could not stop France’s 
final nuclear test campaign 
and accused Paris of declar- 
ing a “state of war”. 

At the same Australia 
questioned France’s role in 
the South Pacific and called 
on it to apologise for the 
tests. 

“We are in a state of war,” 
said Roland Ol dham, 
spokesman for Hiti Tau, an 
umbrella group of non-gov- 
ernment organisations 
which promotes non-violent 
protests. 

“It’s war that’s been 
declared by the French 
state. That's the way we feel 
deep in our heart, but of 
course we don't bave arms, 
guns or nuclear arma- 
ments,” he said. 

Australian Prime Minister 
Paul Keating, speaking in 
Sydney, urged France to 
apologise * for resuming 
nuclear tests and called into 
question the legitimacy of 
the French Pacific connec- 
tion: 

“The fact is what France 
has done has called into 
question the legitimacy of 


its connections in tire 
Pacific for its contempt and 
betrayal of the values that 
democracies have... ,” Mr. 
Keating told an Australian 
Labour Party conference. 

“Because it is a democra- 
cy, it ought to have respect 
for die people where it is 
testing. It's not testing these 
weapons in its own metro- 
politan territory, it's testing 
them on an area of the 
Pacific it calls its own,” Mr. 
Keating said. 

French Polynesia's lead- 
ing anti-nuclear activist 
Oscar Temaru said France’s 
final series of nuclear tests 
was now unstoppable, but 
Mr. Keating vowed to con- 
tinue to pressure Paris. 

Ml Keating said his gov- 
ernment was seeking United 
Nations support to condemn 
the tests. “I can assure you 
the government wilt fight 
this to the end,” he said. 

Mr. Temaru said he did 
not believe there would be 
more violence following the 
second test, expected at 
anytime. 

“This is a peaceful people. 
There will be no trouble in 
this country, 1 can tell you,” 


said Ml Temaru. leader of 
the Tavini Huiiaatira Party 
(Liberation Front of French 
Polynesia), the territory's 
largest independence party. 

French President Jacques 
Chirac announced in June 
France would conduct .a 
final series of op to eight 
tests between September 
and May 1996. 

Rock-throwing rioters 
waged running battles with 
police under a rain of tear 
gas, burning Papeete 
'International Airport, build- 
ings and cars and looting 
shops after the first test at 
Mururoa Atoll on Sept 5. 

Mr. Oldham said the only 
guarantee for peace was to 
immediately stop the test- 
ing. 

“The first riot is only reac- 
tion by the people to stale 
terrorism, so I do think 
everybody has a good rea- 
son to be nervous...,” he 
said. 

The heavy armed-police 
presence now in Papeete 
was provocative, he said. 
There are some 800 gen- 
darmes now stationed here, 
three times the number for 
the first test 


“We feel like we are in 
prison, that we are crimi- 
nals. To os it is repression ” 
Mr. Oldham said. 

“We do believe in human 
rights... but we all have lim- 
its. If tbere is going to be 
violence it is not our fault” 

Ml Temaru said Tahitians 
must now focus on territori- 
al elections in March to gain 
their freedom from France. 

His Tavini Party holds 
five seats in the 41-sear 
French Polynesian 

Territorial Assembly, but it 
says the low voter support is 
b ecause many Tahitians do 
not vote. 

“Today we know we can 
organise demonstrations 

every day, but the French 
president will go ahead with 
the rest of the tests,” Mr. 
Temaru said. 

“I have said to my people, 
to concentrate their energy 
on the next general election 
— that’s a priority.” he said. 
“The main point of our 
struggle is to get our real 
freedom from the French 
colonialists.” 


Over 100,000 Tamils demand 
end to Sri Lankan air attacks 


COLOMBO (AFP) — Over 

100,000 Tamil civilians 
urged President Cbandrika 
Kumaratunga to order a halt 
to air attacks in northern Sri 
Lanka following the bomb- 
ing of a school, separatist 
Tamil rebels said Saturday. 

The clandestine radio of 
the rebel Libera tion T igers 
of Tamil Eelam (UTTE) said 
more thah 100,000 civilians 
protested the killing of 
school chiidreD in an air 
raid last week, according to 
Tamil sources who moni- 
tored the radio. 

At the end of a three- hour 
inarch in the LTTE-con- 
trolled Jaffna peninsula, the 
protestors, including reli- 
gious leaders, academics 
and students, produced a 
memorandum to Mrs. 
Kumaratunga demanding 
an end to air strikes. 

• Copies of the document 


were handed over to Jaffna 
representatives of the 
International Red Cross and 
United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
to be given to Mrs. 
Kumaratunga’s office here, 
the Voice of Tigers radio 
said. 

The LTTE has alleged that 
. 71 civilians, mostly school 
children, were killed when 
the air force bombed a 
school in Point Pedro town, 
which is located at the tip of 
the Jaffna peninsula. 

.The French organisation 
Doctors Without Borders 
said 44 people, including 34 
children, died in the inci- 
dent. 

The military has said that 
claims by foreign hu mani - 
tarian organisations ma y be 
true but insisted the air 
force had targetted a rebel 
base and accused the LTTE 


of turning school buildings 
into camps. 

Meanwhile, LTTE radio 
said guerrillas “completely 
destroyed” a police station 
in eastern Kalkudah town 
Friday, killing 23 policemen 
and Seizing a massive haul 
of weapons from the dernol- 
ished-building. 

The • military said 23 
policemen were kitiedand 
12 wounded in the pre- 
dawn strike in Ka lkudah by 
about 150 LTTE guerrillas 
in one of the worst attacks 
in the region since the mili- 
tants renewed their sepa- 
ratist w ar in April. 

The LTTE is fighting for 
an independent state in die 
northeast for Sri Lanka’s 
minority Tamils. More than 

50,000 have been killed in 
the protracted ethnic con- 
flict in the past two decades. 


Julia Carling voices despair, 
as Diana calls Will a 'fool' 


LONDON (AFP) — As 
Julia Carling voiced her 
despair at the break-up of 
her marriage after weeks of 
speculation about her bus- 
band Will’s friendship with 
the Princess of Wales, 
Princess Diana was report- 
ed as calling the England 
World Cup rugby captain a 
“fool." 

T had always valued my 
marriage as the most impor- 
tant and sacred part of my 
life and It hurts me very 
much to face losing my hus- 
band in a manner which has 
become outside my con- 
trol ” Julia Carling told 
journalists Friday. 

T have given total support 
to Will and this has unfortu- 
nately proved to no avail ” 
said the 30-year-old public 
relations executive, televi- 
sion presenter and model. 

Her 29-year-old husband 
also faced criticism from 
Princess . Diana, whore, 
friendship with him fuelled 
media speculation here in 
recent weeks after revela- 
tions that the pair tele- 
phoned each other two or 
three times a day to “gossip 
and giggle." 

According to reports in 


several tabloid newspapers 
Saturday, the princess was 
adamant that she was not to 
blame for the much publi- 
cised problems of the 
Catling marriage. 

She was quoted as telling 
close friends that the tem- 
porary separation was “not 
down to me.” 

“It is a matter for the 
Cartings. It is not my fault 
He’s made a fool of himself. 
Hie has behaved like a fool,” 
she is reported to have said 
Meanwhile, Will Carting 
brushed aside his marital 
problems and joked with 
business leaders about the 
rumours of his alleged 
secret meetings with the 
Princess of Wales. 

Speaking to local business 
people at a dinner Friday in 
Leicestershire, central 
England, Carling said he 
may have to call on them 
later to confirm his where- 
abouts that nighL 
He told his audience he 
had had “quite a difficult 
day” before joking with 
them about newspaper 
reports of his secret meet- 
ings with the princess. He 
referred jokingly to “secret 
trysts.” 


He then explained he 
would be using the audi- 
ence to verify his where- 
abouts for that evening, say- 
ing: T wifi be calling you 
all as witnesses.” 

The Cartings, who have 
been married for 15 months, 
' issued a statement 
Thursday that , they had 
“agreed to spend some time 
apart” and stressed that 
“nobody else is involved.” 
“They hope that by allow- 
ing themselves time apart to 
reflect, they will be able to 
get back together as soon as 
possible,” the statement 
said. 

Will Carting had already 
become a well-known face 
in European rugby through 
his sporting exploits, but in 
recent weeks he has hit the 
front pages of British 
papers through his friend- 
ship .with the Princess of 
Wales. 

After foe initial revela- 
tions by his former personal 
assistant Hilary Ryan of a 
“close friendship,” Carling 
announced he would not be 
seeing the princess again — 
and his wife warned that 
Princess Diana could have a 
fight on her hands. 


Russian voters may have booklet, 
not ballot, in upcoming election 


MOSCOW (AP) — So 
many candidates have 
entered foe race for Russia's 
parliament that voters may 
be given a booklet rather 
than a regular ballot on Dec. 
17 when the election is 
held. 

More than 60 parties and 
movements bave registered 


with foe Central Election 
Commission, the Interfax 
News Agency reported 
Friday. With 450 seats at 
stake, there could be thou- 
sands of names on foe bal- 
lot, 

Nikolai Ryabov, foe com- 
mission chairman, told a 
meeting of regional election 


officials that foe ballots may 
be in booklet form rather 
than a single-sheet list of 
candidates as in the past 
A poll released this week 
by the International 
Foundation of Electoral 
Systems found that a major- 
ity of Russians are confused 
about their voting rights. 


N. Korea 
rice talks 
widen to 
mull 

Japan ties 

. BEIJING (R) — 

Emergency rice talks 
between reclusive North 
Korea and its rich adver- 
saries Japan and South 
Korea widened Saturday to 
the prickly issue of how to 
normalise Pyongyang's 
ties with Tokyo. 

North Korean * and 
Japanese negotiators began 
two days of talks on how to 
deliver some 200,000 
tonnes of rice pledged by 
Tokyo to Pyongyang, 
which has said summer 
floods killed 70 and caused 
$15 billion in damage, 
especially in agriculture. 

Also in Beijing, a sepa- 
rate group of North Korean 
officials held an unsched- 
uled fourth day of talks 
with negotiators from arch 
rival Sonfo Korea, seeking 
to break a three-day dead- 
lock. . 

As late as Friday evening 
South Korean officials- had 
said tbere was little hope 
for settling a row over 
what Seoul regards as 
Pyongyang’s hijacking of a 
South Korean trawler and 
that the sides could return 
home empty-handed. 

Seoul ‘ has pledged 

150,000 tonnes of free rice 
to Pyongyang but farther 
commitments hinge on foe 
fate of the 103-tonne 
Woo sung 86 and its surviv- 
ing eight crew. 

The ship was seized on 
May 30 by a North Korean 
patrol boat and three crew 
are reported to have died in 
custody. 

Getting rice to North 
Korea’s stricken popula- 
tion was the priority in 
both negotiating sessions, 
but sources said foe 
Korean-Japanese talks bad 
taken on far wider signifi- 
cance. 

Japanese diplomatic 
sources, noting that foe 
lack of foil diplomatic ties 
had hindered emergency 
aid shipments, said North 
Korean negotiators had 
been informed that Tokyo 
now was prepared to tackle 
the sensitive issue of nor- 
malisation. 

“The rice programme 
technically has nothing to 
do with foe normalisation 
issue, but Japan is saying 
that if North Korea wants 
to discuss it, Japan will 
accept,” one source said. 

“There has been no 
response from North 
Korea. Everything is 
unclear right now” he 
added. 



Judge Lance I to points to and yells at defence attorney Barry Scheck to sit down dur- 
ing a hearing following an objection by the defence on prosecutor Marcia Crark s 
closing rebuttal arguments in the O. J. Simpson murder trial in Los Angeles (Arr 
photo) 

Simpson’s fate now in hands of jury 


LOS ANGELES (R) — The 
jury in the OJ. Simpson 
minder trial finally took 
control of foe case Friday 
after more t han nin e months 
of testimony, taking the fete 
of the football hero in their 
hands. 

They must delve through 
more than 40.000 pages of 
evidence and more than 

1,000 exhibits to decide 
whether the football legend 
murdered his ex-wife, 
Nicole Brown Simpson, 
and her friend, Ronald 
Goldman, by viciously 
stabbing them to death or if 
he is the victim of a police 
conspiracy. 

Simpson has pleaded not 
guilty to foe June 12, 1994, 
murders. 

A web of intrigue, vio- 
lence and conspiracy has 
been woven by both prose- 
cutors and defence lawyers 
over the last nine months, 
and it is up to foe jury to 
decide which side has made 
foe most credible arguments 
and put on the most believ- 
able witnesses. 

Their mammoth task in 
foe most widely watched 
trial in foe history of the 
United Stares — its televi- 
sion coverage has surpassed 
that of presidential elec- 
tions, foe Gulf War and foe 
Middle East peace agree- 
ments — is to son foe 
wheat from the chaff. 

There is plenty of both. 
Prosecutor .Christopher 
Darden, in his highly 
praised delivery of prosecu- 
tion closing arguments, 
exhorted foe jurors to find 
their way through the 
“smoke” created by 
Simpson's “dream team” of 
defenders. 

Simpson’s defence, led by 


celebrated attorney Johnnie 
Cochran, has given the jury 
multiple reasons to find the 
former star r unnin g back 
not guilty. 

He was framed, Mr. 
Cochran said, in a police 
conspiracy headed by 
detective Marie Fuhrman, 
branded as a racist rogue 
cop who started foe series 
of events that led to 
Simpson's June 17 arrest 
last year by planting a 
bloody glove. That glove 
matched a similarly blood- 
smeared glove at foe crime 
sceoe outside Nicole 
Simpson’s townhouse, just 
hours after the murders. 

The defence, using con- 
jecture rather than hard evi- 
dence, has also painted a 
picture of a group of tainted 
Los Angeles cops who went 
along with Mr. Fuhrman's 
plan and planted false blood 
evidence at the crime scene 
and at Simpson's home. 

The prosecution, forced to 
admit that Mr. Fuhrman 
was a “lying racist” never- 
theless has said he could not 
bave planted the glove and 
has pointed to convincing 
scientific DNA evidence 
that puts Nicole Simpson’s 
blood on the defendant’s 
socks and Ronald 
Goldman’s blood in his 
white Ford Bronco. 

When Judge Lance Ito 
sent foe case to the jury 
shortly before 4 pjn. local 
time (0100 GMT) Biday, it 
was a year and three days 
after foe case officially 
began with jury selection. 

The start of the trial’s 
decisive phase came as 
crowds gathered outside the 
courthouse, police went on 
alert in preparation for the 
coming verdict and even 


President Bill Clinton 
expressed concern about the 
racial controversy stirred by 
foe case. 

.Given foe last word in 
closing arguments, prosecu- 
tor Marcia Clark wrapped 
up with a dramatic flourish, 
playing a 1993 taped emer- 
gency call in which Nicole 
Simpson was heard desper- 
ately and tearfully pleading 
for help against an enraged 
Simpson. 

As foe tapes played, 
images of her bruised and 
battered face and a crime- 
scene photo of her bloodied 
body flashed on a giant 
. courtroom screen. The vic- 
tims’ family members 
sobbed openly, some 
putting their hands over 
their ears to block out the 
audio. 

Prosecutors, who say foe 
famous defendant killed his 
ex-wife and Goldman in a 
fit of obsessive rage, want- 
ed those haunting images to 
be the last foe jurors saw. 

Ms. Clark's final words 
were spoken somberly and 
almost in a whisper 
“Because we have proven 
... far beyond a reasonable 
doubt that foe defendant 
committed these murders, 
we ask you to find foe 
defendant guilty of murder 
in foe first degree.” 

Judge Ito then gave the 
jury their final instructions 
before sending them back to 
foe jury room to choose 
their foreperson, who will 
guide them through their 
deliberations. They derided 
in just five minutes, which 
legal analysts said was 
something of a record. 

The juty was to begin its 
deliberations Monday. 


Mandela argues publicly with De Klerk 


JOHANNESBURG (AFP) 
— An off-the-cuff comment 
by President Nelson 
Mandela about South 
Africa’s rampant crime 
sparked a heated exchange 
in a street late Friday with 
his deputy, former President 
Fredenk De Klerk, a news- 
paper repented Saturday. 

Mr. Mandela and Ml De 
Klerk, the two leading fig- 
ures in the government of 
national unity, were spotted 
having a sharp argument 
after they attended a formal 
dinner at a leading compa- 
ny’s’ new premises, the 
Saturday Star said. 

The exchange was appar- 
ently sparked by remarks 
made by Mr. Mandela dur- 


ing foe dinner in which be 
said South Africa's rampant 
crime was a problem inher- 
ited from foe former 
apartheid government, 
which Ml De Klerk head- 
ed. the report said 

After Mr. Mandela’s 
speech, the two leaders, 
who jointly won the Nobel 
Peace Prize in 1993, met on 
the street outride the build- 
ing and argued for several 
minutes, foe Saturday Star 
said. 

Ml Mandela's spokesman 
Parks Mankahlana told the 
newspaper that the presi- 
dent had simply been open 
about foe crime situation 
and “if that truth hurts any- 
one, thare is nothing the 


president can do." 

Mr. De Klerk’s 
spokesman declined to 
comment on the incident 

The relationship between 
Ml Mandela and Mr. De 
Klerk has been increasingly 
strained as foe two disagree 
over how to implement the 
unity government's plans to 
transform South Africa 
from apartheid to democra- 
cy. 

There are also divisions 
within Mr. De Klerk’s 
National Party over its dual 
role as junior member of 
Mr. Mandela’s government 
and an opposition party to 
foe ruling African National 
Congress. 


Portugal winds up election campaign 


LISBON (R) — Portugal 
wound up its election cam- 
paign in carnival mood as 
the two big political parties 
held jamborees in Lisbon to 
rally their supporters for a 
last time before Sunday's 
ballot 

Rock bands and dancers 
introduced the opposition 
Socialist Party (PS) in front 
of the historic Belem Tower 
beside foe Tagus River 
where leader Antonio 
Guterres addressed the flag- 
waving faithful. 

“We mustn’t let ourselves 
be swayed by dangerous 
euphoria,” Mr. Guterres, 
whose party leads in opin- 
ion polls, told thousands of 
noisy supporters in a gusty 
wind. 

“Don’t give yourselves 
the luxury of staying at 
home, but express your dis- 
content with foe past by 


voting for us,” foe 46-year- 
old engineer said as foe 
Belem Tower lit up in red 
and green, Portugal’s 
national colours, behind 
him. 

Me Guterres’s Socialists 
are favourites to dislodge 
the - centre-right Social 
Democrats (PSD), who 
have ruled Portugal for foe 
last decade undo- Prime 
Minister Anibal Cavaco 
Silva. 

“The main protagonist of 
tbe last 10 years fled foe 
verdict on his record in 
office,” said Socialist presi- 
dential candidate Jorge 
Sampaio, who will have to 
wait until e&rly next year 
before be faces tbe elec- 
torate in presidential polls. 

Ml Cavaco Silva, who 
ends his mandate as prime 
minister Sunday, stepped 
down as PSD leader in 


February to make way for 
his longstanding . number 
two Fernando Nogueira. 

Opinion polls suggest that 
neither of foe big parties are 
likely to win enough votes 
to gain a majority in foe 
230-seal parliament. 

The Communists on the 
left and foe Popular Party 
on the right are expected to 
win enough — around 10 
per cent each — to deny 
either of the big parties the 
51 per cent 

The PSD rally in central 
Lisbon was a sea of orange 
as thousands dressed in foe 
party’s colour came to hear 
Mr. Nogueira. 

“The option is dean 
either a PSD government 
which is good news for all 
Portuguese, or a govern- 
ment of foe left which 
means we're all losers ” the 
45-year-old lawyer said. 


Reeve says love of 
family put him off 
suicide 

WASHINGTON (AFP) 
Superman star Christopher 
Reeve wanted to end it all 
after a fall from a horse 
made him a quadriplegic 
but the love of his wife and 
children convinced him to 
go on living. In a televised 
interview aired Friday — 
Reeve’s first since the May 
accident — tbe actor 
described his torment at 
being paralysed from tbe 
shoulders down. “The 
demons would get me in 
the middle of the night,” he 
said. “In my dreams I’d be 
whole, riding my horse, 
playing with my family. 
We’d be making love, 
we'd be doing everything. 
And then suddenly I'd. 
wake up and it's two in the 
morning and I'm lying in 
bed and 1 can’t move and 
l*m on a ventilator. Those 
are the worst times.” 
Reeve, 42, said he suggest- 
ed to his wife Dana 
Morosini, “Maybe I should 
just check out.” but that 
she told him she and the 
children loved him. 
“You’re still you,” she 
said. “I could see how 
much they needed me and 
wanted me ... and how 
lucky we all are and that 
my brain is on straight," be 
said. “The thought van- 
ished and has never come 
back again.” Reeve, who 
broke his neck while riding 
in an amateur competition 
in Virginia, must use a ven- 
tilator to breathe and is 
learning to move in an 
electric wheelchair. 

Cocaine by the 
glassful 

BOGOTA (R) — The best 
crystal may never have 
cost so much. Colombian 
police said they arrested 
five drug traffickers at 
Bogota's international air- 
port as they were preparing 
to load 10 boxes of glass- 
ware — with 110 packets 
of cocaine stashed inside 
them — onto an overseas 
flight. More than 245 kilo- 
grammes of foe costly 
white powder had been 
carefully tucked inside foe 
boxes stamped with rite 
usual “fragile — this end . 
up”, police said. 

Repo man gets car 
— and a baby 

KANSAS CITY, Missouri 
(R) — A man who repos- 
sessed a sporty car zipped 
off with the owner’s eight- 
day-old son in tbe track 
seat. Police said foe boy’s 
father, John Curtis, 23, left ’ 
the car ru nning while he • 
attended to baric business. . 
When he emerged from tbe 
bank, his black 1986 
Pontiac Firebird was miss- : 
ing, along with his infant - 
son. It took police about 30 * 
minutes to track tbe vehi- - 
cle down to foe reposses- • 
sion lot, where no one had ■ 
noticed the baby in the • 
back seat. The boy was 
unharmed, police said 

4 

Liz Taylor set for 
more surgery 

LOS ANGELES (R) — 
Actress Elizab eth Taylor 
will undergo surgery again 
after her second hip 
replacement operation was 
unsuccessful, her publicist 
said Taylor, 63, whose 
movie career has been 
overshadowed by a litany 
of health and personal 
problems, will enter hospi- 
tal in about three weeks to 
get a new replacement for 
her right hip. It was origi- 
nally replaced in June, 15 
months after she received a 
new left hip. 

Hillary Clinton 
plays host to her 
fan club 

WASHINGTON (R) — 

U.S. first lady Hillary 
Rodham Clinton hosted a 
reception for members of . 
her fan club, telling foe* 33 '. J 
“there is nothing to be in a " 
bad mood about” as they 
stick then: necks out for her 
and her causes. The unusu- 
al gathering in tbe East 
Room of foe White House 
honoured the 139 coordi- 
nators of the* 1 1 ,000-mem- 
ber Hillary Rodham 
Clinton Fan Club, based in 
Maryland 
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Radical students throw petrol bombs at teargas-firing riot police outside Sognag University in seoul while trying 
to make their way through the police tines towards the houses of former presidents Chun Doo-Hwan and Roh Tae- 
Woo (AFP photo) 

S. Korean government shaken by protests 


SEOUL (.AFP) — South 
Korea was shaken by a sec- 
ond straight day of violent 
anti-government protests 
Saturday, as thousands of 
students rallied nationwide 
. catling for the blood of two 
i former presidents. 

But the ruling party stood 
firm against the demands 
for indictment of generals- 
tumed presidents Roh Tae- 
Woo and Chun Doo-Hwan, 
blamed for a military coup 
in 1979 and massacre of 
civilians in 19S0. 

The nationwide protests by 
thousands of radical stu- 
dents, intellectuals and 
activists is posing a serious 
challenge to President Kim 
Young-Sam since be took 
office in early 1993, 
observers here said 
Police said some 30,000 
*’ university'' students were 
taking part in rallies in 
Seoul and 14 provincial 
cities Saturday afternoon to 
press for the punishment of 
Mr. Qiun and Ml Roh. ■ 

In Seoul some 16,000 riof 
police troops were deployed 


by evening around govern- 
ment buildings and prosecu- 
tors offices. They had cor- 
doned off the neighbour- 
hoods of Mr. Chun and Mr. 
Roh in central Seoul in 
expectation of an attempt to 
storm their homes. 

Normal Saturday crowds 
stayed off the streets in 
anticipation of a repeat of 
Friday’s violence which 
filled the streets with mar- 
gas and left at least 20 
injured 

Before sunset police 
allowed a crowd of 10,000 
slogan-chanting students, 
activists and opposition 
lawmakers, carrying ban- 
ners reading “execute the 
murderers!” to march down 
two cordoned-off lanes of 
the main street following a 
rally at a public park. 

Police said they had 
detained 32 protestors in 
Seoul Friday and formally 
arrested two of 'them for 
indictment, while sending 
the remaining 30 for sum- 
mary trials for up to 30 days 
in jail. 


Student radicals, who had 
lost much of the public sup- 
port they won (hiring their 
fight against military rulers 
following democratic 
reforms in 1987, were 
apparently encouraged by 
support from their teachers. 

Some 6,400 professors 
from 99 universities across 
the country put their names 
to a petition calling for the 
punishment of Mr. Chun 
and Mr. Roh. On Saturday 
they announced the setting, 
up of a formal association. 

In a statement, the “May 
18 group of professors who 
signed the petition, for 
indictment” denounced the 
decision by government 
prosecutor's not to indict Ml 
Chun and Ml Roh as a 
“betrayal” of the people and 
called for the drafting of a 
special law to punish them. 

May IS was the date in 
1980 which marked the start 
of the bloody Kwangju pro- 
democracy uprising in’? 
which some 200 people 
died. 

The . opposition camp 


echoed their demand, but 
appealed to students not to 
use violence. 

The rulin g Democratic 
Liberal Party (DLP) reaf- 
firmed the government’s 
decision not to reopen the 
case against Mr. Chun and 
Mr. Roh, who still have 
many followers in the ruling 
camp. 

“It is impossible to reopen 
tbe case which the prosecu- 
tion authorities already 
closed because of outside 
pressure ” party Secretary 
General Kang Sam-Jae told 
journalists. 

DLP spokesman Sohn Ha- 
Kyu accused the opposition 
camp of stirring up students 
to exploit tbe on-going 
protests ahead of next 
April’s National Assembly 
elections. 

Ml Chun and Mr. Rob 
seized power through a mil- 
itary coup in 1979. The 
coup later triggered the 
uprising in Kwangju. 


Powell played part in Wilson decision to bow out 


SAN FRANCISCO (R) — 
The long shadow of retired 
General Colin Powell 
dimmed California 

Governor Pete Wilson’s 
fond-raising prospects, con- 
. tributing to his decision to 
pull out of the race for the 
Republican presidential 
nomination, aides say. 

Mr. Wilson, 62, became 
the first Republican casual- 
ty of the 1996 presidential 
race Friday, announcing he 
was abandoning his quest 
for the • White House 
because of lack of cash. 

“As much as your hearts 
and mine tell me to fight on, 
my conscience tells me that 
to do so would be unfair to 
all of us,” Mr. Wilson told 
hundreds of cheering sup- 
porters in Sacramento, the 
California state capital. 

Ml Wilson, viewed as a 
moderate, bowed out after a 
. .campaign plagued by inter- 
rnal rifts, poor public opin- 
ion polls and bad luck as 
well as by financial difficul- 


ties. Nine declared candi- 
dates re main in the 
Republican field headed by 
Senate majority leader Bob 
Dole of Kansas. 

Mr. Wilson campaign 
Chairman Craig Fuller said 
there was no question per- 
sistent speculation about 
whether Gen. Powell, the 
popular retired chairman of 
tbe military Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, would enter the presi- 
dential race had hurt Ml 
W ilson. 

Mr. Fuller said Gen. 
Powell bad positions 
“which are in many cases 
quite close to Pete Wilson”. 

“We found some prospec- 
tive donors asking if they 
couldn’t wait (to contribute) 
until Powell made a deri- 
sion,” Mr. Fuller told 
Reuters. 

Gen. Powell says he will 
not make a derision on 
whether to run for president 
until he completes a tour to 
promote his new book. He 
has not said if he would run 


as a Republican or as an 
independent but polls show 
Gen. Powell could give Sen. 
Dole a close fight for the 
Republican nomination if 
be seeks it 

Sherry Bebitch Jeffe, a 
political analyst at 
California ’s Claremont 
Graduate School, agreed 
Gen. Powell had affected 
Mr. Wfison’s campaign. 
“Supporters and contribu- 
tors who might be with Mr. 
Wilson are holding back, 
waiting to see what Gen. 
Powell is going to do,” she 
said. 

Sen. Dole and senators 
Phil Gramm of Texas and 
Arlen Specter of 
Pennsylvania were among 
republican presidential 
hopefuls who said their 
campaigns would benefit 
from Ml Wilson’s with- 
drawal 

Mr. Wilson’s much-vannt- 
ed fond-raising machine did 
not get out of first gear. He 
raised for less money than 


did Sen. Dole and some 
other Republican candi- 
dates, and his campaign is 
about $1 million in debt 
aides say. 

Mr. Wilson’s campaign 
never recovered from a poor 
start In April, soon after be 
started campaigning, Mr. 
Wilson had throat surgery 
that stopped him from giv- 
ing speeches for several 
weeks at a crucial time, 
hurting his fund-raising. 

Mr. Wilson lagged behind 
Sen. Dole in tbe polls, even 
in the governor's home state J 
and many Califo rnians dis- 
approved of Mr. Wilson 
breaking bis pledge not to 
run for president in 1996. 

Many commentators spec- 
ulate Ml Wilson could be 
interested in the vice presi- 
dential slot on the 
Republican ticket in 1996. 

Ml Fuller said Mr. Wilson 
had not discussed that pos- 
sibility, but he added: “I 
think he should be on any- 
body’s short list” 


11 miners dead, search for 52 others continues in India 


DHANBAD, India (AP) — 
Workers placed boulders to 
stem the flow of a swollen 
canal that flooded 12 coal 
mines in a northern Indian 
state, trapping dozens of 
workers, officials said 
Saturday. 

Rescue workers have 
recovered 11 bodies of min- 
ers from tbe pits so far aid 
officials said they believe 
some of the miners could 
still be alive after 
Wednesday’s accident in 


Bihar state. 

Heavy monsoon rains and 
water from the breached 
canal had swirled into die 
pits 145 metres (485 feet) 
deep, trapping 63 miners, 
officials and police said. 

By Saturday, rescue teams 
installed three giant pumps 
to remove millions of gal- 
lons of water from the mine. 
They hope to add a fourth 
pump by Sunday, said chief 
engineer Sharda Prasad. 

Efforts were also cm to 


divert tbe canal to cut off 
the water supply to the 
mine , said A. K. Gulati, 
managin g director of the 
government-owned Bharat 
Coking Coal Ltd., which 
operates the mines. 

He said rescue teams 
would go into the mine only 
after all tbe water is pumped 
OUL 

Meanwhile, officials or- 
dered tbe relatives of tbe 
victims to move out of the 
area, fearing that the water 


from tbe canal could endan- 
ger their lives. 

But they resisted. They 
said the accident occurred 
due to negligence of the top 
management. They > said 
miners were asked to go 
down the pits even though 
officials knew that water 
was seeping into them. 

The area is about 125 miles 
(200 kilometres) south of 
Patna, the state capital. 


Chretien says no to debate on Quebec independence 


OTTAWA (AFP) — 
Canadian Prime Minister 
^fean Chretien refused 
^Friday to take part in a 
^bate on next month’s ref- 
erendum on whether his 
“onie province of Quebec 
®pould break away from 
Canada. 

.Quebec’s separatist pro- 
J^nrial Premier Jacques 
^rizeau had proposed a 
four-way debate involving 
pro- and anti-independence 


leaders from both the feder- 
al Canadian and Quebec 
provincial governments 
ahead of tbe Oct. 30 vote. 

‘flt’s obvious that for die 
first time in his life Mr. 
Parizeau has lost confidence 
in himself,” Mr. Chretien, 
who opposes Quebec sover- 
eignty, told the House of 
Commons. 

Mr. Parizeau had agreed 
in principle to a debate 
including Quebec's leading 


opponent of separation from 
Canada, Daniel Johnson. 
But Mr. Chretien said Mr. 
Parizeau simply was afraid 
to face Mr. Johnson alone. 

Other sovereignty propo- 
nents have suggested that 
Canadian federal officials 
should be involved in the 
debate, including Lucien 
Bouchard, bead of the pro- 
independence Bloc 

Quebecois in the House of 
Commons - 


“Mr. Parizeau needs Mr. 
Bouchard, that’s obvious, 
because he has lost confi- 
dence,” Mr. Chretien said 
Quebec separatists are 
trailing in polls for the 
mostly French-speaking 
province’s sovereignty ref- 
erendum, and some 
observers believe Mr. 
Parizeau is pushing hard to 
try to sway voters to the 
cause. 


Jordan Times, October 1, 1995 



Rebels and mercenaries in 
charge in Comoros Islands 


MORONI, Comoros Islands 
(R) — Army rebels backed 
by veteran mercenary Bob 
Denard’s forces were in 
control of the capital of the 
Comoros Islands Saturday. 

They controlled Moroni’s 
airport, radio station and 
other strategic buildings 
when die first group of for- 
eign journalists arrived fol- 
lowing Thursday’s coup 
d’etat 

“There is no fighting on 
the island, all is calm” coup 
leader Ca ptain Combo 
Ayouba told reporters at tbe 
airport. 

“We didn’t want to kill peo- 
ple, we didn’t want to malm 
blood flow,” be said, speak- 
ing in French. 

Residents in the Comoros 
Friday said seven people 
were killed in fighting (hir- 
ing the coup. 

Capt Combo beads a 
Transitional Military 
Committee (TMC, Comite 
Militaire de Transition) but 
said an interim president 
would be named shortly 
before multi-party elections 
in the Islamic republic of 
about 450,000 people. 

Capt. Combo defended the 
crural role played in tbe 
coup by French mercenary 


Denard, who also has 
Comoran nationality. 

“If you’re talking about 
Bob Denard, he is a 
Comoran, be is not consid- 
ered as a mercenary. He’s a 
soldier tike all other sol- 
diers,” said Capt Combo, 
bis band chest festooned 
with ammunition pouches 
and two Chinese-made 
grenades. 

Capt Combo was warmly 
greeted by residents when 
be went on a meet-the-peo- 
ple tour of Moroni's 
Independence Square 
Saturday morning. 

But many of the islanders 
were angered by the 
involvement of Denard and 
his group of white merce- 
naries, thought to number 
between 10 and 20. 

“Bob Denard should leave 
the country ” some shouted 
as Capt Combo toured the 
square. Others burned old 
photographs of the 66-year- 
old French soldier of for- 
tune who was formerly mil- 
itary strongman in tbe 
Indian Ocean archipelago. 

Capt Combo said deposed 
President Said Mohamed 
Djohar was “in good health 
under my protection”. 

But he held out tbe possi- 


bility that Mr. Djohar may 
face legal action. “Inquiries 
will be carried out by the 
justice system,” he said. 

Asked why he seized 
power, Capt Combo 
replied: “Tbe general public 
didn’t know how to get 
themselves out of the mess 
they were in. 

“The solution was Bob 
Denard and myself.” 

One of the first acts of 
Deoard’s mercenaries when 
they landed on Grande 
Comore, the archipelago’s 
main island, Thursday, was 
to free Capt Combo from 
jail. 

“The Comoro resistance 
was hidden in the country' 
for three years,” Capt 
Combo, detained since a 
foiled coup in 1992, said. 

“Bob Denard came to lib- 
erate this country — we are 
friends. He came to give a 
hand.. .Lots of things were 
completely intolerable 
under the former president. 

Two companies of the 
French Foreign Legion 
were on alert in tbe neigh- 
bouring island of Mayotte 
when the foreign press left 
early Saturday to fly to 
Moroni. 

But the French govern- 


ment has not announced its 
intention to restore Mr. 
Djohar to power despite a 
defence treaty pledging 
French support in case of 
external aggression. 

CapL Combo promised 
presidential elections for 
1996. 

“This organisation (the 
TMC) is only for a short 
time until an interim presi- 
dent is named. There mil be 
lots of opposition parties. 
We are looking for plural- 
ism and multi-party elec- 
tions." 

Capt Combo, aged 42 and 
slightly bearded, stands 
more than six feet (1.85 
metres) and cut a burly fig- 
ure dressed in camouflage 
fatigues. 

Wen the press arrived at 
Moroni Airport it was com- 
pletely secured by merce- 
naries and rebel iroops 
already dubbed “Denar- 
dists” and “Comboists”. I 
counted two dozen 
Comoran troops with AK- 
47 assault rifles. 

There was no sign of fight- 
ing around the terminal 
despite claims by some res- 
idents Friday that the para- 
military Gendarmerie was 
still loyal to Mr. Djohar 


Sinn Fein urges Britain 
to drop 'military agenda' 


U.S. House 
rejects 
defence 
bill Clinton 
opposed 

WASHINGTON (R). — ' 
-The U.S.- * House ’of-' 
Representatives • Friday - 
rejected a $243 'billion 
defence bill that would 
have funded a host of 
weapons President Bill 
Clinton has said the United 
States does not need. 

The House rejected the 
bill 267-151, giving the 
House and Senate the task 
of working out a new one, 
after Budget Director Alice 
Rivlin told Congress Ml 
C linton was ready to veto 
the bill because it was $6.9 
billion higher than his 
request 

It would have funded two 
more B-2 Stealth bombers 
as well as warplanes, ships 
and other weapons Mr. 
Clinton does not want 

“In effect, the president 
won today. He didn’t want 
it and he won,” said the 
bill’s floor manager. 
Republican Representative 
Bill Young of Florida, 
chairman of the House 
National Security 

Appropriations Subcom- 
mittee. ' 

Mr. Young said the Bill 
was defeated primarily by 
abortion opponents but 
several other groups also 
contributed. 

Anti-abortion groups, 
including tbe Christian 
Coalition and National 
Right to Life Committee, 
lobbied Congress to kill the 
bill because a provision 
approved by tbe House to 
prohibit abortions in mili- 
tary hospitals was weak- 
ened in the final bill, a 
compromise between 
House and Senate versions. 

The final bill makes the 
abortion ban dependent on 
a separate defence authori- 
sation bill also prohibiting 
abortions in military hospi- 
tals. But there is some 
question whether Congress 
will approve the authorisa- 
tion bill this year. 

Mr. Young said another 
group of House members 
opposed the bill because it 
weakened a House provi- 
sion that would have 
required Ml Clinton to get 
Congress’s approval in 
advance of sending U.S. 
troops to Bosnia. The final 
bill makes only a non-bind- 
ing “sense of Congress” 
statement that Ml Clinton 
should do so. 

Mr. Youog said a third 
group of legislators 
opposed tbe bill because it 
would fund both more B-2 
bombers and a third cold 
war-era Seawolf subma- 
rine. 


DUBLIN (R) — Political 
allies of the Irish 
Republican Army (IRA) 
called Saturday for immedi- 
ate all-party peace talks on 
.Northern Ireland hours after , 
tbe * guerrillas spumed 
British demands for-a han- 
dover of arms. 

As 900 activists of Sinn 
Fein met to review the 
region’s deadlocked peace 
process, chief negotiator 
Martin McGuinness said 
London’s policies were 
being dominated by British 
military strategists despite a 
year of peace. 

“Tbe British prime-minis- 
ter needs to assert his 
authority over those people 
so that we can move on to a 
political agenda, towards 
recognising that we can 
only resolve the issues at 
the heart of the problem in 
Ireland at tbe negotiating 
table. And we can only do 
that through all party peace 
talks.” 

Britain refuses to convene 
all-party talks until the IRA 
surrenders some of its vast 
arsenal to prove a commit- 
ment to lasting peace after a 
ceasefire in its fight against 


KINSHASA (R) — The 
people of eastern Zaire will 
see to it that Rwandan 
refugees go borne if the 
United Nations is unable to 
repatriate them by the end 
of tbe year, the govern .* of 
Zaire’s South Kivu 
province said Saturday. 

“The Rwandan refugees 
most all be repatriated by 
Dec. 31. After that date, the 
people of South Kivu, who 
support the- government’s 
derision, will see to them. 
Tbe Rwandan refugees will 
be willingly or unwillingly 
made to comply with foe 
government’s decision,” 
Jules Kyembwa Walumona 
told Reuters. 

Zaire has said it wants all 
Rwandan refugees to leave 
by year-end. The United 
Nations High Commi- 
ssioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) has promised to 
accelerate voluntary repatri- 
ation programmes but many 
refugees say they fear 


RIGA (AFP) — Latvians 
Saturday began voting in 
their second general elec- 
tions since* the former 
.Soviet Republic regained 
independence four years 
ago, with anti-Russian 
nationalist parties expected 
to gain ground. 

Voting will be over two 


British rule 13 months ago. 

Tbe IRA Friday branded 
the demand as “ludicrous” 
and said Britain was using it 
to stall progress to a lasting 
resolution of the Northern 
Ireland conflict. 

‘There is no possibility of 
foe IRA meeting these 
demands,” the IRA 
declared. 

“(Prime Minister) John 
Major’s government knows 
enough of Anglo-Irish hisr 
lory to understand that there 
.is no possibility of disarma- 
ment except as part of a 
negotiated settlement” 

The wrangle has bogged 
down political momentum 
for nine months. Britain 
denies it is seeking an IRA 
surrender. 

It says that “guns under foe 
table” will deter politicians 
from foe province’s pro- 
British majority from taking 
part in talks, and they need 
reassurance that tbe IRA's 
long war is genuinely over. 

Disarmament by the IRA 
and loyalists groups, who 
killed Catholics in a 
counter-campaign to safe- 
guard rule by Britain, was 
always part of the deal to 


reprisals for last year’s 
genocide if they return to 
their home villages. 

“The solution to this repa- 
triation problem is up to 
Kigali. The ball is in their 
court. It is Kigali that must 
create the conditions for foe 
return of these refugees. 
People must be able to go 
back to their old homes 
once they return to 
Rwanda,” Ml Kyembwa 
said. 

“It's right to look for those 
responsible for genocide, 
but not all the refugees took 
part in tbe genocide ” 

Most of the refugees in 
eastern Zaire are Hums, and 
include soldiers of the oust- 
ed Rwandan government 
and militiamen blamed for 
killing up to one million 
mainly Tutsi Rwandans last 
year. 

Government spokesman 
Philippe Masegabio Nzanzu 
told state television after a 
cabinet meeting Friday the 


days, with polling stations 
open until 8.00 p.m. (1800 
GMT) on both days, as laid 
down in Latvia’s constitu- 
tion, which dates back to 
before World War II. 

Around 1.3 million people 
are eligible to vote in foe 
elections, in which 1,007 
candidates from 19 parties 


secure all-party talks, 
according to British minis- 
ters. 

Mr. McGuinness told 
reporters outside tbe confer- 
ence centre: ‘The British 
government have to recog- 
nise that hundreds of their 
soldiers have -killed hun- 
dreds of Irish national- 
ists-.Nobody’s hands are 
clean and what all of us 
have to recognise is that we 
must now all go without 
precondition to the negoti- 
ating table.” 

On Friday Irish Prime 
Minister John Bruton 
voiced cautious optimism 
about prospects for aE -party 
talks. 

Ml McGuinness saichT 
think it is too soon to say 
whether we should be opti- 
mistic (about breaking foe 
impasse) but I think we 
should not despair. We 
should not give up hope. 

T think that we all have to 
use whatever influence we 
have towards convincing 
this British prime minister 
that now is the time for a 
political agenda, as opposed 
to a mhtary one.” 


government had reaffirmed 
its desire to send every sin- 
gle Rwandan refugee home 
by Dec. 31. 

Tbe return of the refugees 
looks increasingly unlikely 
in the near future after a 
series of killings of Hutus in 
western Rwanda close to 
tbe Zairean border. 

In tbe worst of the attacks, 
more than 110 Hutu vil- 
lagers were .killed in foe 
Rwandan town of Kanama 
on Sept. 12. Rwanda 
blamed soldiers who went 
on the rampage after the- 
killing of a Tutsi officer by 
Hutu gunmen. 

On Wednesday, unidenti- 
fied gunmen shot dead the 
Hutu mayor of Kayove, on 
the shores of Lake Kivu. 

Kayove is next to the for- 
est of Gishwati which 
Rwandan Defence Minister 
Paul Kagame says has been 
infiltrated by extremist 
Hutu guerrillas operating 
from camps in Zaire. 


are contesting 100 seats in 
foe Saeima, the country’s 
parliamenL- 

The legislature will be 
Latvia’s second since it 
became independent from 
foe Soviet Union in August 
1991 and its sixth since the 
creation of the Baltic repub- 
lic in 1918. 


Zaire to expel Rwandans if U.N. fails 


Latvia holds 2nd elections since independence 
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Reclaiming Arab Jerusalem 

FAISAL AL HUSSEINI, the Palestinian 
official in charge of the Jerusalem portfolio 
in tb£ Palestinian National Authority (PNA), 
has been touring the Arab Gulf countries 
with an ambitious plan to strengthen the 
Arab and Muslim presence in East Jeru- 
salem. Through his proposed platform of 
“Jerusalem Week,” which he recently kick- 
ed off in response to Israel’s festivities a few 
weeks ago to commemorate King David’s 
capture of the holy city, Mr. Husseini aims to 
translate Arab and Muslim rhetoric about 
the importance of Jerusalem into reality 
where it counts most. 

No doubt Arab Jerusalemites know more 
than anybody else that the most effective way 
to assert Arab presence and commitment to 
East Jerusalem is through the application of 
an adequate economic package which would 
strengthen and deepen their steadfastness 
and their attachment to the city. Mr. Hus- 
seini’s initial target is to collect some $250 
million from the Arab and Muslim world, 
and based on this he has started his cam- 
paign in the Gulf region where he hopes to 
collect on earlier promises for support by the 
Gulf leaders. Given the urgent calls for the 
rehabilitation of the Arab role in Jerusalem, 
we would like to see a much bigger amount 
collected commensurate with the size and 
Importance of the challenge. 

There are many ways where Arab and 
Muslim investment can be made for this 
purpose. To begin with, in spite of all Israeli 
protestations to the contrary, there are in 
fact two Jerusalems, one in the west and one 
in the east. A quick glance at Jerusalem 
would readily reveal this self evident reality. 
No wishful thinking to the contrary, whether 
legislative or political, would ever succeed in 
denying this truth. On the top of these 
differences, there is a vast cultural, religious 
and political gap between the eastern and 
western sectors of the city. 

The second fact is that East Jerusalem 
remains largely neglected and the gap be- 
tween it and tiie other parts of the city is 
growing instead of narrowing*. This is where 
Arab, Muslim and Christian investment can 
be used in a very effective way to reassert the 
Arab grip on East Jerusalem. We would like 
to see hotel construction and real estate 
acquisition on a wide scale and the establish- 
ment of institutions and businesses across the 
board. Housing schemes for the Arab resi- 
dents can also be launched to facilitate their 
stay. 

In the context of the new era of peace in 
the region, Israel can no longer apply arbit- 
rary restrictions on Arab and Muslim invest- 
ments. This way Jerusalem can be a test case 
for the validity of the peace accords already 
struck between the two sides. And this is 
where Arab pious words on Jerusalem can be 
put to ihe test. We therefore wholeheartedly 
support what Mr. Husseini is trying to 
accomplish on behalf of his and our city and 
reaffirm in the process our conviction that he 
is on the right track. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

COMMENTING ON the signing of the Taba agreement 
■for the expansion of the Palestinian self-rule, a columnist in 
Al Ra’i daily Saturday said that the accord will definitely 
lead to the creation of a Palestine sovereign state. It is true 
that the Israelis are still adamant in denying Palestinians 
living in the diaspora entry to the Palestine seif-rule areas, 
but this ban cannot continue for ever, said Tareq Masar- 
weh. Most of the 17 million Jews living in the world are not 
Israeli citizens but Israel has given them the right to settle 
in the Jewish state any time, said the writer, who said the 
same can be said about the Palestinians. The celebrations 
at the White House did not mean that the Americans, the 
Europeans or even the Arab countries have given the 
Palestinians the right to their own homeland, it is the 
Palestinians' own struggle and perseverance that have 
enabled them to reach this stage, added the writer. 

A WRITER in Al Dustour expressed the view that a 
decision by the residents of Irbid to cancel a visit to their 
city by Shimon Shamir, the Israeli ambassador to Jordan, 
bears a great significance. Fakhri Kawar said that it was a 
sort of referendum by the Jordanian people in the north 
reflecting their refusal to normalise relations with Israel 
despite the Jordan-Israel peace agreement. By aborting the 
ambassador's visit, the Jordanian citizens have voiced their 
consent over rejecting that treaty and over any norma- 
lisation i»ith the Zionists who continue to occupy Arab 
land. raidCebanese towns, cling hard to their occupation of 
' - .. and Hebron and continue to establish settle- 

ments on Arab lands, said the writer. 


Bigger is not always better 


By Dr. Yusuf Mansur 


OVER THE last 15 years, 
we watched the government 
grow into a heavy monolith 
of stuffed bureaucratic flab 
and we didn’t mind. Why? 
It was the rational thing to 
do: Someone else was will- 
ing to foot the growth bill 
and they did. The domestic 
revenue share (domestic tax 
revenues) of total govern- 
ment revenue was only 52 
per cent in 1980. In other 
words, we only paid for 
slightly over half the gov- 
ernment’s bill while die 
other 48 per cent was paid 
for by the rest of the world. 
So who cared if the govern- 
ment kept employing civil 
servants? Frankly, nobody 
did and correctly so. After 
aD, we did not really pay 
their salaries, foreign aid 
did. So the public sector 
continued to employ the 
unemployable and promote 
the inefficient. As a result, 
by 1994 the public sector 
employed 48 per cent of the 
labour force. However, in. 
1988 the 10-year commit- 
ment of Arab oil producers 
to help Jordan ran out and 
was replaced by ad hoc 
grants which ended with the 
Gulf war. By 1994 direct 
and indirect taxes rose to 30 
per cent of die GDP; what 
used to be outright grants 
became loans, and the 
domestic revenue share of 
total government revenue 
rose to over 86 per cent. 
The party is over, now pay 
the bill. 

Several other develop- 
ments have further exacer- 
bated Jordan’s deteriorat- 
ing economic situation. 
According to a recent 


World Bank study,' unem- 
ployment in Jordan is 18.8 
per cent, the thud highest 
in die Middle East after the 
West Bank and Algeria. (I 
have seen estimates that 
were as high as 20.8 per 
cent and as low as 14.4 per 
cent, which is evidence of- 
the amazing accuracy of 
data in Jordan and how our 
different government agen- 
cies have finally gotten their 
act together). So we cannot 
go around advising die gov- 
ernment to lay-off people 
because that would be 
crazy. 

The same study also 
noted that inflation in Jor- 
dan is 4.5 per cent which is 
high relative to the income 
growth rate and will be- 
come even higher if we take 
into -account that the gov- 
ernment has promised 
another, badly needed, 
wage adjustment to its civil 
servants during the 1996/97 
fiscal year. Furthermore, 
the- U.S. aid package of 
approximately 3375 million 
earmarked for Jordan 
should drive inflation up if 
received in cash. However, 
I believe that the aid will be 
in goods and services with 
very little cash content. 
Thus, its Inflationary effect 
may be minimal. 

To add insult to injury, 
Jordan’s external debt bur- 
den rose from $2.8 bflhon in 
1981 to $6.8 billion in mid- 
1994. Jordan was forced, 
following a first round of 
debt rescheduling with the 
Paris Club, to devalue the 
dinar by 35 per cent in 1989. 
In 1992, Jordan resche- 
duled its debt again with the 
Paris Club and in 1993 res- 
cheduled its debt with the 
London Club. The ratio of 


£ 


debt to GDP in 1994 was 
120 per cent. However, the 
decision by the U.S. Con- 
ess to forgive Jordan’s 
bt of approximately $700 
million should ease some of 
the debt burden on the eco- 
nomy and shift more of our 
resources to infrastructure 
provision. Still, Jordan's 
debt is in tiie unions and 
we must envisage ways to 
reduce our debt without 
throwing the economy into 
a deeper recession. Alas, 
there are no sweet re- 
medies, only bitter ones. 

Publicly owned enter- 
prises are not doing so well. 
The profitable ones have 
obtained monopoly profits, 
to the detriment of the con- 
sumer, by restricting supply 
and charging exorbitant 
prices for their services. 
Others are simply flops that 
nobody wants to boy. Why? 
Because they couldn't oper- 
ate as protected monopo- 
lies. For example, even 
thongh Royal Jordanian 
(RJ) holds a monopoly 
licence as the only commer- 
cial Jordanian airline, it ha* 
to compete for clients with 
other arr carriers and there- 
fore its market could not be 
protected to generate 
monopoly profits. Let’s 
face it, had RJ been able to 
forbid Jordanians from us- 
ing other air carriers, its 
profits would have sky 
rocketed, at our expense of 
course. Thus, the disting- 
uishing factor between a 
profitable public enterprise 
and a losing one is whether 
the enterprise receives gov- 
ernment monopoly protec- 
tion or not. Recent de- 
velopments in the external 
environment, such as join- 
ing the World Trade Orga- 


nisation (WTO) and the 
>resent restructu 
luirements of die 


present restructuring re- 
quirements of die IMF and 
foe World Bank, will force 
us to abandon protected 
monopolies and replace 
diem with efficient com- 
panies which will either rink 
or swim. 

The answer to our prob- 
lems must be obviously 
clear. Stop the expansion of 
the public sector and let 
private sector participation 
increase and rightfully re- 
lieve the government of 
some of its economic bur- 
den. But quick, we need 
anti-trust laws and corpo- 
rate laws on conflict of in- 
terest. In other words, we 
need to encourage competi- 
tion and make sure that it 
prospers. The government’s 
role must be to ensure the 
break-up of existing cartels 
and to prevent die forma- 
tion of new ones. Furth- 
ermore, training and re- 
training must be a viable 
option for those who 
choose to join the private 
sector. Otherwise, unem- 
ployment of the inefficient 
and surplus labour will re- 
sult in massive unemploy- 
ment rates. Especially since 
our growth rate of 5.7 per 
cent is well below the 7 per 
cent growth rate required to 
stop the present unemploy- 
ment rate from growing. 

But it is not that simple. 
Mentalities and attitudes 
have to change drastically. 
We have trained our top 
management to be bureauc- 
rats, in effect limiting their 
area of expertise to control. 
Now they must relearn then- 
business from the ground 
up. May be the next Nabeel 
and Hisham play will be 
“welcome private sector.” 


M.KAHIL 





Beirut slams the door 
keep 6 human garbage 9 


to 

out 


THE LEBANESE Minister 
of Tourism called them 
“human garbage,” the 
wave of Palestinian re- 
fugees who were supposed- 
ly set to flood back to Leba- 
non from Libya. Abu Mah- 
er Yamani found out what 
this meant when he tried to 
return to Lebanon after 10 
days’ holiday in Vienna. He 
was refused entry to Beirut, 
although he had Lebanese 
residence papers. 

Three Palestinian women 
from Lebanon attending 
the Beijing women's con- 
ference flew home to Beirut 
only to be put aboard a 
flight to Lamaca. 

So was a Palestinian 
woman returning from 
Switzerland, where she had 
received medical treatment 
for war wounds. A Palesti- 
nian businessman flew into 
Beirut and was flown to 
Lamaca, then to Amman, 
from there back to Beirut 
and on to Dubai. None of 
them, it seems, had ever 
been to Libya. , 

Their sin was to have 
been outside Lebanon 
when Colonel Muammar 
Qadhafi derided to expel 
25,000 Palestinians from 
Libya, only about 7,000 of 
whom held Lebanese resi- 
dence papers. The 
Lebanese allowed 350 into 
the country by boat bat 
then blocked the sea route 
and banned all Palestinians 
'with Lebanese residence 
who were outside Lebanon 
— around 100,000, accord- 
ing to Palestinian sources — 
from returning without spe- 
cial visas. 

In the course of only two 
days, the Beirut authorities, 
reduced the Palestinian re- 
fugee population here by 
almost a third, courtesy of 
Colonel Qadhafi. 


Robert Fisk examines how 
Lebanon is taking its chance 
to get rid of refugees 


In a country where con- 
tempt for the 350,000 
Palestinians — half of 
whom live in 12 refugee 
camps across Lebanon — 
unites Muslims and Christ- 
ians, the Lebanese response 
to Col. Qadhafi’s expulsion 
of foreign workers has 
brought both despair and 
anger. Thousands of 
Palestinians studying or 
working abroad, most of 
whom would never dream » 
of visiting Libya, have' 
found themselves stranded 
in foreign lands. The 
Lebanese documents they 
relied upon to bring them 
back to Lebanon are no 
longer valid without the 
special permission of the 
Lebanese embassies. 

There is, of course, 
another side to the story. 
For years, Yasser Arafat’s 
PLO, whose latest agree- 
ment with Israel leaves the 
refugees registered here 
largely abandoned to their 
fate, ran a state within a 
state in the refugee camps 
of Lebanon, participating in 
the country’s civil war in 
which 150,000 men and 
women died; in the Christ- 
ian village of Damour, 
south of Beirut, Palestinian 
gunmen massacred most of 
the remaining Catholic 
Maronites in one of the 
war’s first acts of "ethnic 
deansing." Christians mas- 
sacred Palestinians in far 
greater numbers at Tel Al 
Zaatar in 1976 and at Sabra 
and ShatiJa, as the Israelis 
surrounded the camps, in 


1982. The hatreds engen- 
dered by that war have nev- 
er been appeased. 

Few were surprised, 
therefore when the Minister 
of Tourism,' Nikola 
Fa touch, called the refugee 
“human garbage. ” At least 


one member of parliament, 

Naja WaJtim, condemned 
Mr. Fatouch’s remark and 
the government subse- 
quently revoked the visa 
requirements for all Palesti- 
nian residents who had left 
Beirut since June. 

But a new government 
conmimiqiri, number 478, 
issued by the Minister of 
Interior, Michel Murr, 
states that all other 1948 
refugees, which means 
almost all the Palestinians 
in Lebanon, must in future 
have exit visas before leav- 
ing die country and reentry, 
visas before returning. 

Palestinian sources say 
that it may take months for 
the thousands of refugee 
residents outside Lebanon 
to obtain permission to re- 
turn. 

“Lebanon wants to get 
rid of the maximum number 
of Palestinians it can,” a 
former PLO official said in 
Beirut. “Bat instead of the 
7,000 Palestinians from 
Lebanon who were in 
Libya, it’s all 100,000' 

Palestinians outside the 
country who are stranded. 

It’s even shown Mr. Arafat 
up in a good light. Now he 
can say. ‘Look what I'm 

doing for you, and look 

how Qadhafi and the other The Independent 


Arabs treat you’.” 

Damascus has allowed 
Palestinian residents to go 
back to Syria and have 
accepted those with homes 
in Lebanon, for the pre- 
sent. Most of the 200 
Palestinians left on the 
Libyan-Egyptian border 
have been allowed to con- 
tinue to Amman and Gaza. 
But Lebanon’s new rules 
seem set to stay. 

' The Lebanese authorities 
have long taken the view 
that Lebanon paid a dis- 
proportionate price for the 
1948 exodus of refugees and 
cannot give them 
citizenship without chang- 
ing the demographic ba- 
lance: most Palestinians 
here are Sunni Muslims and 
citizenship might make the 
Sunni community the most 
powerful in Lebanon. 

A few Palestinians have 
obtained Lebanese 
citizenship since 1948 — 
30,000, according to a 1987 
U.N. estimate. Others have 
set up wealthy businesses m 
Beirut or married 
Lebanese. The wives of 
both President Hrawi and 
the Prime Minister, Rafiq 
Hariri, are Palestinian. 
-Almost all are survivors, or 
children of survivors, of the 
1948 war, and thus come 
from the part of Palestine 
that became Israel. 

Many Christian Lebanese 
who allied themselves to Israel 
during the war demanded 
that all Palestinians should 
be expelled from the coun- 
try, without once mention- 
ing that if the Palestinians 
are to go ‘home,’ they will 
have to teturn to the one 
country which assuredly 
will not have them: Israel 
itself. 


Publish or be 
damned 


Unabomber is not the only 
one putting the arm on poor, 
defenceless editors 


“at .t. THE news that’s fit 
to print” is still the slogan 
of the New York Times, but 
*hk week it published, with 
tiie Washington Post, some- 
thing that by these news- 
papers’ own admission had 
no journalistic merit. That 
is an embarrassing confes- 
sion for an editor, a breed 
that does not take kindly to 
being pushed around. A 
week earlier Business Week 
had been ordered by a 
federal judge in Ohio to 
pnll an article just before it 
went to press. The expost- 
ulations — “Unconstitu- 
tional!” was bnt one of 
them — found an echo 
wherever the words “first 
amendment” make the 
heart beat stronger. In fact 
editors find themselves 
obliged to publish much 
more often than they are 
forbidden to. And when 
they do so, they generally 
succumb to threats less aw- 
ful than those of Unabom- 
ber, the terrorist author of 
the tract published this 
week. There may be some 
lessons here, for editors as 
well as terrorists. 

Unabomber’s success in 
getting his 35,000-word cri- 
tique of modem society into 
pnnt certainly lends new 
meaning to the term “free 
speech”. Blackmail is a bet- 
ter word for it. The decision 
to publish was taken in the 
expectation that Unabom- 
ber, a Luddite with an anti- 
technology bee in his 
homespun bonnet, would 
now end his bombing cam- 
paign. That is avowedly the 
hope not just of the editors 
concerned, who cited 
“public-safety reasons" for 
their $40,000 indulgence, 
bnt also of the FBI, which 
urged them to yield to the. 
bomber's demands. In 
April he promised to stop 
trying to blow people to bits 
— he has killed three and 
injured 23 others in 16 
attacks over 17 years — if 
be could get his thoughts 
published in a widely read 
periodical. 

The editors at the Times 
and die Post claim to be 


unconcerned about imita- 
tive letters that may hence- 
forth accompany unsoli- 
cited articles. They are 
probably right to be fairly 
relaxed. Most editors have 
enough trouble worrying 
about other sorts of unwel- 
come items in their publica- 
tions. 

Top of the list are any 
headed Apology or Correc- 
tion. The time, energy and 
sometimes expense that lie 
behind even a tiny box at 
the bottom of a column can 
be vast. Almost as bad are 
the editorials written by the 
megalomaniac proprietor 
just as the paper is going to 
bed, in walks R. Maxwell 
and dictates 600 loony 
words on the virtues of free 
enterprise, or socialism, or 
tar water taken thrice daily 
after meals. Even the 
advertisements can be awk- 
ward. Appearing unwitting- 
ly next to an article on the 
product or company being 
promoted, they can be as 
embarrassing when the arti- 
cle is favourable as they mil 
seem churlish when it is 
critical. And when they are 
manifestly more interesting 
than the surrounding edito- 
rial matter, they can be 
downright dispiriting for 
the hacks. 

Nowadays there is a new 
publish-or-else hazard for 
editors to deal with: the 
letter from the government 
of Singapore. A lively, con- 
troversial letters page is ev- 
ery editor’s desire. Predict- 
able. long-winded attempts 
to “put the record straight" 
tend to frustrate it. Unfor- 
tunately, they have to be 
published if circulation in 
Singapore is not to be res- 
tricted. Now, if the author 
concerned were to take out 
an advertisement, at least 
that wonld boost revenues. 
Alternatively, we may just 
have to start explaining that 
we carry these outpourings, 
much as the Times and the 
Post have carried Unabom- 
ber’s. for "public-safety 
reasons.” 


The Economist 


LETTERS 


Important news missed 


To the Editor: 

FOR ME, the Jordan Times serves as an important 
and critical source of news and happenings around 
the world and in particular in Jordan. Thus I was. 
surprised to find no reference to the scheduled time 
change in Jordan in your Thursday, Sept. 28 edition. 
A time change occurred on Sept. 29 morning. I only 
found out about the change because someone who 
had read one of the Arabic dailies mentioned it to 
me. Time is of the essence in this increasingly 
competitive world. I hope that, in the future, such a 
major event will find an appropriate headline on the 
front page of Jordan Times. 

Abrar Al Sattar, 
Amman . 


Getting the facts right 

To the Editor: 

PLEASE CORRECT the misinformation given in Rana 
Husseinfs report about the Desert castle endurance Race 
on Friday, Sept. 29 (printed Saturday, Sept. 30). 

The first horse to finish the 43-kilometre course was 
GazaJ (official spelling), owned by the Annab Stables 
jockeyed by Amer Thamer Al Iraqi (the name he goes by). 

* om * ra 9- l * me was one hour and 34 minutes. 
The Annab Stables is near Yaddoudeh, and is owned by 
Mr. and Mrs. Miqdad H. Annab. The facility is primarily 
aimed at instructing riders, and focuses on Dress 3 ge. 

Gaza] is a seven-year-old gelding, a Shagya Arab, bred in 
Romania. He has been in an endurance training program- 
me, for the last two months. He was imported to Jordan in 
1994, along with five other horses. 

Good journalism requires getting the facts straight and 
from the source, as well as giving credit where it is due. 

Mrs. Alma Lou Annab, 
Amman. 


77meS welc ? mes tetters and contributions from 
*3- Subjec1 toy wsh ro tackle. Utters 
Publication, however, should contain the 
P^rably address as well. Names 
ony upon re guest and under special 
to editing. The newspap- 
is not responsible for the return of unused manuscripts. 
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Arab markets must liberalise 
to join global economy 


By Suleiman AI Khalidi 

Reuter 

AMMAN — Arab bankers 
and officials said Saturday 
that Arab financial markets 
needed further reforms to 
help them Integrate fully into 
the global economy. 

“Arab financial markets 
have to integrate with the 
global economy and to allow 
themselves for more competi- 
tion... they should be opened 
to international markets and 
we should allow these mar- 
kets to come and compete 
with us,” Jordan's Finance 
Minister Basel Jardaneh, told 
Reuters during the 21st 
annual conference of inter- 
Arab Cambist Association 
held in Amman. 


However Mr. Jardaneh, 
who earlier addressed over 
330 Arab bankers and foreign 
exchange dealers on Jordan's 
own IMF-guided reforms, 
said a prerequisite was to 
raise efficiency and local 

“monetary authorities mov- 
ing towards currency conver- 
tibility and free movement of 
capital within the region.*' 

Bankers said Arab finan- 
cial markets faced challenges 
of lifting of foreign currency 
controls to attract foreign in- 
vestment and billions of dol- 
lars of emigre capital that fled 
the region for a safe political 
haven and in search for high- 
er returns. 

The economies of the re- 
gion vary considerably from 
closed to semi-closed econo- 


mies like Libya, Syria and 
Algeria, to states such as 
Jordan, Morocco and Tunisia 
that have moved towards re- 
forms — with currency con- 
vertibility and easing of fore- 
ign exchange controls. 

“Monetary authorities 
have to make their currencies 
convertible, and unless they 
move in that direction and 
support that approach with 
proper domestic policies they 
cannot achieve much," Mr. 
Jardaneh Said, adding that 
the Jordanian dinar was 
already fully convertible for 
current account deals and 
was moving towards a gra- 
dual convertibility in capital 
transfers. 

Mr. Jardaneh said that 
without free market policies 


it was doubtful that the re- 
gion could be integrated with 
the global economy or 
achieve die same rates of 
growth attained by the fast 
growing emerging markets. 

However, political stability 
in the wake of the Middle 
East peace process “gave an 
opportunity for the Arab 
World to cope with the inter- 
national challenges ahead 
and become a major part of 
the global economy," Mr. 
Jardaneh said. 

Bankers say the region has 
seen a rapid growth in finan- 
cial services beyond the Gulf 
Arab states, traditionally ex- 
posed to global markets by 
surplus revenues accumu- 
lated in the heyday of the 
1970-1980’s oil boom. 


UAE urged to open up 
for foreign investment 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) needs to ease restric- 
tions on foreign investment 
and open up its oil sector to 
attract more capital and 
stimulate its economy, a local 
bank said Saturday. 

The state-controlled Emi- 
rates Industrial Bank (EIB) 
said foreign investment in the 
UAE was low compared with 
neighbouring Saudi Arabia 
and other countries due to 
curbs on foreign ownership in 
domestic projects. 

The bank said in its Octo- 
ber bulletin, obtained ahead 
of its publication Monday, 
that the emirates had jnan- 
aged to attract substantial 
foreign funds into its energy 
sector, resulting in a sharp 


expansion in this industry. 

"The stage of development 
that the UAE economy has 
reached, in which diversifica- 
tion of the economy away 
from a dependence on oil and 
gas has become the principal 
policy objective, calls for a 
major shift in favour of ac- 
quiring efficiency-seeking 
foreign investment in the eco- 
nomy," the bank said. 

“The first policy area-thai 
ought to be examined are the 
laws disallowing foreign 
majority ownership over 
much of the country*" it said. 

Under the UAE- federal 
law, foreign investors must 
have a SI per cent local part- 
nership in any project in the 
emirates. This has scared- 
away potential investors 


needed for the UAE's drive 
to expand its industrial base 
and ease reliance on volatile 
crude oil earnings. 

Experts said relaxing such 
rules could woo in foreign 
funds, citing an influx of in- 
vestment into Dubai s free 
trade zone of Jebel . Ali, 

where a foreigners can have a 

100 per cent ownership. The 
zone has become one of the 
biggest free zones in the Mid- 
dle East, attracting more 
than 700 companies from 
around the world, with in- 
vestment of nearly S3 billion. 

* EIB figures showed foreign 
investment in the UAE. ex- 
cluding the energy sector, 
stood at around $1.3 billion 
at the end of 1993. only 3.7 


EU ministers unanimously 
back 1999 EMU date 


VALENCIA. Spain (R) — 
In a bid to reassure world 
markets. EU finance minis- 
ters and central bankers 
Saturday unanimously back- 
ed a 1999 deadline for switch- 
ing to a single currency. 

“The date is 1999. Con- 
firmation has come without 
exception. It's very encourag- 
ing,” a European Commis- 
sion spokesman said. 

But Italian Prime Minister 
Lamberto Dini. who doubles 
as finance minister, left just 
before the start of weekend 
talks In Valencia, saying his 
presence as a head of govern- 
ment might be misconstrued 
as an intrusion. 

There was no sign that his 
departure was linked to a 
dispute that has been raging 
since he suggested at an in- 
formal EU summit in Major- 
ca a week ago that economic 
and monetary union (EMU) 
might ber put off for a year or 
two to allow a greater num- 
ber of countries to qualify. 

His comments were widely 
seen as ^ reaction to German 
Finance Minister Theo 
'Waigel’s assertion — ■ ■ shared 
in private by most in the EU 
— that Itlay would not be in 
shape to join in 1999 because 
of its bulging - public-sector 
deficit. 

The public spat between 
Rome and Bonn on Italy’s 
prospects shook stock ex- 


changes and other currencies 
sank against the mark be- 
cause of uncertainty over 
single-currency plans. 

Mr. Dini had dinner with 
EU ministers and central 
bankers on Friday night and 
held a one-hour private meet- 
ing with Mr. Waigel which a 
German spokesman said took 
place in a good atmosphere. 

“We discussed a great 
number of things which I'm 
not going to reveal to you," 
Mr. Dim told Italian repor- 
ters before leaving. 

“When I spoke of a delay, 
it was not a wish." Mr. Dini 
said Friday. “But when you 
look at Maastricht (provi- 
sions), it seems quite difficult 
that a sufficient number of 
countries can meet the 
criteria and therefore be part 
of a monetary union in 
1999.” 

His suggestions had 
appeared likely to split minis- 
ters at the informal meeting,’ 
with Britain agreeing timing 
may not be the top issue but 
Germany determined to stick 
to the date. 

. “We are doing all we can 
to meet the date,’’ Mr. 
Waigel told reporters before 
the morning session. Asked 
whether a delay could be 
ruled out, he replied: “The 
issue now is to meet the 
date." 

The German spokesman 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Independent first floor apartment with garden and 
independent garage, consisting of 2 bedrooms, 
spacious kitchen guest room, sitting & dining room, 
maid's room, glassed-in veranda, independent central 
heating with telephone. Very good furniture. 
Please call: 665711, 664256 


quoted Mr. Dini as telling 
Mr. Waigel he had now con- 
cluded it was dollar influ- 
ences and not his colleague’s 
remarks which had prompted 
the lira’s recent falls. 

EU states have set them- 
selves the goal of moving 
towards a single currency by 
1999 with all countries that 
meet stringent economic 
criteria based on interest 
rates, debt-to-GDP ratio, 
public-sector deficits and in- 
flation. 

Ensuring EU economies 
converge towards these 
criteria is just as important as 
adhering to the 1999 dead- 
line, the commission spokes- 
man told reporters. 

He said the ministers' 
unanimous backing for the 
date spelled out in the Maas- 
tricht treaty came in response 
to a plea by commission pres- 
ident Jacques Santer for une- 
quivocal ratification of the 
timetable and criteria. 

Spain, which chairs the 
Valencia talks in its role as 
holder of EU's rotating pres- 
idency, predicted public 
backing by key players for 
the 1999 deadline would reas- 
sure markets. 

“The market turmoil has 
certainly taken us by sur- 
prise, but this is not a meet- 
ing to talk about the markets, 
it’s to talk about the future of 
Europe and monetary un- 
ion,” Finance Minister Pedro 
Solbes said as he arrived for 
the meeting. 

“I think the markets 
should return to calm be- 
cause various ministers and 
the .European Commission 
have reiterated that it is 
essential to stick to the timet- 
able,” he told reporters. 



ACROSS 
1 Gem weight 
6 Highest point 
10 And others: 
abbr. 

14 Vacation isle 

15 Impoverished 
area 

16 Thin 

17 Spectrum 

1 8 Just dessert? 

20 Declines 

21 Rounded stone 

22 Com unit 

23 Literature 
Nobelist 

25 Not so much 
27 Scandinavian 
land 

29 Edge 

30 Slightly open 

34 Lettuce variety 

35 Available 

37 Detonating 
device: var. 

38 Blvds. 

40 Christmas 
seasons 

42 Flightless birds 

43 Fen product 

44 One skilled in 
sorcery 

46 Sibling: abbr. 

47 Start the pot 

48 Network 
monogram 

49 Took in 

51 Harris or Slivers 

53 ■‘Inferno" author 

54 Simian 
57 Pallid 

59 Sale phrase 
62 Buzzer 

64 Fiery particle 

65 Amerind 

66 Mongrel 

67 Lane 

68 Pielet 

69 Ripens 
7.0 Silly ones 

DOWN 

1 Enclose 

2 Semite 

3 Coupe 
accommodation 

4 Mistreated 
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37 


141 


145 


146 


49 


1 53 


]58 


150 


159 


160 61 


Yesterday’s puzzle solved: 


5 Rat-a — 

6 Son of Jacob 

7 Clique 

8 Knife game: var. 

9 Insignia 

10 Before 

11 Record 

12 Solo 

13 Lecherous look 
19 Miserables" 
21 Small coin 

24 Sch. subj. 

26 Secure 

27 — Flow (Br. 
naval base) 

28 Interlaced 

29 Big name in 
football 

31 Disposal of odds 
and ends: Br. 

32 Sky-blue 

33 Replace the turf 
36 Beetle 

39 Phase 
41 Poisonous plant 
45 Transgression 
48 Film 
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50 Basic 

52 A Linden 

53 Certain 
regimens 

54 Egg on 

55 Aqua — 


56 Islamic prince 
58 Allocate 

60 Angers 

61 — terrier 

63 Wager 

64 Droop 


India encourages more expatriate funds 


BOMBAY (R) — India is 
encouraging more invest- 
ments from expatriate Indi- 
ans to help bolster its re- 
serves because the flow of 
foreign funds has slowed and 
■rising imports are putting 
pressure on the rupee, 
analysts said Saturday. 

Hie rupee has fallen by 
over seven per cent to about 
33.80 to the dollar in the past 
month, after standing un- 
changed at 31.37 for nearly 
two years, partly because of a 
dutch of oil import bills and 
debt repayments, dealers 
said. 

The Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI), the central bank, said 
Friday it will raise interest 
rates on term deposits by 
non-resident Indians (NRIS) 
to 10 per cent from eight per 
cent on Oct. 1. 

The bank said this was to 
maintain the “differential be- 


tween the interest rates on 
domestic (and NRI) term de- 
posits." 

“I think they certainly are 
pursuing an approach to 
attract more NRI invest- 
ments,” said Girish Desai, 
research head with brokering 
firm Prabhudas Lilladhar. 

“Maybe this was prompted 
by the fall in the rupee and 
the slowdown in foreign 
funds inflow," he said. 

The RBI also relaxed the 
norms for NRI investments in 
shares to give them easier 
market access. India has 23 
stock exchanges and more 
than 6,000 listed companies. 

“There'll be an infusion of 
money into the secondary 
(stock) market." Mr. Desai 
said. “I feel that’s exactly 
what the RBI was aiming 
for.” 

“The RBI don’t want to 


Saudi foreign exchange 
reserves rise to $7. 8b 


RIYADH. Saudi Arabia 
(AP) — Aided by higher oil 
prices and an austerity prog- 
ramme launched earlier this 
year, Saudi Arabia's foreign 
. exchange reserves rose by 33 
per cent in the first half of 
this year, the Al Eqtesadiah 
business daily has reported. 

The Arabic-language 

newspaper said that reserves. ■'.around S14. Oil exports are 
stood at $7.83 billion in June . Saudi Arabia's main source 
this year, compared to S5.8S __ of income- 


billion in December 1994. 

In comparison to the first 
six months , of 1994. when 
reserves totalled S6.95 bil- 
lion, the current level marks 
a 13 per cent increase, the 
newspaper reported. - 

Oil prices on the world 
market have averaged $16.5 a 
barrel so far this year, com- 
pared to Iasi year's level of 
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“The spell checker keeps changing 
my name to ‘ButtheadT 


intervene and support the 
rupee," he said. “Higher 
NRI inflows could increase 
the supply of dollars and ease 
the pressure on the rupee." 

The announcements came 
as part of the central bank’s 
new credit policy for the 
second half of fiscal 1995/96. 

“The interest rates are very 
attractive," said Nanik Rupa- 
ni, an industrialist who also 
acts as a spokesman for 
NRIS. “Nowhere in the 
world would you get such 
high rates." 

He said there was the 
likelihood of NRIS withdraw- 
ing money from India be- 
cause of the rupee's recent 
slide and uncertainties about 
the outcome of national elec- 
tions due next year. 

“I think the rate hike will 
have a calming effect," he 
said. 

Total NRI inflows into 
bank deposits during fiscal 
1994/95, the latest period for 
which figures are available, 
were down to $847 million 
against $1.11 billion the year 
before, the RBI said in its 
annual report. 

Analysts said rising im- 
ports were piling up pressure 


on the rupee. Imports in the 
first four months of fiscal 
1995/96 (April/March) were 
up 39 per cent while exports 
grew by only 29 per cent over 
the same period a year ago. 
government figures show. 

“There were fears that the 
foreign reserves may come 
down." said Kshitiz Prasad, 
research analyst with broker- 
age Jamnadas Morarji and 
Company. 

India's gold and foreign 
exchange reserves fell to 
$23.28 billion on Sept. 15. 
1995, from a peak of around 
$25 billion in April, central 
bank figures show. 

“One way to prop up the 
foreign reserves is to woo 
NRI investments," he said. 

Foreign investment funds' 
enthusiasm for stocks has 
waned. 

The average net monthly 
foreign investment in Indian 
stocks during the first eight 
months of calendar 1995 was 
down at $100 million against 
$220 million in the same 
period a year ago. figures 
compiled by the market reg- 
ulator Securities and Ex- 
change Board of India indi- 
cate. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Hand Arnold and Mika Argirion 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to lorni 
four ordinary words. 
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WHAT RUSH HOUR 
FREQUENTLY TURNS 
PRIYER5 INTO. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here 


Saturday's 
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Answer 
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(Answers tomorrow) 
PRUNE APART GEYSER IMPAIR 
Climbing the ladder of success starts with 
this — STEPPING IT UP 


Peanuts 


urn* ARE V0U ALWAYS 
YELUN6 AT ME? 



Andy Cap 



9EEY0U.. _ 
■“LEAVE THE 
RAJ SITING TILL 
I SETBACK 



hE JUST WANTS 
■ TO SEE THAT ^ 
I DO TWE JOB) 

properly x* 



Mutt’n’Jeff 



per cent of its gross domestic 
product (GDP). Annual, 
capital inflow averaged only 
$60 million between 1987 and 
1993. 

The study, quoting ON fi. ; 
gures. showed foreign invest- ■ 
ment in Saudi Arabia stood > 
at $22.3 billion, accounting' 
for IS. 4 per cent of the GDP 
In Oman, they stood at Si . 7 
billion, nearly 14.S per cent 
of its GDP. 

It also refered to Malaysia, 
where investment totalled 
$25.7 billion, accounting f 0r 
as high as 46.7 per cent of ^ 
GDP. 

“From these figures, i, K 
clear that foreign investment 
has plaved a smaller role in 
the LTAE economy not 
in comparison to Malaysia, 
but also compared to other 
oil-producers such as Saudi 
Arabia and Oman." it said. 

It urged the UAE to be- 
nefit from what it described 
as the "fundamental reloca- 
tion of economic activities in 
the world." 

“For the UAE not to be 
bypassed and. indeed, to be- 
nefit from those develop- 
ments. it would seem that a 
reappraisal of its institutional 
arrangements is an urgent re- 
quirement for the country's 
policy-makers.” the study 
pointed out. 

The study also proposed 
admitting the private sector, 
into the energy industry, 
which has been controlled by 
the government on the 
grounds it is a strategic sec- 
tor. 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR SUNDAY, 
OCTOBER 1, 1995 

By Thomas S. Pierson. 
Astrologer. Carroll Righter 
Astrological Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 

19) You have excellent hun- 
ches just how to advance 
today, so make good use of 
them. Accept the suggestions 
of others for help with a new 
project. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 

20) Study into new systems 
which can help you to adv- 
ance today in your career. Do 
something to delight the one 
yoo love with some unex- 
pected surprise. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 

21) Having talks with those 
whose ideas differ from yours 
can be educational and in- 
formative if you listen quietly 
so be prepared to team some- 
thing new. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 
22 to July 21) You have other 
talents from which you can 
profit, so use them and have 
an added income today. To- 
day is the day to prepare for 
projects which must be com- 
pleted. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Get some special talent de- 
veloped and make a big im- 
pression on others. Contact ' 
one today who can be of a 
great help for any new activi- 
ties. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to- 
September 22) It is important 
you have a family discussion . 
this morning so that you can - 
coordinate your efforts much 
better in the direction you 
wish to take. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to* 
October 22) You can express ■ 
yourself very well today and - 
can make big headway in 
dealing with others. Make ' 
important visits and calls 
upon those of great influ- 
ence. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) This is a good 
day to analyse your assets ; 
accurately and know how to 
add to them intelligently. Be 
happy with family activities, 
with loved ones this evening. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 
22 to December 21 ) Plan how 
to go after your aims in a 
positive way today and gain 
them, especially personal 
ones. Dress appropriate for 
important occasions. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 
to January 20) Try to spend 
as much time today as you 
can with a close tie and show 
much affection. Make a bet- 
ter plan for your activities 
today. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) You understand 
what is expected of you by 
your friends and can try to 

E lease them more. Get yqur 
ome neater and more 
charming today for unex- 
pected guests. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Talk your ideas 
over today with those who 
control your affairs and show 
them that they can be profit- 
able to you and them for the 
future. 

Birthstone of October. 
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Insurance 
market seen 
‘collapsing’ 
with 11 new 
companies 

j *☆ THE INSURANCE 
market will collapse soon be-' 
cause the entry of 11 new 
insurance companies to the' 
market will result in its total 
' destruction, says Nazifa A1 
Abd Hussein, president of 
■the Jordanian Federation of 
Insurance Companies. Mr. 
Hussein indicated that, the 
insurance sector as it stands 
now is in a real crisis, “so 
bow would the situation be if 
11 new companies enter it 
(the market).” Mr. Hussein 
said that the bigger losers 
would be the new companies 
because they will lack the 
qualified expertise and cadres 
which are not avaflable in 
sufficient numbers in the ii%- 
su ranee sector. 

Mohammad Saleh Jaber, 
an economic analyst, attri- 
buted the sudden large in- 
vestment in the insurance 
sector to disputes and “per- 
sonal reasons” between the 
foundes of new companies 
and tluji managements of 
established companies. He 
defended his view by noting 
that most of the new founders 
were employees of the com- 
panies that are currently in 
business. Dr. Jaber indicated ' 
* that the established com- 
n panics suffer from weak op- 
J erations because he consi- 
dered a company's JD 1.5 
million in annua] premiums 
as being that of commission^ 
business and not an insu ranee 
business^ He stressed that the... 
new insurance companies will,, 
undoubtedly founder as a 
population of four million 
people does not need that 
large a number of insurance 
companies. 

Ahmad Hussein Khalil, 
manager of the Jerusalem In- 
surance Company said that . 
the Jordanian insurance mar- 
ket cannot absorb this high 
number of insurance com- 
panies. He stressed that when 
the new companies start op- 
erations, insurance premiums 
will sink to uneconomic levels 
which, in turn, would affect 
the quality of service. Mr. 
Khalil did not expea the 
Islamic insurance companies 
to have any negative effect on 
other companies as they (the 
Islamic) will take a position 
similar to the Isiamic bank 
among other banks. Dr. Ja- 
ber noted that the Islamic' 
insurance companies were 
justified as they would fulfill 
the needs of a sector of a 
society that, favours dealing 
with such institutions (A1 
Dustour). 

** UNIVERSAL HOTEL 
.for Tourism PLC (UHT) has 
revised its studies for its new 
.hospitality and tourism re- 
■Lated projects. UHT shall 1 
a 200-bedroom hotel at 
the western gate of Amman- 
7th Circle area, to be classi- 
fied as 4-star hotel according 
to Ministry of Tourism stan- 
dards. UHT does not indend 
to buy any share of Turino 
Hotel, and the owner of Turi- 
no Hotel has announced hav- 
ing no interest in selling or 
leasing any parts of Turino 
Hotel or any of its outlets, 
categorically and irreversibly. 
The initial project is capital- 
ised at JD 6 million, and is 
expected to be doubled with- 
in 2 to 3 years, when the 2nd 
phase starts. The founders’ 
list is being rearranged to 
contain a list of participants, 
indnding the Arab . Invest- 
ment Company (owned by 
the Arab Jordan Investment 
Bank), the Arab Bank, and 
Sweifiyeh Hotel Company 
(Turino Hotel), and a group 
of other businessmen. 

UHT shall agree with an 
tntemational company for 
'Operation and management. 

F- Halazon, the chair- 
then of the Founder’s Com- 
mittee of UHT, said UHT 
will execute three projects: 
<?(1) Hotel with 200 
°edrooms/390 beds and ame- 
nities; 

(2) Purchase small land in 
Sweifiyeh; 

(3) Purchase lands adja- 
to Amman, 10-15. 

JJJpihetres from the 7th Cir- 
cle ' to prepare for building a 
sn *all tounstic village with a 
^ Mediterranean concept, 
otlled “The Cellular Mall.” 


Arab firm seeks 
to finance Gulf 
chemical projects 


DAMMAM, Saudi Arabia 
(AFP) — An official Arab oil 
investment firm has said it 
was seeking to finance pet- 
rochemical projects in the 
Gulf a$ most regional states 
have announced plans to ex- 
pand their chemical industry. 

The Arab Petroleum- In- 
vestment Corporation (API- 
CORP), owned by the gov- 
ernments of 10 Arab oil pro- 
ducts, said it was involved in 
negotiations with regional 
countries to contribute to 
funding such projects. 

“AP'ICORP is currently 
holding negotiations to par- 
ticipate in financing key pet- 
rochemical projects in the 
Gulf. Such negotiations will 
hopefully produce results this 
year,” it said in its annual 
1994 report. 

' The Dammam-based com- 
pany did not elaborate on the 
projects but Saudi Arabia, 
the world's top oil producer 
and exporter, has been in- 
volved in large ventures to 
boost its petrochemical pro- 
duction capacity to diversify 
its economy. 

Kuwait and Qatar have 
similar projects while Oman 
has announced plans to build 
its first petrochemical com- 
plex at a cost of around $700 
million. 

In the United Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE), the second big- 
gest oil producer in the re- 
gion, officials said this year 
they would press ahead with 


a SI .5 billion venture to set 
up the country’s first chemic- 
al industry. 

APICORP said it was a 
shareholder in several energy 
companies, including the 
Saudi Ibn Zahr, which is 
planning to expand its output 
of MTBE, a complex subst- 
ance used in the production 
of unleaded petrol. Expan- 
sions will boost production by 
100,000 tonnes to 1.2 million 
tonnes per year. 

The report said APICORP 
extended around $180 million 
in loans jn 19514 to finance 
projects in the region and- 
.worldwide at a total cost of 
$2.22 billion. Total loans 
reached $750 million by the 
end of 1994. 

Its assets grew by 3.4 per 
cent to $1.31 billion in 1994 
but net earnings plunged to 
$31.7 million from $48.2. mil- 
lion due to a decline in inter- 
national equity prices caused 
by higher interest rates. 

The report said expenses 
rose to $12.1 million from 
$11.2 million and net income 
for 1994 stood at $19.6 mil- 
lion. The company's board 
recommended a cash di- 
vidend for shareholders of 
$20 million, equivalent to last 
year's dividend, it said. 

APICORP, which invests 
in oil projects and bonds 
worldwide, was set up in 1975 
by Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, 
Bahrain, Qatar, Iraq, Libya, 
Algeria, Egypt, Syria and the 
.UAE. 
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Oman plans more bank mergers 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Two 
more Omani banks are plan- 
ning to merge to benefit from 
government incentives aimed 
at creating stronger financial 
institutions, bankers have 
said. 

The Oman Bank for Agri- 
culture and Fisheries 
(OBAF) and the Bank of 
Oman for Development 
(BOD) have been locked in 
negotiations for nearly four 
months, they said. 

BOD general manager 
Murtada Fade! confirmed a 
report in the Omani daily A1 
Watan that the two banks 
were likely to merge before 
the end of 1995. 

“What Ai Watan newspap- 
er said about the merger be- 
tween the tyo banks is true 
but we cannot disclose details 
before a decree from the 
Sultan (Qaboos) is issued,” 
Mr. Fadel told AFP by tele- 
phone from Muscat. “We 
have been negotiating for 


• three to four months and the 
merger will hopefully take 
place before the end of the 
year.” 

Mr. Fadel said the two 
banks did not have financial 
problems but that the merger 
was intended to create a 
stronger banking unit to face 
competition and finance in- 
creasing projects emerging 
from reforms in Oman. 

Bankers said the merger 
would be the biggest in 
Oman's banking history and 
would produce one of the 
largest banks in terms of 
capital. 

OBAF has a paid-up capit- 
al of 19 million Oman riyals 
($49.4 million) and BOD's 
capita! is 10 million rivals 
(526 million). 

The two banks, both joint- 
stock ventures owned by the 
government and the private 
seaor, are engaged mainly in 
financing arm projects. 

“We have bad an intention 


to merge for a long time. We 
were encouraged by econo- 
mic growth and government 
support for merging banks,” 
Mr. Fadel said. 

It will he the third bank 
merger in Oman since the 
government introduced in-' 
centives in 1992 to encourage 
its banks to set up larger 
financial units and end the 
number of commercial 
banks, which now total 20. 

Officials have said they 
would like to see the number 
cut to half given the relatively 
small population of around 
2.4 million. 


The first mergers involved 
the Oman Commercial Bank 
with the Omani Al-Masraf 
Bank, and the Bank of Mus- 
cat with AI Ahli Bank. 

Two other banks, the 
Oman Arab Bank and the 
Oman-European Bank, re- 
ported last year they had 
been involved in negotiations 
for merger but there has been 
no word on the outcome. 

Central bank incentives for 
merging banks include an ex- 
emption of taxes on profits 
for five years and a deposit of 
10 million riyals ($26 million) 
for 10 years at an interest rate 


of as low as three per cent. 

They were pan of overall 
bank reforms to ensure all 
commercial banks meet worl- 
dwide requirements by the 
Bank for International Settle- 
ment (BIS) on capital ade- 
quacy, the ratio between 
shareholders’ equity and 
assets. 

The reforms required 
banks to raise their capital to 
at least $26 million each. The 
banking measures run para- 
llel with large-scale economic 
reforms- to revive the eco- 
nomy after it was hurt by 
weak oil prices. 


Asian power equipment 
market may reach $40 
billion by 2000 


SINGAPORE (AFP) — 
Asia's thirst for electricity to 
drive its growth will create a 
market of up to $40 billion 
for new power equipment by 
2000, an official of ABB 
ASEA Brown Bovery Ltd. 
has said. 

“Asia's rapid growth pre- 
sents both an unprecedented 
opportunity and an enormous 
challenge to the world’s lead- 
ing power systems suppliers,” 
said Rolf Kehlhofer. who 
heads the Swiss-Swedish 
group's gas turbine and com- 
bined cycle power-plant op- 
erations. 

He said tbat demand for 
electricity was outstripping 
supply by seven per cent a 
year in the region, with China 
alone requiring 10,000-to- 
15,000 megawatts of new 
capacity annually to meet 
economic growth forecasts. 

Most of the power equip- 
ment win have to be im- 
ported, added Mr. Keldhof- 
er\ who was attending a re- 
gional power-industry confer- 
ence in Singapore. 

Mr. Keldhofer told AFP 
that worldwide demand for 
new power capacity was fore- 
cast to reach 100,000 mega- 
watts by 2000, generating 
orders worth $70 billion to 
$80 billion in new equipment, 
half of it to be sold in Asia. 

He said the Zurich-based 
ABB, ranked 38th on the 
Fortune 500 list, was aiming 
for annual worldwide re- 
venues from power projects 


of S15 billion to SI 6 bilKon by 
2000, from the current $10 
billion. 

The ABB group, which 
employs nearly 208,000 peo- 
ple in 1,000 companies worl- 
dwide, had a total turnover of 
$29.7 billion and net profit of 
$760 million in 1994. 

Power generation and 
transmission orders 
accounted for almost half the 
total revenues of the group, 
which also has industrial, 
financial services, transporta- 
tion and other activities. 

ABB has become a major 
force in the region’s power 
market, specialising in com- 
prehensive projects from de- 
sign to equipment supply and 
plant operation. 

It is building a mammoth 
1 ,300 megawatt combined cy- 
cle power plant in Lumut, 
Malaysia, the country's 
largest, and early this year 
completed a similar 1,800 
megawatt plant in Indonesia. 

The Malaysian and In- 
donesian plants are the third 
and fifth largest plants of 
their kind in the world, Mr. 
Kehlhofer said. 

Combined cycle plants are 
increasingly popular in Asia 
because of their low cost and 
short installation periods, an 
ABB spokesman said. The 
process involves gas-fired tur- 
bines which power a gener- 
ator and produce exhaust 
that is used to create steam to 
drive another turbine, max- 
imizing plant efficiency. 
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INDUSTRIAL 


CHARD TOTAL 


SECTOR 


517458 


947693 


1041703 INDEX NUMBER: 124.68 
CHANGE : -0.07* 

4/09599 INDEX NUMBER: 159.76 
CHARGE * : -*-0.06* 


NO. OP TRADED SHARES IN PARALLEL MARKET 
VALUE TRADED IN PARALLEL MARKET 


390220 

398522 
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Furnished Apartment 
For Rent 

iln, Um Uthaina, 3 
[bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, . 
ground floor, telephone. 
Other apartments and* 
villas i 

Fumished/unfumished for ; 
rent or sale 

Abdoun Real Estate 

810605, 810609, S10S20 


A SECURE 

Hotel 

Sweifiyeh 


1W? 


o 


it.O.TELl 
-SECURITY 
[^HOSPITALITY 
^GASTRONOMY 


All Suites Hotel 

FLAT .O. TEL 
4- A xiV fl 
grA&C 4£jL*B . 

- BlSSflO 


DOLLAR 


RENTA CAR 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeisani 
Tel 693399 



NOUROZ Restaurant l'-S. 

JeUAnmn.M CJreia !.g- 

t«c 642830 





Teppanyaki 
Sashimi 
Sushi 


AVIS 

RENTACAR 




AUTHENTIC 
| ITALIAN RESTAURANT 
Jabal Amman 
Tel 638212 

Air-conditioned Lounge 
and Outside Terrace 


For Rent 


^Deluxe Furnished 

c 

Sand Unfurnished i 

iSvillas apartments ^ 

land office Space 

d: 

oTo Suit -all Budgets ^ 

681113 688816 

For Rent - Fbr Rent 


# TENNIS COURT ! 

' HEALTH CLUB 1 

’SAUNA a JACUZZI 

TEL 758180 

| RADIO A TV STATIO H 

Ifow in 


| TWtomnqr if 

Um UMMi CbmnwcW Gene* 

Tel: M1174 

Ift. iff 


(Up} 

MING-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant I 

pThe Best Cooking, 

Best Service. 

Best Atmosphere in Amman 
Deir Ghbar - American L 
Embassy Str. nearBaytunm j 
Housing Estate 
Open from: 

12 noon - 330 gum.. 
*30 - 1130 Art 



lySTAL 

▼ 

Quality Furnished Suites 


On* and Two Badrooms 
n— oitNb Rate* For 
Short or Loi« Stay 


5th Circle - 692672 








YES U CAN 
TURINO ! ! 


Exclusive yet 
affordable 

With Seif fi NdWfgl 



Restaanat 

Frtach Cut riot 

Sjxctof Businessmen 
fundi daily . 

Candle tfinner + 
five music nbfitly . 
Piano Bar . 

Speeiaf arrangements jbr 
your speeiaf occasions 
K Air conditioned 


Shmwal, Near Babtsh 680093 
680094 - Fax : 678444 












French cyclists set records at championship 


Felicia Ballanger carries the French Sag on a World 
victory lap after breaking her own world photo) 
record in the 500 metre time trial event at the 


Cycling Championships (Renters 


BOGOTA. Colombia (AP.) 
— Marion Clignet and Felicia 
Ballanger, both of France, 
broke world records at the 
World Cycling Cham- 
pionships on Friday. Four re- 
cords have fallen at the com- 
petition in as many days. 

Clignet. 31. broke the 
mark in qualifying for the 
3.000-metre individual pur- 
suit. finishing in 3 minutes 
36.227 seconds. Clignet 
broke the mark of 3:37.347 
set in 1993 by Rebecca Twigg 
of the United States. 
Antonella Beilurti of Italy 
also broke the record with a 
time of 3:36.836. 

Twigg came in third in the 
qualifying race with a rime of 
3:39.321. 

Later, Ballanger. 24, broke 
her own world record in the- 
finals of the women's 500- 
metre time trial, coming in at’ 
34.017 seconds. Her previous 
mark, set in 1994, was. 
34.474. Ballanger also won 
the gold' in the - 200-metre 
sprint on Wednesday. 

In another race, Australia,, 
with a time of 3:05.010, beat 
Ukraine in the finals of the 
men's 4,000-metre team pur- 
suit race. The U.S. team of 
Zach Com rad, Dirk Cope- 
land, Mariano Friedick and 
Matt Hamon took home the 
bronze with a time of 
4:12.530. 

Australian cyclist Shane 
Kelly broke the record for 
the fastest kilometre on Tues- 


day with a time of 1:00.613. 

Curt Harnett, of Canada, 
broke the record for the 200- 
metre sprint on Thursday 
with a time of 9.865 seconds, 
one of three cyclists to crack 
the 10-second barrier. On 


Friday, Harnett posted a time 
of 10.410 to advance to the 
semifinals in the event, 
edging German cyclist Jens 
Fiedler. 

The Cycling World Cham- 
pionships started at the Luis 


Carlos Galan Velodrome m 
Bogota on Tuesday. Organis- 
ers predicted Bogota's alti- 
tude, 2,600 metres above sea 
level, would help cydists set 
new marks in many events. 
■ The competition, widely 


considered the most impor- 
tant yearly cycling event after 
the Tour de France, moves 
outside the capital Bogota to 
Colombia's eastern Cordil- 
lera Mountain range on Oct. 
4 for the start of road races. 



Australia’s Rodney McGee (left) is hugged by teammates 
Tim O’Shannessy (centre) and Bradley McGee after their 


4K pursuit «mhi won the gold medal at the World Cycling 
Championships in Bogota September 29 (Reuters photo) 


South Korea follows Japan with 2002 bid 


ZURICH, Switzerland (AP) 
— South Korea submitted its 
bid to host the 2002 World 
Cup finals Friday, stressing 
its superior soccer pedigree 
over rival Japan and even 
vowing to win the tourna- 
ment. 

A top-levels, delegation 
from Seoul also played the 
political card, hinting that the 
tournament would be a 
chance to unite South and 
North Korea — at least tem- 
porarily — for a celebration 
of soccer. 

“As a people who truly 
love football, it would be our 
privilege and joy to host the 
greatest event of the world's 
most popular game," said 
South Korean President Kim 
Young Sam nr a letter to 
sock's gov£Hting body 
FIFA. 

The presentation of the bid 
to FIFA General-Secretary 
Joseph Blatter came one day 
after Japan promised the 
“biggest and best” ever 
World Cup finals. 

Japan is regarded as the 
favourite, although the Ko- 
rean bid is believed to be 
gaining ground. 

Argentinian soccer star 
Diego Maradona has been on 
tour in South Korea and will 
make his debut appearance in 
a friendly Saturday after a 
15-month international ban 
for drug use — a move calcu- 
lated to raise the profile of 
Seoul's bid. Korean officials 
are also lobbying their case 
with Argentine President 
Carlos Menem during his 
visit to the country. 

FIFA's 21-man executive 
committee will make the final 
choice next June I. Seoul 
successfully resisted efforts to 
cut short the bidding protest 


in the hope that time is on its 
side. 

Whereas the Japanese bid 
concentrated on high-tech 
facilities. South Korea's pre- 
sentation entitiled “dream 
for all," focussed more on the 
sport itself. 

“We do not think Korea’s 
football (soccer) heritage can 
be ignored.” said Koo Pyong- 
Hwoi. chairman of the bid- 
ding committee. 

“We believe that in decid- 
ing the hosting of Asia's first 
ever World Cup. an Asian 
country which has qualified 
for the World Cup finals an 
unprecedented four times 
should be given some .special 
qualification,'' Koo told a 
news conference. 

South Korea has made it to 
three straight World Cup fin- 
als. Last year in the United 
States, the team thrilled audi- 
ences with a remarkable 2-2 
result against Spain and a 
spirited 2-3 outcome against 
soccer powerhouse Ger- 
many. 

“We do not just intend to 
sit back and be generous 
hosts in 2002," Koo said. 
“The bad news for the rest of 
the football world is that we 
also plan to win the first 
World Cup of the 21st cen- 
tury.” 

Japan has never advanced 
to a World Cup final, 
although the quality of its 
soccer has improved dramati- 
cally since the introduction of 
the professional J-League in 
1993. South Korea has had a 
professional league since 
1983. 

“We also hope that FIFA 
will consider the fact that a 
world cup on the Korean 
peninsula could be an impor- 
tant factor in promoting re- 


conciliation between South 
and North Korea.” Koo said. 

The two countries, normal- 
ly bitter enemies, formed a 
united team at the World 
Youth Championship in 
1991. 

Koo admitted that the 
Seoul government had not 
yet approached North Korea 
to discuss a joint effort. But 
he said that a stadium in the 
north's capita) Pyongyang 
was the second biggest in the 
world and so would likely be 
used if the two countries did 
team up. 

a five-man FIFA team will 
inspect facilities late October 
and early November. 

In the increasingly com- 
mercialised world of soccer, 
money is iikely to be just as 
.important as^sporringi .qual- 
ifications in the final choice. 

Koo said if South Korea 
got the finals, it would donate 
the profits — estimated at 
least S78 million — to inter- 
national soccer. 

Japan made a similar prop- 
osal Thursday, although gave 
no estimate on the likely net 
revenue. 

The 2002 games are likely 
to be the most profitable 
ever. FIFA was recently 
offered 1 billion for the 
marketing and broadcast 
rights of the 2002 finals. Tele- 
vision rights fetched less than 


S100 million for the 1994 
finals. 

Japan has pledged to spend 
S5.2 billion to improve facili- 
ties, compared with South 
Korea's $1.3 billion. 

Construction costs are 
higher in Japan. Indeed the 
high cost of living in Japan, 
including expensive hotels, 
might count in South Korea's 
favour. 

Seoul has proposed 16 host 
cities, with II new stadiums 
and five renovated ones. 

Japan's bid, called “shar- 
ing our goal with the world." 
focused heavily on its tech- 
nological supremacy. It prop- 
osed building huge dome- 
shaped screens in stadiums to 
transmit three-dimensional 
television images of games in 
other venues, giving specta- 
tors the impression of being 
at the match itself. 

Both Korea and Japan 
have experience in organising 
prestige international events. 
Seoul hosted the successful 
1988 Olympics and will also 
host the Asian Games in 
2002. 

Political and commercial 
support for both bids is huge, 
with Japanese corporate 
powers like Nissan Motor Co 
and Mitsubishi Corp.. set 
against South Korean giant 
Hyundai. 


Anand holds Kasparov to a draw 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
&TANNAH HBRSCH 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


QJ - Both vulnerable, a a South you 
hold: 

*82 OT OQ 10 87 83 *AJ92 

Partner opens the bidding with one 
heart. What do you respond? 

Q. 2 • Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*K9 72 OA 104 OK QOS *J 8 


What do you bid now? 

Q. 3 - Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

•BJ02 <988 0084 *8884 

The bid 
WEST NC 
1* Dbl 

What do you bid now? 

Q. 4 • Both vulnerable, 88 South 


you bold: 

*7 4 tfKQJ 18 9 6 2 07 4 *AJ 

The bidding has proceeded: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 

1 O Pass 1 * Pin 
30 Pmm SO Pane 


What do you bid now? 

QJ> - Both vulnerable, aa South you 
hold: 

*73 OAQJ9 07 85 *KJ8S 

The bidding has proceeded: 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 
IO Pm 10 • 1* 

1 NT Pan' T 

What do you bid now? 

Q. 6 - As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*195 064 0AQJ963 *987 

Partner opens the bidding one no 
bump. What do you respond? 

Look fbronmoen on Monday 


Olajuwon withdraws 
from one-on-one duel 


NEW YORK (AP) — 
Hakeem Olajuwon pulled 
out of Saturday night's one- 
on-one contest with the fel- 
low American National Bas- 
ketball Association star Sba- 
quille O'Neal on Friday be- 
cause of a bad back, and the 
pay-per-view television show 
from Atlantic City was can- 
celled. 

The announcement came 
after Olajuwon was ex- 
amined Friday morning. 

“The jnjury is a bi lateral 
sprain in the lower back,”' 
.said Dr. Francis Pflum, an 
orthopaedic specialist who 
checked out the Houston 
Rockets centre in Atlantic 
City. 

“I have been looking for- 
ward to this one-on-one chal- 
lenge against Shaq because it 
gave us a chance to show the 
fens our individual skills,” 
said Olajuwon, who de-. 
scribed himself as “extremely 
disappointed." 

Olajuwon injured his back 
about a week ago while in 
London to promote the 
NBA’s upcoming McDo- 
nald's Championship, but. his 
condition was improving until 
Thursday, according to Bruce 
Binkow of Management Plus 
Enterprises, which is organis- 
ing the one-on-one event. 

In New York on Thursday 
afternoon. Olajuwon 


appeared healthy, laughing 
and joking with reporters 
during a news conference 
with O'Neal to discuss the 
contest. He did not mention 
the back injur/ and said he 
was eagerly anticipating play- 
ing against O’Neal.. 

The event, with $1 million 
in prize money at stake, has 
been promoted heavily and 
was to have included two 
undercard matchups — Lak- 
ers guard Nick Van Exel vs. 
Nets guard Kenny Anderson 
and Rookies Kevin Garnett, 
and fifth selection in last 
June’s NBA draft right out of 
high school, vs. Joe Smith, 
the first player picked. 

The promoters said Friday 
morning that efforts to get a 
suitable replacement were 
unsuccessful, and reschedul- 
ing the event was “virtually 
impossible” because NBA 
training camps will be open- 
ing soon. 

O'Neal and Olajuwon 
were to have played 10 2- 
minutc rounds worth 
$100,000 apiece, basically fol- 
lowing NBA rules but with a 
12-second shot clock and a 
10-metre 6-point line added. 

It was to have been the first 
on-court meeting between 
the two centres since Ola-’ 
juwon and the Rockets swept 
O'Neal and the Orlando 
Magic in the NBA finals 


NEW YORK (AP) — Viswa- 
nathan Anand held titlehol- 
der Garry Kasparov to a 
draw Friday in the 12th game 
of the Professional Chess 
Association World Cham- 
pionship. 

With eight games remain- 
ing in the 20 "game contest. 
Kasparov leads 6 points to 5. 

Anand lost the last two 
games in the contest and de- 
fended for much of Friday’s 
battle before the draw. 

“He had to stop the bleed- 
ing and he did that,” said 
American grandmaster Yas- 
ser Seirawan. 

Despite avoiding a hat 
trick of loses, a subdued 
Anand told reporters his' 
standing in the match was 
“not bnlliant.” 

‘Tm just taking it as it goes 
along. They'll be a lot more 
turns I hope,” Anand said. 

When play began, the 
moves followed the Ruy 
Lopez opening which Kas- 
parov used to score a 
crushing victory in the 10th 
game Tuesday. 

Playing with the disadvan- 


tage of the black pieces. 
Anand chose a quieter de- 
fense but drifted into a posi- 
tion where Kasparov main- 
tained a slow but enduring 
advantage. 

Anand traded off the 
queens and both sets of 
bishops to ease the pressure 
but Kasparov was able to 
penetrate a rook deep into 
his position on the 24th 
move. 

With Anand facing possi- 
ble defeat, Kasparov missed 
a trick on the 31st move, 
where Anand sacrificed a 
pawn to trade down and 
reach a drawn end game. 

The 13th game is scheduled 
for Monday with Anand play- 
ing white: 

The winner of the contest 
will be the first player to 
score 10 points. A win scores 
one point, a draw nets a half. 
In the event of a 10-10 tie, 
Kasparov retains his title. 

Kasparov, 32, of Russia, 
has held the world title since 
1985. Anand, 25, comes from 
the southern Indian city of 
Madras. 



Garry Kasparov 


Gonzales wins judo 
lightweight title 


CHIBA. Japan (AFP) — 
Driulis Gonzalez-Morales ■ 
clinched Cuba's second world 
judo title when she defeated 
Jung Sun-Yong of South 
Korea to win the woman's 
lightweight class here on 
Saturday. 

Neither could take a deci- 
sive point, but Gonzalez- 
Morales, who had to be satis- 
fied with a bronze two years 
ago in Hamilton. Canada, 
pulled down the Hiroshima 
Asian Games winner onto 
the mat two minutes 53 
seconds into the 56kg final. 

Danielle Zangrando of 
Brazil edged past Isabel Fer-! 
nandez of Spain and Filipa 
Cavalleri of Portugal outclas- 
sed Marie Isabelle Lomba of 
Belgium, both by a decision 
victory, in the third place 
playoffs. 

Defending champions 
Nicola Fairbrother of Britain 
was knocked out of the event 
losing to Jung in the quarter- 
finals, while Barcelona 
Olympic 52kg winner Noriko 
Mizoguchi failed to clear the 
first hurdle earlier in the day. 

Daisuke Hidesbima. who 
suffered a bitter defeat at 
Hamilton losing in the last 
five seconds of a quarter-final 
match, made it a glorious day 
winning the men’s light- 
weight division. 

Hideshima gained a nar- 
row 2-1 split decision victory 
over Kwak Dae-Sung of 
South Korea in the 71kg fin- 
al, giving judo’s originator 
Japan only its second gold 
medal. 


Diego Brambiila of Italy 
and American James Pedro 
finished in third, beating 
Sebastian Rafael Dias 
Pereira of Brazil and Danny 
Kingston of Britain, respec- 
tively. 

Marie Claire Restoux cap- 
tured France's second gold 
medal here when she im- 
mobilised Carolina Iariani of 
Argentina to win the 
women's featherweight title 

in 3:14. 

• 

Defending chanrpion Leg- 
na Verdecia Rodrigues of 
Cuba crashed to a surprise 
defeat to Mariani in the semi- 
finals, but managed to save 
the bronze medal beating 
Barcelona Olympic cham- 
pion Almudena Munos of 
Spain. 

The other bronze went to 
Britain's Sharon Rendle who 
beat Wafig Jin of China. 

Udo Quellmalz of Ger- 
many. the 1991 world cham- 
pion and bronze medallist in 
1993, regained the men's 
featherweight title beating 
defending champion Yuki- 
masa Nakamura. 

The German took a yuko 
with one minute left on the 
clock, putting heavy pressure 
on the Japanese. 

Nakamura .desparately 
tried to turn the wave round, 
but Quellmalz retaliated with 
a minor inner leaping to fin- 
ish off the struggling 
Japanese with 13 seconds to 
go. 

It was Germany’s first title 
in Chiba. 


Ngugi confirms 
comeback Sunday 


EDINBURGH, Scotland 
(AP) — After several threats 
to pull out, five-time world 
cross countiy champion John 
Ngugi said Friday he would 
make his comeback in Sun- 
day's Great Caledonian Run. 

“This is the beginning.” he 
said. “In three or four weeks 
I will be back at my very 
best.” 

Ngugi said earlier in the 
week that he wasn't sure ab- 
out his fitness for the 10,000 
metre race and feared the 
field might be too strong. 

Ngugi’s agent John Bicourt 
— a former international run- 
ner — said the Kenyan de- 
cided Thursday to run after 
training in London. 

“I didn’t have to exert any 
pressure at all to get John to 
run,” Bicourt said. “Back 


home everyone was telling 
him he was up against a great 
international field. That has 
never been true. 

“The Caledonian Run is a 
good starling point for him.” 
Bicourt added. 

The 33-year-old Ngugi was 
suspended in February 1993 
■by track's world governing 
body for refusing to take a 
doping test at his home in 
Kenya. The ban was lifted by 
the International Amateur 
Athletics Federation (IAAF) 
in May citing “exceptional 
circumstances.” 

Ngugi, the 19SS Olympic 
5,000 metres champion, won 
the world cross country title 
four times from 1986 through 
1989 and added his fifth in 
1992. 


NBA to lock out referees 


NEW YORK (R) — The 
National Basketball Associa- 
tion said Friday that it will 
lock out members of the 
National Basketball Referees 
Association starting Sunday 
and had already hired re- 
placement refs. 

The announcement came 
after the union rejected a 
no-strike, no-lockout agree- 
ment that the league said it 
would accept while a new 
collective bargaining agree- 
ment with the referees con- 
tinues to be negotiated. 

The last collective bargain- 
ing agreement between the 
league and referees expired 


The NBA has offered a 10 
per cent salary increase for 
the 1995^-1996 season and an 
overall 30 per cent increase 
over five years. The officials 
are asking for a 70 per cent 
increase for next season. 

The league said that re- 
placement officials have been 
hired to attend a training 
camp that will open October 
1. They will officiate all NBA 
games starting with the first 
pre-season games October 

A no-strike, no-lockout 
agreement with the plavers 
enabled the 1994-95 season to 
be played without intemip- 



CINEMA TEL 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 

CINEMA TEL: 699238 

PLAZA 

CINEMA. %TEL 677420 

CONCORD 

AMMOUN THEATRE 

TEL: 618274 - 618275 

Nabil & Hisham’s Theatre 

TEL: 625155 


Liam Neeson 
& Jessica Lange... in 

Rob Roy 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 

Mahmoud Yassin & 
hussein Fahmi 
in 

NUT SHELL 

(Arabic) 

Shows : 12:30, 3:30, 6:00, 8:30, 10:30 

CONCORD “1* 

Adel Imam & Yusra 

Birds of the Darkness 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6, 8:15, 10:45 

CONCORD “2” 

POLICE ACADEMY 
“MISSION TO MOSCOW” 
Shows: 4, 6,.8, 10 

MUSA HIJAZIN 
“ Sumaa” 

Hi Citizen 

daily at 8:30 p.m. 
Written & directed by 
Mohammad Shawaqfeh 

Presents 

(Ahlan Tatbee’) 
Welcome 
Normalisation 

Show starts at 8:30 p.m. 
For reservation call 625155 
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Schumacher seeks to lock up 
title at revamped Nuerburgring 
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Formula One World Champion Michael Schu- 
macher (centre) chats with technical director 


• ; - a 


of team Benetton Ross Brawn (left) and race 
engineer Pat Simmons daring a practice ses- 
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Striker Garbassi Akacha 
(left) of Afeerian side Ain 
MelQa evades the sliding tack- 
le of Zeftaond from Egyptian 
side MahaBa, daring an Arab 



Cup soccer match in Sousse. 
September 29, MahaUa beat 
Ain Meliia 1-0 (Reuters 
photo) 
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AMERICAN WOMGN Of AMMAN 
GENERAL MEETING 
OCT. 2, 1995, FROM 4-6 PM. 

AT 

Amman Marriott Hotel 

ANNOUNCEMENT FOR TENDER 
NO. 50 /95 / 76 

Ministry of Supply - Jordan announce its need to 
charter vessels In order to transport 100,000 
tones of barley from Syria to Jordan. 

Anyone who likes to participate should contact 
the secretary of Tender’s Committee to receive 
a copy of the tender against JD 25 that is non- 
refundable. 

Closing date is on Thursday, October 5, at 
12 o’clock. 

Minister of Supply 


Jordan Electricity Authority 
Advertisement 
Tender No. 128 / 1995 

Jordan Electricity Authority declares the issue of 
Tender No. 128 / 95 for Telecommunication 
Systems for Jordan - Egypt interconnection. 

The tender include the following equipment: 
.power line carrier (PLC), teleprotection, private 
automatic exchanges, battery chargers, hot line 
telephone consoles and communication 
management system, on turn key basis. 

This tender will be financed through a loan 
obtained by each of Arab Republic of Egypt and 
the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan from the Arab 
Fund for Economic and Social Development. 
Contractors who are interested to participate in 
this tender can obtain the tender documents from 
the Procurement Dept, at JEA main building 
located at Swafia, Zahran Street against a non- 
rafundable amount of $250 for one volume. 

Bids are to be submitted to the secretary of. 
tendering committee at the above address for 
both of the technical and financial offers 
accompanied by a bid bond equal to 2 per cent of 
the total value of the bid. 

Submission of bids should be no later than 10 
O clock in the morning, Amman time on Monday, 
December 4th, 1995, and shall be opened 
publicly at 12 O’clock noon on the said date. The 
bids should be valid for 150 days from the closing 
date. 

Tenderers are requested to submit any questions 
in writing or by cable to reach the Jordan Electricity 
Authority not later than two weeks before the 
closing date. Response shall be addressed to the 
Specified tenderer's address. 


BONN (R) — Hie German 
Soccer Federation (DFB) 
admitted on Friday there was 
some basis to bribery allega- 
tions against second division 
coach Hannes Bongartz, but 
said it would not be pursuing 
the case. 

Former international goal- 
keeper Uli Stem caused a 
furore by alleging Bongartz 
offered him 25,000 marks 
($17,500) to throw a Bundes- 
Uga match at the climax of 
the 1986/87 season while 
Stein was playing for Ham- 
burg and Bongartz was train- 
ing Kaiserslautern. 

. Kaiserslautern needed to., 
win to qualify for a UEFA 
Gip place but Stein said he 


FOR RENT 

Two new super furnished adjacent large apartments. 
3 & 4 bedrooms, kitchen, 3 bathrooms, dining room, 
sitting room each, and a front garden. 

Location: Wasfi Ettal Str. (formerly Gardens Str.) 
; behind Jabri Central. 

For more information, please call , 684282 

A private Jordanian, company with 
international offices is looking for a 

Chief Financial Officer 

Applicant must be: 

* Qualified accountant with knowledge in finance 

* Willing to travel if necessary 

Please send C.V. by mail or fax: 

Attention: General Manager 

P.0.Box: 1838, Amman 11118, Jordan 

Fax: (962-6) 676664 


ADVERTISEMENT 

Auction for the lease of plots of land for 
tourism development on the Eastern Shore 
| of the Dead Sea ( Suweimeh ). 

:The Ministry of Water and Irrigation / The Jordan 
j Valley Authority announces its intention to auction 
the lease of plots of land for tourism investment 
projects on the Eastern Shore of the Dead Sea / 
Suweimeh . Those who wish to participate in the 
auction are invited to contact the Ministry of Water 
and Irrigation / Jordan Valley Authority - The 
Department of Land and Rural Development as' of 
September 30, 1995, to obtain a copy of the auction 
terms according to the following: 

- Two plots of land, temporary numbers 1 & 2 basin 
39 ( Farshat Ain Ghazal ). These lie directly on the 
sea shore to the north of the Dead Sea Spa Hotel. 
Area of each plot is about 64 dunums. 

- The plots will be suitable for building hotels and/or 
tourist villages of four or five star standard. 

- Last date for obtaining auction terms is fixed on 
Saturday, October 7th, 1995. 

- £ site group visit will be arranged for the bidders on 
Monday, October 9th, 1995. 

- Offers shall be deposited in the bids box located at 
the Jordan Valley Authority / Department of Land 
and Rural Development no later than 2 p.m. on 
Monday October 25, 1995. 

- The Jordan Valley Authority will advertise the 
availability of lease for the plots of land within the 
, Suweimeh development area located to the east 
and west of the main road as soon as the studied are 
completed by the Engineering Consultant 
commissioned by the Jordan Valley Authority. 

- All interested investors are invited to submit bids, 
including those who had previously submitted pre 
qualification statements. 

Secretary General 
Jordan Valley Authority 
Eng. Hashim Ashboul 


sion for (be European Grand Prix (Reuters 
photo) 

Federation not pursuing 
bribery charge against 
German coach 


NUERBURGRING, Ger- 
many (AP) — In the rolling 
hills of Eifel, one hour away 
from his hometown, Michael 
Schumacher can all but clinch 
fris second Formula One title 
at the European Grand Prix 
on the revamped Nuerbur- 
gring Sunday. 

There are four races left fo 
the Grand Prix season and 
Schumacher leads Damon 
Hill by 17 points in the driv- 
ers* World Championship 

Kfflnrfingc 

A victory here Sunday 
would give Schumacher 
another 10 points and an’ 
almost unbeatable lead be- 
fore the season ends with two 
races in Japan and the last 
Grand Prix in Australia. 

Hill is not ready to concede 
the ride, however. 

“I -won’t give up the fight 
until there is no chance left. I 
realise ir is going to be a real 
challenge, but I am still moti- 
vated,” said Hill, who 
appears to have a faster car in 
his Williams-Renault. 

In Friday’s first qualifying 
session, the two Williams- 
Renault cars were faster than 
Schumacher’s Benetton- 
Renault. 

David Coulthard, who 
gained his first Grand Prix 
victory Sunday in Estoril, 
Portugal, led the field with a 
time of one minute, 18.738 
seconds. Hill, Coulthard’s 


teammate, posted a time of 
1:18.972 for second place. 

Schumacher, who is look- 
ing for another world title to 
crown his relationship with 
Benetton-Renault, was thir d 
in 1:19.470. 

Coulthard, whose contract 
has not been renewed, said 
be would not willingly allow 
HOI to finish ahead of him. 

“Winning in Portugal has 
made me aU the more deter- 
mined to follow it up — I am 
aiming for nothing less than 
pole position and another 
win,” said the Scotsman, who 
is third in the standings, 16 
points behind HflJ. 

Schumacher is switching to 
Ferrari next season and his 
Strategy for the last four races 
is likely to be trying to finish 
in the top six, in foe points 
range. 

The Formula One is re- 
turning to the Nuerburgring 
after 10 years. Only two of 
the current drivers have 
raced Formula One here — 
Gerhard Berger and Martin 
Brundle. 

The circuit - has been 
shortened, renovated and 
made a lot safer. The old 
circuit was fast and danger- 
ous and it was there that Niki 
Lauda barely survived a fiery 
crash in 1976. 

The Formula One license 
for the “ring” was not re- 
newed until its reconstruction 
was completed in 1983. 


Since 1985, the German 
Prix has been taking place at 
Hockenheim. • 

The new 4.542-ldlomeore 
course is described by drivers 
as very safe, but somewhat 
boring, medium-fast. The 
veedol chicane also has been 
slowed down, removing one 
of the biggest challenges of 
the circuit. 

“It is less of a challenge 
now,” Schumacher said. “We 
have to take every measure 
to prevent bad accidents, but 
I am not happy with the new 
chicane.” 

Schumacher, who won the 
F3 German championship 
here in 1990. said the smooth 
surface should suit his 
Benetton-Renault. 

He is looking for his 
second victory on home soil, 
after becoming the first Ger- 
man to win a German Grand 
Prix, at Hockenheim in July. 

Schumacher was born and 
raised in Kerpen, about 100 
kilometres away from Nuer- 
burgring. 

Berger, in a Ferrari, bad 
the fourth fastest time of 
‘1:19.821. Eddie Irvine, driv- 
ing a Jordan-Peugeot, was 
fifth in 1:20.488, while Jean 
Alesi in the second Ferrari 
was sixth in 1:20.521. 

Alesi and Berger are mov- 
ing to Benetton next season, 
while Irvine in joining Schu- 
macher at Ferrari. 


British coach jailed 


rejected the offer, and Ham- 
burg won 4-0. 

“The allegations against 
Bongartz are grounded in 
feet,” the DFB disciplinary 
committee said in a state- 
ment. 

“The investigation has 
yielded a suspicion of miscon- 
duct. However, because the 
time limit on such cases has 
elapsed in the intervening 
period, a disciplinary proce- 
dure against Bongartz is 
ruled out." 

Stein, himself often a con- 
troversial figure, and Bon- 
gartz, who. now coaches 
. second, division Duisburg, 
both gave, versions' to the 
DFB of a conversation they 
had in a Hamburg hoteL 

While Stein, 40, who now 
plays for second division 
Arminia Bielefeld, insisted 
Bongartz had made a serious 
attempt to bribe him, Bon- 
gartz dismissed his own re- 
marks as “banter and small 
talk.” 

“The two versions differ on- 
the seriousness of the bribery 
attempt,” DFB disciplinary 
panel Chairman Horst HD- 
pert said. 

The DFB had warned Stein 
he himself faced disciplinary 
action if his allegations 
proved to be unfounded. 

In the last major German 
bribery scandal, more than 50 
players, two coaches and six 
club officials were punished 
in 1971 for fixing games. 


CARDIFF (R) — Britain’s 
former Olympic swimming 
coach Paul Hickson was 
jailed on Wednesday for 17 
years for raping two of his 
teenage proteges and inde- 
cently assaulting others. 

Jubilant relatives of the 
girls shouted “yes” and sob- 
bed with relief as the chief 
British coach at the 1988 
Seoul Games was jailed by 
Judge John Prosser, who cal- 
led his crimes” filthy and 
dreadful." 

Prosser said Hickson, 
coach to an Olympic team 
that scooped three gold med- 
als, had ruined the lives of 


young girls. 

One of his rape victims had' 
become “a pathetic creature" 
after the attacks. 

Hickson, a svengaii-like fi- 
gure whose victims were too 
terrified to speak out for fear 
of blighting their careers, was 
accused of assaulting them 
over 15 years at training 
camps. 

The court heard that Hick- 
son, 48, pressurised and 
threatened them into keeping 
silent. He claimed in court 
they were adolescents fanta- 
sising about him. 

He absconded to France 


before the trial, but was 
arrested when he returned 
secretly to Britain to spend 
Christmas with his wife and 
eight-year-old daughter. 

“This is a classic case of a 
person in authority abusing 
their position,” said prosecu- 
tion Lawyer Wyn Williams 
during the trial in the Welsh 
capital Cardiff. 

The verdict prompted 
pledges of a review by Bri- 
tain’s Amateur Swimming 
Federation. Chief executive 
David Sparkes promised to 
tighten vetting and supervi- 
sion procedures. 


mit standigem Wohnsitz in 
Jordanien sind zu einem 
Empfang in der deutschen 
Residenz anlasslich des Tages 
der Deutschen Einheit eingeladen 
am Dienstag, 03. Oktober 1995, 
von 19.30 Uhr bis 21.30 Uhr 
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WE’RE LOOKING FOR A FEW GOOD MEDICAL 
STUDENTS. AND WE’RE LOOKING EVERYWHERE 

The best candidates for physicians are bright, determined, strong, 
empaiheric And we’re determined to find them. Sl Georges University now 
often a p remedial course leading inro the School of Medicine as wdl as 
independent baccalaureate degree programs. The courses include varying points 
of entry, depending on your educadonai background and achievements. If you 
believe you can am our sandaids for excellence, contact Office of Admissions, 
Dept AJ06, & George's Umvetsiiy School of Medicine, do the North 
American Correspondent, Medical School Services, Ltd. 

One East Main Sneer, Bay Shore. Newark 1 1706-8399 
516-665-8500 • Far 516-665-5590 • Email: sgu_ info^msimssLcorr] 
Lode for us on the World Wide in late Fall 1995. 


fi St. George’s University 

School of Medicine 

Shaping the workL..one mind at a time 


Si. George';, Universirv .now <5i1vr.> 
Tne-ralcjwjnq dainv proizhirns: 

Doctor of Medicine (MD) 

1 his progi'ahi’ib tor students- 
'who naye.j baencior’s . decree with 

a solid .K)Vtiiu;idon in die 
-bior.icdicii sciences: ' 

Premedical Program 

1 he first year of die diree-vear 
conrinuum in .prcmcdicine leading 
the Doctor.- -of Xlcdicine Projjrain- 
;!> deigned for .students presenrinu 
achieveneiir at the Ordinan/icvv). 

for the equivalent). 

. ..Srudents preseiuiiig credentials . 
such a> the Matncuiation. Certificate 
in South Africa \viji he assessed. 
for the second '/ear. 
.Candidates need Advanced . Levels; 
n sciences anti nuun, or. rhei 
cquiv.dem, io he considered 
for the third ve.tr, i 

BSc Programs 

O .-•••• • 

• Rvo. bachelor* decree proitutrhs:- 
’ in Meoicai ■lechnoiogv. and .'. 
Basie. Medical Sciences - arc avaMbiev 
All courses arc in English.' 

Our cimpuses arc located in : 
Grc'nadaa nd. Sr. Vance nr.' -\vi rh. 

I. arliliated hospicah in the 
LMted.'Staics, .the United Kingdom 
and the Caribbean. - 
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6.2 % real GDP growth 
seen in ‘95 - Jardaneh 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter. 

AMMAN — Jordan, which is 
implementing an economic 
restructuring programme 
agreed with the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF), ex- 
pects an annual economic 
growth of 6.2 per cent in real 
terms in 1995, Finance Minis- 
ter Basel Jardaneh said 
Saturday. 

The Finance Minister, 
addressing the annual con- 
gress of the Inter- Arab Cam- 
bist Association (see page 9), 
said the Kingdom’s economy 
was performing well, with 
merchandise exports, tourism 
revenues and expatriate rem- 
mittances on the increase. 

Mr. Jardaneh. who depu- 
tised for His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, the 
Regent, to formally open the 
congress, also affirmed that 
the government would con- 
tinue its present policy over 
foreign exchange and that the 
current exchange rate be- 
tween the dinar and the dol- 
lar “is appropriate, given Jor- 
dan's competitiveness" in ex- 
port markets. 

Mr. Jardaneh said a recent 
study conducted by the IMF 
had shown that “real GDP 
(Gross Domestic Product) is 
projected to grow by 6.2 per 
cent in 1995.” 

The study also found that 
inflation will be less than four 
per cent and the external 
current adjustment is ex- 
pected to exceed the target 
for the year. 

“Specifically, following a 
sharp reduction (tb 6.5 per 
cent of GDP) in 1994, the 



Basel Jardaneh 


.external current account de- 
ficit is now projected to de- 
cline further to five per cejit 
of GDP in 1995,” compared 
with an earlier projection of 
eight per oent, Mr. Jardaneh 
told the first working session 
of the congress after opening 
it. 

Budget deficit — excluding 
grants — will be brought 
down to 4.6 per cent in lw>5 
although the original target 
was 4.3 per cent, he said, 
adding that the projected fi- 
gure “represents a substantial 
fiscal tightening effort.' 7 

In his paper, entitled “Jor- 
dan, Performance and Future 
Outlook,” the finance minis- 
ter reviewed the features of 
the Jordanian economy, the 
trouble the Kingdom faced in 
the late 1980s when the fore- 
ign debt burden was too 
heavy,* 7 and the impact of the 
Gulf crisis. 

“The economy was able to 
overcome all these difficul- 
ties, 17 said, Mr. Jardaneh. 


“The Jordanian dinar has 
maintained in the last five 
years its relative stability (ab- 
out SI .4 to JD1), Jordan's 
external debt has declined 
sharply in absolute terms as 
well as a percentage of GDP. 

“The deficit of the balance 
of payments as a percentage 
of GDP decreased sharply 
and finally the government’s 
performance with regard to 
the reduction of the budget 
deficit has been remarkable.” 

Mr. Jardaneh said Jordan 
had a disbursed foreign debt 
of S6.625 billion, or 128.1 per 
cent of GDP, in 1992 and the 
amount was brought down to 
$6,008 billion, ‘or 110.5 per 
cent of GDP, in 1993, and 
$5,567 billion, or 92.7 per 
cent of GDP, in 1994. 

“Jordan has normalised its 
relations with its commercial 
and official creditors,” said 
Mr. Jardaneh, pointing out 
the rescheduling arrange- 
ments the Kingdom has made 
with the Paris Cub of credi- 
tor governments and the 
London Club of commercial 
banks and financial institu- 
tions. 

The finance minister noted 
that Jordan had so far re- 
ceived debt reduction of S83S 
million from creditor govern- 
ments. 

According to Mr. Jar- 
daneh, Jordan’s annual loss 
as a result of its adherence to 
the sanctions against Iraq is 
about $350 million. 

Pointing out that the gov- 
ernment remained to be the 
largest employer in the coun- 
try and government expendi- 
ture accounted for 36 per 

(Continued on page 7) 


Mubarak: Chances good 
for Syria-Israel peace deal 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak said Saturday that 
the chances were good for 
Israel and Syria to reach a 
peace agreement following 
the- Palestinian autonomy 
accord signed in Washington. 

His comments came de- 
spite pessimism expressed by 
both Israel and Syria on the 
chances of a breakthrough. 

“I hope that the Syrians 
could start the negotiations 
again, because there is a good 
chance to reach a good agree- 
ment,” Mr. Mubarak said in 
a television interview with 
the U.S.-based Cable News 
Network (CNN). 

“We are trying to help, the 
UJS. are trying to help and 
we hope the negotiations 


could start again,” Mr. 
Mubarak said. 

He also spoke of the im- 
pact of legislative elections 
due in Israel in November 
1996 on the peace process. 

The ruling Labour Party is 
running neck-and-neck in 
opinion polls with the right- 
wing Likud Party, which is 
hostile to the accords signed 
with the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) and 
opposes any withdrawal from 
the Golan Heights. 

“We should not make a 
kind of pressure on the Sy- 
rians, saying that the (Israeli) 
elections are coming,” Mr. 
Mubarak said. 

But even if the Likud did 
win the elections, the Egyp- 


tian president added: “I can 
say that since the Israelis sign 
an accord, they respect their 
signature, we signed an 
agreement with the Likud 
under President (Anwar) 
Sadat and it was im- 
plemented.” 

Mr. Mubarak reaffirmed 
that the stumbling blocks to 
an Israeli-Syrian peace 
accord were the placement of 
early-warning stations on the 
Golan as demanded by the 
Jewish state and the creation 
of demilitarised zones. 

Syria said Friday it was in 
“no hurry” to make peace 
with the Jewish state, and 
Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres said he was “not 
confident” there would be a 
deal. 


Brotherhood says 
it averted repeat 
of Algeria in Egypt 


CAIRO (Agencies) — The 
Muslim Brotherhood said it 
has kept Egypt from turning 
into an Afghanistan or Alger- 
ia despite Cairo's accusations 
that the banned group backs 
Muslim militants, an Arab 
paper quoted its spokesman 
saying on Saturday. 

Brotherhood leaders ‘‘reg- 
ulate the activity of the 
group's youth arid forbid 
them in resort to violence or 
destruction,” the Brother- 
hood spokesman in London 
Kama! A1 Halabawi, was 
quoted as saying by A1 Sharq 
A1 Awsat. 

The Brotherhood did this 
“so that the situation does 
not reach a crisis as it has in 
Afghanistan and Algeria.” 
Mr. Halabawi said. 

A military court was to 
resume on Saturday the trial 
of 49 Brotherhood members 
charged wiht “directing an 
illegal organisation aiming to 
impede the rule of law and 
constitution.” 

Mr. Halabawi said Egyp- 
tian President Hosni Mubar- 
ak ordered the Brothers put 
before a military tribunal “to 
get a judgement they couldn't 
have received in civilian 
courts.” 

Mr. Mubarak ordered 
them tried beforee a military 
tribunal which usually consid-- 
ers cases connected to mili- 
tant unrest, even though 
none of the 49 are accused of 
planning “terrorism” or "vio- 
lence.” 

Mr. Halabawi said the trial 
would not prevent the group 
from fielding candidates in 
parliamentary elections set 
for November. 

“"Hie Brotheriiood is de- 
termined to participate in the. 
elections even if it has no 
permission to form a political 
party.” 

“His aim is not to take 
power so much as to see the 


goals it calls for realised. We 
support any party that backs 
these goals. We have sup- 
ported President Mubarak 
and the (ruling) party” in 
several issues, he said. 

Brotherhood candidates 
would run as independents or- 
with other parties on a plat- 
form of “developing demo- 
cracy in Egypt, achieving sta- 
bility and security, planning 
economic reform and fighting 
corruption and drugs,” he 
said. 

Banned in 1954, the fun- 
damentalist group has been 
tolerated since the mid-1970s 
when it said it renounced 
violence in its bid to imple- 
ment Islamic Sharia law in 

Egypt- 

In the early 1990s it scored 
large successes in syndicate 
elections and now has control 
of Egypt's medical, engineer- 
ing and lawyers’ unions. 

But Mr. Mubarak accused 
the Muslim Brotherhood in 
1994 of “being behind” 
attacks by Islamic militants in 
Egypt and since a wave of 
an-ests of Brotherhood mem- 
bers has followed. 

In a letter to Mr. Mubarak 
on Friday, the New York- 
based Human Rights Watch 
urged him “to suspend im- 
mediately the practice of 
trying civilians in military 
courts.” 

A group of four British 
barristers, including former 
deputy John Platts-Mills, 
were to attend Saturday’s ses- 
sion of the trial, which began 
Sept. 16, to help the defence. 

The four were expected to 
ask the court’s permission to 
formally join the defence 
team, which was already 
approaching 60 members 
coming from the entire poli- 
tical spectrum, including lef- 
tists and three Christian 
lawyers. 


Ciller 
vows to 
continue 
coalition 
endeavour 

ANKARA (R) — Turkish 
Prime Minister Tansu Ciller 
vowed on Saturday to com- 
plete her government search 
soon, but fell short on com- 
mitting to early general polls 
or forming a minority govern- 
ment to replace her collapsed 
coalition. 

. “We are going to keep 
going with this business,” she 
told reporters. “We will not 
leave this country without a 
government — you will see in 
the coming days.” 

A spokesman from Ms. 
Ciller’s True Path Party 
(DYP) said earlier Ciller was 
likely to make an announce- 
ment on^ a new government. 

Ms. Ciller did not mention 
early elections, and questions 
on tne subject to other party 
officials were unanswered. 

A senior DYP official said 
earlier Ciller was considering 
putting forward general polls 
after her failure to form a 
government to replace her 
right-left coalition that folded 
10 days ago when Ms. Ciller 
resigned over a dispute with 
the new chief of her social- 
democrat partners. 

“If the barriers before Tur- 
key’s progress will be re- 
moved with the DYP going 
for elections, then we are 
ready for elections,” Yasar 
Dedelek, a DYF deputy 
chainnan, was quoted by the 
semi-official Anatolian news 
agency as saying. 

He said elections may not 
be ready from a technical 
point of view for the Decem- 
ber ‘date demanded by the 
opposition, but could be held 
in the spring. 

Ms. Ciller has been loath 
to hold polls ahead of sche- 
dule in October 1996. 





STRANDED: ExpeUed Palestinian women sit in a desert no-man's -land between Egypt and Libya (above) 
and children run for water from tents erected by the Libyan government for expelled Pales hn‘ a ns. Iwo 
hundred and eighty Palestinians expelled by Libya are now stuck at the border, with hundreds more 
expected (see page one) (AFP photos) 
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France links killed suspect to metro 
bombing, Algerian sheikh’s murder 


LYON (Agencies) — The 
interior minister on Saturday 
linked Khaled Kelkal, 
France’s most wanted man 
killed by police less than 24 
hours earlier, to the bloody 
Paris metro bombing, the 
assassination of a Muslim 
holy man and other terrorist 
incidents. 

Jean-Louis Debre said be 
bad the “feeling, so as not to 
say more” that Kelkal and an 
accomplice took part in the 
July 25 rush hour bombing of 
a subway in the Latin quarter 
that killed seven people. 

The attack was the first in a 
series of six bombings and 
attempted bombings that 
have plagued France since, 
putting the nation on high 
security alert. More than 100 
people bave been injured. 

Investigators suspect that 
militants engaged in an in- 
surgency in Algeria are be- 
hind the bombings. 

Kelkal, a 24-year-old Alge- 


rian, was shot and killed in a 
confrontation with para- 
troopers and police moving in 
on him Friday night at a bus 
stop on a country road out- 
side Lyon. 

“Gendarmes cried ‘stop 
your fire,” said state prosecu- 
tor of Lyon Jean-Amedee' 
Lathoud. Kelkal continued 
firing and was shot dead in 
“legitimate self-defence.” 

The killing, shown on 
French TV Saturday, ended 
one of the biggest manhunts 
m recent memory in France. 

Kelkal’s fingerprints were 
found on adhesive tape con- 
necting a bomb to a detona- 
tor, placed on a high-speed 
train line outside Lyon on 
Aug. 26. 

Mr. Debre’s accusations 
were the first to link Kelkal 
with other attacks? 

Mr. Debre said that an 
accomplice, Karim Koussa, 
wounded Wednesday in a 
gunfight with police at a 



Jean-Louis Debre 


forest hideout where Kelkal 
also had stayed, likely took 
part in the subway attack. 

The minister said there was 
a “very great similitude” be- 


tween detonating and timing 
systems of bombs in the 
failed fast train bomb attack, 
a bomb found in a public 
toilet in southern Paris and 
an “identical system" found 
in the forest hideout. 

“I now have the feeling, so 
as not to say more, that the 
same team took part.” 

Mr. Debre said Kelkal and 
Koussa also were involved in 
the July 11 killing of Imam 
Abdul Kader Sahraoui in his 
Paris mosque. Sahraoui was a 
co-founder of the Islamic 
Salvation Front, Algeria's 
banned Muslim fundamental- 
ist movement. 

“I can tell you that Karim 
Koussa is one of the accom- 
plices of Khaled Kelkal in the 
attack of Imam Sahraoui,” 
Mr. Debre told a news con- 
ference. 

It was the first time author- 
ities have formally linked the 

(Continued on page 7) 


3 dead while Algerian 
arrested, Yemen reports 


U.S. asserts China-Iran 
nuclear deal called off, 
but Qian says otherwise 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Efforts by U.S. and Chinese 
officials to arrange a summit 
between their two presidents 
became ensnarled in seman- 
tics Friday in a disagreement 
over whether China is still 
trying to sell nuclear reactors 
to Iran. 

pie Clinton administration 
claimed the Beijing govern- 
ment had “terminated” plans 
to sell two nuclear power 
reactors to Iran,. but China's 
■foreign minister said the deal 
has only been “suspended for 
the time being." 

The State Department, in a 
statement issued by spokes- 
man Nicholas Bums, rejected 
assertions by Iran on Thurs- 
day that the deal for two 
electric power reactors was 
still on. 

“We clearly understand 
China will not cooperate now 
in providing nuclear reactors 
to Iran, ana we’re very, very 
glad," Mr. Burns said. ' 

But Chinese Foreign 
Minister Qian Qichen called 
reports that the deal had 
been cancelled an overstate- 
ment. 

In response to a question 
after a speech to. the U.S. 
Foreign Policy Associated in 
New York, Mr. Qian said the 
contract bas been “sus- 
pended for the time being” 
because Iran wanted to put 
the reactors on inappropriate 


sites. He did not elaborate on 
what was wrong with the 
sites. 

The disagreement is a 
sticking point in talks now 
under way that the United 
States hopes will lead to a 
summit meeting between 
President Bill Clinton and 
Chinese President Jiang 
Zemin. 

The Chinese have denied 
having any nuclear agree- 
ment with Iran that goes 
against international agree- 
ments. Previously, China 
only noted -that it has not sold 
nuclear reactors or power sta- 
tions to Iran in the past. 

U.S. officials, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, had 
told reporters earlier this 
week the Chinese-Iranian 
reactor deal was off after a 
meeting Monday in New 
York between Mr. Qian and 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher. 

“Foreign Minister Qian 
said very clearly and une- 
quivocally to Secretary 
Christopher that the pros- 
pect, the plans for Chinese 
nuclear cooperation with Iran 
had been terminated, which 
was the word used,” Mr. 
Burns said. 

He said it was understand- 
able that Iranian officials 
were denying the report, but - 
“I think they're mistaken ab- 
out the facts." 


SANAA (Agencies) — 
Three people were killed and 
six wounded in a clash when 
security forces in Yemen 
arrested an Algerian teacher 
for creating “sectarian differ- 
ences," Yemen’s Interior 
Minister Hussein Moha-. 
mamd Arab has said. 

He told the official news 
agency SABA late on Friday 
that the Algerian, Adem 
Saleheddin. and some of his 
companions were arrested in 
Dalea, about 100 kilometres 
north of Aden, and taken to 
Sanaa for questioning. 

The minister said two 
security force members and 
one of Mr. Saleheddin’s men 
were killed during the arrest. 
Five security men and one 
other man were wounded, he 
said. 

A security source in Aden 
said there had been an ex- 
change of gunfire. 

The minister said Mr. 
Saleheddin was “trying to fo- 
ment sectarian differences 
which do not conform with 
the constitution and the 
law... the ministry had pre- 
viously requested him to go 
to Sanaa but he refused.” 

Travellers from Dalea on 
Friday had spoken of four 
dead in the fight between 
government forces and a 
group ’"headed by the Alge- 
rian. They said the group 
earlier in the week had 
attacked a wedding party 
which they opposed as un- 


Islamic. 

The clash started on Thurs- 
day and ended at mid-day on 
Friday. 

About eight people were 
injured earlier this month 
when a grenade exploded at a 
wedding in Aden, South Ye- 
men's capital before it 
merged with North Yemen in 
1990. 

Officials said Mr. 
Saleheddin. who had terro- 
rised people and had even 
threatened women with the 
death penalty if they went our 
in public. 

People said the preacher 
and about 30 bearded disci- 
ples armed with submachine 
guns and grenades had de- 
clared a jihad (holy war) on 
the heresies in Islam. 

They then beat up the own- 
er of a hairdressers in the 
town before attacking a 
group of policemen send to 
bring them under control, the 
witnesses said. 

The fundamentalists fired 
at a military vehicle and then 
took refuge in some houses 
and a mosque. The army’s 
35th brigade had to use 
armoured vehicles and 
rocket-propelled grenades to 
flush them out. the witnesses 
said. 

The preacher, also known 
as Abu Abdul Rahman, and 
his followers are reported to 
have been involved in a num- 
ber of incidents in recent 
weeks 



Neurologist: Hitler 
had Parkinson's 
disease 

STUTTGART, Germany 
(AP) — Adolf Hitler’s 
shaky hands and dismal 
appearance in bis final 
days were at least partly 
due to Parkinson's disease, 
a new study asserts. Hitler 
looked like a broken man 
in the days before be killed 
himself in his Berlin 
bunker on April 30. 1945. 
One of his generals later 
wrote that Hitler’s hands 
trembled, he walked with a 
stoop and his eyes glowed. 
Ellen Gibbels. a Cologne 
neurologist and psychia- 
trist, examined Third 
Reich documentaries of 
Hitler that were provided 
by the federal archives, 
'and has concluded that he 
suffered from Parkinsons 
disease since 1941. The 
Stuttgart monthly maga- 
zine "Kosmos reported on 
Dr. Gibbels’ theory" in its 
latest issue. But there are 
other theories as well.. 
Historians have said a 
1994 assassination attempt 
that nearly killed Hiller, his 
addiction* to drugs and the 
stresses of war contributed 
to his ill health. Hitler 
Jived without fresh air or 
exercise in underground 
bunkers, historian William 
L. Shirer wrote in ‘The 
Rise And Fall Of The 
Third Reich. He wrote that 
Hitler suffered more fre- 
quent hysterical rages as 
the war drew to a close, 
and his emotional Fits were 
accompanied by trembling 
hands and feet. Shirer also 
wrote that Hitler suffered 
from dizziness after the 
July 1944 bombing that 
shattered the tympanic 
membranes of his ears. 


Pupils get sur- 
prise visit with 
Mandela 

PRETORIA, South Africa 
(AP) — A group of school 
children touring the capital 
were treated to a surprise 
visit with President Nelson 
Mandela. Mr. Mandela’s 
car had just pulled up out- 
side the Union Buildings in 
Pretoria, where his office is 
located, when he spotted , 

the II- and 12-year-old 
pupils from Pieterma- 
ritzburg, about 500 kilo- \ 

metres southeast of 
Johannesburg. He offered i 

to show them his office, 
chatting with the group for 
30 minutes and shaking 
hands with all 79 of them. ; 

Sipho Moyo, 11, was | 

moved to tears. T am very 
happy to see Mandela, our j 
father, our daddy,” Moyo 
said. "Always we just see : 
him from TV, but now we 
are just facing each other.” 

Mr. Mandela encouraged 
the children to do well at 
school. "I hope you study 
very hard so that one day 
you should sit on this chair 
as president,” he said 


University expels 
Britain’s ageing 
schoolboy 

EDINBURGH (R) — A 
32-year-old man, so des- 
perate to be a doctor that 
he went back to secondary 
school, has been expelled 
from the university where 
.be hoped to get the degree 
■to launch his medical 
career. Brian MacKinnon 
bit the hea dlin es earlier 
this month wben it was 
revealed that he enrolled at 
Bearsden Academy in 
Glasgow under the 
assumed name of Brandon 
Lee. and pretended to 
teachers and fellow pupils 
to be 17. On the strength of 
his exam results, he was 
accepted as a medical stu- 
dent at Dundee University 
in north-east Scotland. But 
•the dean of the university’s 
medical faculty said Friday* ^ 

he has written to Mr- ' 

MacKinnon saying he can- 
not continue his studies. *lt 
is clear your place in the 
medical school at Dundee 
was obtained, by your own 
admission, using fid 5 * 
information,” Professor 
Denis .McDivitt told Mr. 
MacKinnon in a letter. 




